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NATIONAL 
PREMIER LEAGUES 


By Paul Mavroudis 


After a process marred by in- 
creased enmity between Foot- 
ball Federation Victoria and its 
constituent clubs, several court 
appearances and the interven- 
tion of Football Federation Aus- 
tralia, it appears as if Victoria is 
at last ready to begin implemen- 
tation of its men’s and boys’ Na- 
tional Premier League format. 
Late on Friday 7th February, FFV 
announced the successful appli- 
cants for its version of the NPL, 
with 30 of the 38 applicants being 
offered licences for 2014. In addi- 
tion to the 30 applicants provision- 
ally accepted for 2014, two more 
entities, Eastern Jets and Border 
FC, will be offered the opportunity 
to join in 2015. 

Then on Wednesday, FFV split the 
30 teams into a two tiered league 
system, with a 14 team NPL and a 
16 team NPL 1. Junior boys’ teams 
from the NPL have been sorted 
into two parallel divisions based 
on geography. 

The NPL division contains every 
team which would have otherwise 
been in the VPL in 2014, as well 
as regional teams Ballarat Red 
Devils and Goulburn Valley Suns. 
The NPL will start on March 14th 
and finish in mid-September. In 
order to be able to finish in time 
for the second edition of the na- 
tionwide NPL finals — which a 
Victorian side will be participat- 
ing in for the first time - the finals 
series has been dispensed with. 

Instead, a traditional first past the 


at BT as 


f 
* 2013 VPL winners 
Northcote City 


Le ER TERTEE ETT ET TE 


post system will decide the league 
champion. The VPL had run a fi- 
nals system to decide its champion 
for all but two seasons since 1992. 

The successful applicants run the 
gamut of Victorian soccer clubs. 
They include all twelve teams 
which would have played in the 
VPL had it run in 2014, as well as 
several state league sides from both 
metropolitan and regional areas. 

In addition, regionally based con- 

sortia from outside the metropoli- 
tan system — the Bendigo Amateur 
Soccer League and the Goulburn 
Valley Suns - have also been of- 
fered places. There were no offers 
made to sides from Gippsland, Mil- 
dura or the Frankston and Morn- 
ington Peninsula areas. 

While unsuccessful bids were 
not listed by FFV, consortia from 
Gippsland and Mildura are not be- 
lieved to have applied. According 
to one source, the Frankston based 


Peninsula Strikers applied for an 
NPL licence, but had their bid re- 
jected. 

While the Torquay based Surf 
Coast and Lara based North Gee- 
long have been offered licences, 
no team from Geelong proper was 
accepted, with the State League 
Three side Geelong reportedly hav- 
ing their bid rejected. The Geelong 
Galaxy consortium, which had 
made an NPL application under 
FFV’s original bidding process, did 
not make a bid for this version. 

The future inclusion of Mel- 
bourne’s two A-League represen- 
tatives, the Victory and the Heart, 
remains an open question. NPL 
competitions in other states either 
already have or are planning to 
include sides from their state’s A- 
League representatives. 

For the 2014 season, NPL Victo- 
ria licences were open to all exist- 
ing metropolitan clubs, as well as 


CLUBS REACT TO NPL ANNOUNCEMENT 
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So finally after a year of constant 
speculation and controversy the 
Football Federation of Victoria 
has published their list of the 
clubs who will participate in the 
NPL in 2014 and the good news 
is that the big clubs are in. 

Having seen the federation taken 
to court, engaged in fierce negotia- 
tions with some of Victoria’s top 
clubs and even faced the threat of 
a boycott of the new competition 
there is a sense of relief around all 
associated with Victorian football 
that the turmoil has come to an 
end. 

The reaction to this announce- 
ment from the clubs has been gen- 
erally positive but there are still 
some major concerns going into 
the 2014 season. 

One of those concerns has been 
a rumour that the FFV were con- 
sidering proposing a one division 
NPL format with all thirty teams 
to play each other once. This 
proposal has since been quashed, 
much to the relief of Northcote 
City President Peter Kotsiris. 

“Thankfully the disastrous sug- 
gestion from the board of the FFV 
to create a one league NPL has 
been averted and we can all move 
forward with a two to three league 
NPL format where the top clubs 
can still compete with the best”. 
Kotsiris was generally confident 
though that the league will be suc- 
cessful if the clubs and the FFV 
can all work together. 
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“Look obviously there will be a 
few teething problems which we 
will all have to work thought but 
I’m sure in due course we will get 
it right.” 

These sentiments were reiterated 

by Box Hill Vice - President Nick 
Tsiaras who was confident that de- 
spite these suggestions that com- 
mon sense will prevail. 
“Look we all know that a league 
with 30 sides is simply not going 
to work both logistically and struc- 
turally.” 

“All the clubs who worked on the 
formation of this new league are 
ultimately happy with the changes 
that have been made from the origi- 
nal FFV model and all I hope for 
is that the new league evolves into 
the competition that it deserves to 
be”. 

Joe Sala of Moreland Zebras was 
also optimistic for the new compe- 
tition whist also putting his faith in 
the FFV to get it right. 

“Look we’ve been preparing for 
this for a number of years so as far 
as we’re concerned were delighted 
to be a part of this new elite com- 
petition. I’m sure that with the right 
people in charge and a good deal of 
cooperation from the clubs and the 
FFV the league can be successful.” 
Like Kotsiris and Tsiaras, Sala ad- 
mitted that the first year may be dif- 
ficult but there is potential for the 
league to prosper. 

“The first year may be a bit of give 
and take in terms of flexibility, sta- 
bility and governance but the FFV 
have allowed the clubs some time 
to really get a foothold and I’m 
sure things will settle down over 
the next few years.” 

“As far as rumours of a 30 team 
league goes, were not concerned 
as until the FFV actually an- 


nounces the structure of the NPL 
were not gonna comment on pure 
hearsay. All we want is a structure 
that works so we can get onto pro- 
ducing players for the highest level 
which is our main focus.” 

One of the faces of the Co-Signa- 
tory clubs fight for justice against 
the FFV has been South Melbourne 
Club Director Tom Kalas who, 
along with Nick Tsiaras of Box 
Hill, was one of the key developers 
of the new NPL format which was 
accepted by the FFA. 

Kalas was delighted that the long 
and drawn out negotiations with 
the FFV have finally come to an 
end and is looking forward to the 
next chapter in Victorian Football. 
“We are all very excited and antici- 
pating the start of a new era in foot- 
ball in Victoria and to once again 
be a part of a national competition 
which underpins the A-League.” 
“As a club, South Melbourne have 
always aspired to play at the high- 
est level and the NPL certainly pro- 
vides that.” 

Kalas did though profess the need 
for constructive improvements to 
take place at the end of the year in 
order for the NPL to experience its 
maximum potential. 

“Obviously we need to get together 

with the federations (both the FFV 
and the FFA) at the end of the year 
and make constructive changes to 
the league and with this hopefully 
we can see positive improvements 
over the next few years.” 
“We are all very confident though 
that under the right guidance, the 
NPL can grow into something spe- 
cial and were all delighted to be a 
part of that.” 


all regional clubs and new regional 
entities. New metropolitan consor- 
tia will be allowed to enter from 
2015 onwards. 

The 30 chosen teams will have un- 
til the close of business on Febru- 
ary 19th to submit their paperwork, 
with fixtures due to be released on 
February 26th. It is believed that 
one of the successful applicants, 
the Burwood based Eastern Lions, 
have since declined to take up their 
offer. 

The announcement of the success- 
ful applicants puts to rest just one 
of the many remaining uncertain- 
ties on the nature of NPL Victoria 
in 2014. The lack of detail and 
certainty beyond the naming of the 
successful applicants has also had 
a flow on effect to those clubs out- 
side of the NPL, with uncertainty 
about the re-formatted lower league 
structures only partly allayed by a 
draft plan released by FFV early 


this week. 

This lack of information has made 
it difficult for clubs at all levels to 
recruit and prepare for the new sea- 
son. The finalised league pyramid 
for senior men’s teams won’t be 
released until February 20th. 

Speculation has been rife in sec- 
tions of the Victorian soccer com- 
munity about the delays relating to 
the competition structure. Among 
the rumours, it has been speculated 
that FFV had planned to either split 
the 30 teams into north-west and 
south-east divisions, or perhaps 
even put all the teams into a single 
division. 

There is also concern among some 
quarters about the quality of sever- 
al of the candidates accepted, with 
non-compliant venues and finances 
being the main points of conjec- 
ture. For their part, FFV appears to 
have given some leeway to those 
NPL applicants with non-compli- 
ant venues, giving them time to 
make the requisite upgrades. 

In addition, the amount of teams 
offered licences is substantially 
more than the planned limit of 
24 from FFV’s original structure, 
leading to concerns that the ‘elite’ 
status of the competition will be 
compromised. By comparison, the 
New South Wales NPL, which has 
a much larger player catchment, 
is limited to 24 teams across two 
divisions. 

Allegations have also been made 
that the independent panel tasked 
with assessing the bids only passed 
21 of the 38 applicants, before sec- 
tions of FFV’s board added more 
applicants to the list. Neither that 
allegation, nor the rumour that 
there has been a late intervention 
from Football Federation Aus- 
tralia, could be corroborated by 
sources inside FFV. 


FFA launches 2014 
National Premier Leagues 


Football Federation Australia 
(FFA) launched the 2014 Na- 
tional Premier Leagues (NPL) 
season for the semi-professional 
state-based competitions in 
Australian football. 

The second edition of the NPL 
see clubs from eight (8) of FFA’s 
member federations participate 
with clubs from Northern NSW 
Football, Football Federation Vic- 
toria and Football West competing 
for the first time. 

Speaking at Tuesday’s official 
launch in Sydney, FFA CEO 
David Gallop said the NPL was an 
important competition that under- 
pins the Hyundai A-League. 

“The formation of a standardised 
National Premier Leagues com- 
petition was a key component of 
our national football development 
plan,” said Gallop. 

“Following the inaugural NPL 
rollout last year, we have seen a 
number of players graduate from 
the NPL to the professional ranks 
of the Hyundai A-League which 
is one of the key objectives of the 
competition and football pathway. 

“This year we will see youth 
teams from some Hyundai A- 
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League clubs compete in their 
respective NPL competition to 
ensure that our most talented play- 
ers maximise their development 
opportunities by being able to 
play competitive football twelve 
months a year. 

“We also acknowledge the efforts 
of the Member Federation and 
clubs. We have three new Federa- 
tions on board being Football Fed- 
eration Victoria, Football West and 
Northern NSW Football, which 
makes the NPL a truly national 
competition. 

“T would like to wish all clubs 
the best for the upcoming season 
and look forward to seeing who 
will be crowned the 2014 NPL 
champion. 

The opening game of the 2014 
NPL season will be in South 
Australia on Friday 21st February 
between two of Australia’s most 
successful football clubs in West 
Adelaide and Adelaide City. 

The National Premier Leagues 
2014 Finals Series will begin on 
the weekend of 20/21 September 
with the National Premier Leagues 
2014 Grand Final to be played on 
the weekend of 4/5 October. 


NPL 
Ballarat Red Devils 
Bentleigh Greens 
Dandenong Thunder 
Goulburn Valley Suns 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Heidelberg United 
Hume City 
elbourne Knights 
lorthcote Ci 
Oakleigh Cannons 
Pascoe Vale 

Port Melbourne Sharks 
@ South Melbourne 

e Werribee City. 


NPL 1 
e Avondale Heights 

e Bendigo Amateur Soccer League 
Box Hill United 

Brunswick City 
Dandenong City 
Eastern Lions 
Bulleen Lions 
Kingston Ci 
loreland Zebras 

orth Geelong Warriors 
Richmond 
e Springvale White Eagles 
e St Albans Saints 

e Sunshine George Cross 
Surf Coast 

e Whittlesea Ranges 
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Bids rumoured to have missed 
out 

Peninsula Strikers 

Geelong 

e Spring Hills 

e Dandenong United 


NPL Finals Format 


On Tuesday, Football Federation 
Australia announced the format for 
the second edition of its National 
Premier League, along with the 
attendant finals series pitting state 
league teams from across the 
country against each other. 

The competition, which is based on 

a single leg straight knockout format, 
will begin on September 20th with the 
final to played in the first week of Oc- 
tober. FFA has also released the draw 
for the first week of the tournament, 
with the matches lined up as follows: 


Game 1 
Northern NSW Football vs 
Football Queensland 


Game 2 
Capital Football vs Football NSW 


Game 3 
Football Federation Tasmania vs 
Football Federation Victoria 


Game 4 
Football West vs 
Football Federation South Australia 


This year the competition will be 
boosted by the inclusion of three 
federations which did not take part 
last year. They include Northern New 
South Wales, Western Australia and 
Victoria. 

All three of the new inclusions are 
due to begin the implementation of 
their NPL format this year. In the case 
of Western Australia and especially 
Victoria, it has been a protracted and 
controversial process. 

Last year, 2013 New South Wales 
NPL minor premier Sydney United 
became the NPL nationwide finals’ 
inaugural champion, when they 
defeated Tasmanian champions South 
Hobart 2-0. 

- PAUL MAVROUDIS 
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SOLARI REMAINS A JET 


Newcastle Jets goalkeeper John 
Solari has signed a one-year 
contract extension with the Jets, 
keeping him at the Club until 
the end of the 2014/15 Hyundai 
A-League season. 

The 19-year-old shot stopper 
has been instrumental in the 
success of Newcastle’s Foxtel 
National Youth League team 
this season. 


us on: 
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Socceroos to take on Ecuador in London 


The Socceroos will take on fellow 
2014 FIFA World Cup nation 
Ecuador in an international 
friendly in London on Wednes- 
day 5 March. 

The clash is the first meeting 
between Australia and Ecuador at 
full international level and will be 
played at The Den, home of Eng- 


lish Championship side Millwall 
Football Club. 

Ecuador, which includes Man- 
chester United midfielder Antonio 
Valencia, is currently ranked 23rd 
on the FIFA World Rankings and 
will face France, Honduras and 
Switzerland at the World Cup after 
finishing in 4th position in the final 


round of CONMEBOL (South 
American) qualifying. 

The match represents an 

ideal opportunity for coach Ange 
Postecoglou to test his side against 
a quality South American side 
before the Socceroos take on Chile 
in its opening match of the 2014 
FIFA World Cup. 


The Socceroos v Ecuador match 
kicks off at 8pm (7am AEDT on 

6 March) and will be broadcast 
LIVE and Exclusive on Fox Sports 
3, including a 30-minute pre match 
show from 6.30am. 

Postecoglou will announce his 
side for the Ecuador clash in the 
week leading into the match. 


Milicic joins Socceroo technical staff 


Football Federation Australia 
(FFA) has announced former 
Socceroo Ante Milicic as an As- 
sistant Coach to Socceroos Head 
Coach Ange Postecoglou for the 
next three years. 

Milicic joins Postecoglou’s staff 
after stints as an assistant coach 
with the Western Sydney Wander- 
ers and Melbourne Heart in the 
Hyundai A-League, the Austra- 
lian Institute of Sport and as Head 
Coach of Sydney United in the 
NSW Premier League. 

“I’m honoured to have been hand- 
ed such a tremendous opportunity 
to work as an assistant coach with 
the Socceroos,” Milicic said. “As 
a former Socceroo I am passionate 
about the National team and I look 
forward to the challenge. 

“I’m excited to be able to work 
with Ange, especially with the 
World Cup coming up as well as 
the Asian Cup in Australia and 
with so many talented players 
starting to break through. 

“P’ve had a good apprenticeship 
under John van’t Schip and Poppa 
(Tony Popovic) as well as the 2009 
and 2011 U20 World Cups as an 
assistant to Jan Versleijen and I’m 
looking forward to continuing that 
under Ange. 

“Td also like to thank the Western 
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Sydney Wanderers for allowing me 
to take this opportunity and I am 
determined to finish the A-League 
season with the same passion and 
dedication I will take to the Na- 
tional Team.” 

Milicic will remain with the West- 
er Sydney Wanderers through 
until the end of the 2013/14 Hyun- 
dai A-League season but will join 
Postecoglou for the Socceroos 
clash with Ecuador in London on 
March 5. 

“Tm delighted that Ante Milicic 
will be coming on board as an as- 
sistant coach with the Socceroos,” 
Postecoglou said. “One of my pri- 
orities after becoming National 
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Team Head Coach was to secure 
quality staff to help drive the Soc- 
ceroos and Ante is a driven coach 
who will fit into our environment. 
“T wanted the best people to come 
in and contribute to the growth and 
success of the National Team and 
I’m confident Ante will add further 
expertise to our existing staff. 
“Ante has experience at domestic 
(Hyundai A-League) level and In- 
ternational level with both senior 
and junior National teams and will 
play a part in an exciting new era 
as we look to build the next golden 
generation of Australian foot- 
ballers. 

“Td like to take this opportunity 


to thank Western Sydney Wander- 
ers for their cooperation to ensure 
I was able to appoint the people I 
thought were best for the job.” 

Western Sydney Wanderers Ex- 
ecutive Chairman Lyall Gorman 
supported Milicic in his decision 
and wished him well: “Our club is 
fully supportive and excited about 
Ante’s appointment to this presti- 
gious role,” Gorman said. 

“A part of our commitment at the 
Wanderers is to provide an envi- 
ronment that fosters ambition for 
everyone associated with the club 
and that encourages and supports 
each individual to maximize their 
career aspirations and opportuni- 
ties. 

“The role of assistant coach of the 
Socceroos is a tremendous pro- 
fessional and career development 
opportunity for Ante and we wish 
him well, safe in the knowledge 
that should the time come in the 
future for him to return to a coach- 
ing role in the Hyundai A-League 
it will be with our club.” 

Aurelio Vidmar will also remain 
as Assistant Coach for the Soc- 
ceroos and continue with his duties 
as Head Coach of the Olyroos (Na- 
tional U23 team). 
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Petratos named NAB 
Nominee for January 


Dimitri Petratos as the Janu- 
ary nominee for the NAB Young 
Footballer of the Year Award 
2013/14. 

Petratos played in all four of Bris- 
bane Roar’s Hyundai A-League 
fixtures in the first month of 2014, 
scoring his team’s third goal against 
Melbourne Victory in round 13. 

Petratos was humbled to be nomi- 
nated for the prestigious award. 

“Tt’s a great feeling to be nominat- 
ed for the NAB Young Footballer 
of the Year award,” Petratos said. 

“T’ve really enjoyed my football 
since coming to Brisbane and I feel 
like I’m continuing to learn every 
day under the coaching staff and 
alongside my teammates.” 

“It’s been a big team effort to get 
the club to where we currently are 
and I’m just happy to play my part 
and contribute where I can.” 
Dimitri Petratos is the fourth nomi- 
nee for the annual award and joins 
Trent Sainsbury (October) and 
Adam Taggart (November) and 
Storm Roux (December) 

“We are also pleased to recognise 
Dimitri‘s nominated club, Mount 
Gravatt Hawks in Brisbane, Queen- 
sland, and hope that our support 
will help the club to continue devel- 
oping the game at a local grassroots 
level.” 

NAB has generously donated a 
$1,500 equipment pack and $1,000 
in a NAB Community Saver Ac- 
count to Dimitri’s chosen junior 
club. 

The overall winner of the NAB 
Young Footballer of the Year Award 
2013/14 will receive a $10,000 
NAB personal investment portfo- 
lio, along with a NAB Private Cli- 
ent Manager to assist with a range 
of banking and financial services. 
morrow’s stars of the game. 
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Last 5 matches 


1 Brisbane Roar 


4 Melbourne Victory 
o Adelaide United 
6 Wellington Phoenix 


2 Western Sydney Wanderers 19 
3 Central Coast Mariners 
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7 Sydney 

8 Perth Glory 

9 Newcastle Jets 
10 Melbourne Heart 
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Newcastle Jets 2 (Goodwin 26, 46) 
Wellington Phoenix 3 (Hernandez 
21, Huysegems 33, Hicks 71) 
Crowd 10,406 at Hunter Stadium 


Sydney FC 0 

Adelaide United 3 

(Djite 17, Ferriera 27, Jeronimo 79) 
Crowd: 13,335 @ Allianz Stadium 


Melbourne Victory 3 

(Troisi 45+, 62, Thompson 50) 
Central Coast Mariners 1 (Ibini 11) 
Crowd: 9,138 @ Bluetongue 
Stadium 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Labinot Haliti 85’) 

Brisbane Roar 1 

(Besart Berisha 13’) 

Crowd: 16,401 @ Pirtek Stadium 


Melbourne Heart FC 2 (Kisnorbo 
51’, Williams 81’) 

Perth Glory 1 (McGarry 73’) 
Crowd: 7,000 @ Lavington Sports 
Ground, Albury City 


TOP GOAL SCORERS 


(Jp) s Fri Feb 14 Adelaide United v Central Coast Mariners Hindmarsh Stadium 7:00 PM = 7:30 PM A-League Title 2013/14 
= LLJ Sat Feb 15 Sydney FC v Perth Glory Allianz Stadium 5:30PM 5:30 PM Brisbane Roar 215 S. Huysegems Wellington 9 
— LJ | Sat Feb 15 Melbourne Victory v West Sydney Wanderers TBC 7:30PM 7:30 PM 5 ‘ 
; : : Wanderers 4.50 J. Troisi Melb Victory 9 
Sun Feb 16 Wellington Phoenix v Melbourne Heart Westpac Stadium 5:00PM 3:00PM f : 
-— Melbourne Victory 7.00 B. Berish Brisb 8 
Sun Feb 16 Brisbane Roar v Newcastle Jets Suncorp Stadium 4:00PM 5:00PM [ary arnnis 8.00 - berisna risbane 
Adelaide United 11.0 A. Taggart Newcastle Jets 8 
Round 20 Fixture Venue Local Wellington Phoenix 15.0 A. Del Piero Sydney FC 7 
— s< Fri Feb 21 Central Coast Mariners v Wellington Phoenix Bluetongue Stadium 7:30 PM Sydney FC 15.0 J. Neumann Adelaide Utd 6 
>< Lid | Sat Feb 22 Newcastle Jets v Sydney FC Hunter Stadium 5:30 PM a le ; Bee D. Williams Melb Heart 6 
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LL LLJ | Sat Feb 22 Melbourne Victory v Adelaide United AAMI Park 7:30 PM heibautneiteant a R. Despotovié Sydney FC 5 
= = Sat Feb 22 Perth Glory v West Sydney Wanderers nib Stadium 6:30 PM : €Hemander Wellineton 5 
Sun Feb 23 Melbourne Heart v Brisbane Roar AAMI Park 5:00 PM eee st 
T. Juri¢ Wanderers 5 
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Osama 
Malik 
Adelaide 


Patrick Kisnorbo 
Heart 


Michael Theo 
Brisbane Roar 


Matthew 
Spiranovic 
Wanderers 


Isaias Sanchez 


Adelaide 


James Troisi 


Carlos Hernandez 
Phoenix 


Victory 


This week’s selection is a mix of 
regulars and newcomers, with 
selections coming from all the 
matches of round 18. Impres- 
sive wins by a resurgent Mel- 
bourne Victory and the brilliant 
Adelaide win them a lion’s share 
of the numbers, while the thrill- 
ing clash between the Newcastle 
Jets and Wellington Phoenix also 
yielded three TOTW nomina- 
tions. 


Michael Theo — Brisbane Roar 
With his side under the pump and 
desperate to maintain their lead at 
the top of the table, responsibility 
fell to Michael Theo. The veteran 
keeper made some crucuial saves 
late on as the Wanderers pushed for 
victory and peppered the Roar goal 
with shots. 


Osama Malik — Adelaide United 
Tasked with the right flank of de- 


fence due to a multitude of fitness 
concerns surrounding the other 
defenders in the squad, Malik once 
again displayed a continuation of 
his wonderful form from when he 
featured in the heart of defence. 


Pablo Contrerras — Melb Victory 
After a series of unconvincing per- 
formances earlier in the season, the 
Chilean marquee put in of his more 
impressive shifts at Bluetongue Sta- 
dium. Taking on the human handful 
that is Matt Simon, Contrerras was 
hardly troubled by his opposing 
man, making a minor indent in the 
negative stigma surrounding his 
name in the domestic game. 


Patrick Kisnorbo — Melb Heart 

The central defender continued his 
impressive streak of form in swel- 
tering conditions on Saturday as the 
Heart took on the Glory in Albury. 
After putting his side in front with a 


Adama 
Traore 


Victory 


Pablo Contrerras 
Victory 


Craig Goodwin 
Newcastle Jets 


Stein Huysegems 
Phoenix 


header in the second half, Kisnorbo 
was on hand to prevent the opposi- 
tion from equalising following Da- 
vid Williams’ late winner. 


Adama Traore — Melb Victory 

As his form has failed so has that 
of his team, so it was no surprise 
that the Victory secured all three 
points in a match punctuated by 
a trademark Traore performance. 
The barnstorming left back was 
at his marauding best, more than 
showing up Josh Rose in his bid 
to secure the Socceroos’ spot for 
Brazil. 


Matthew Spiranovic — Wanderers 

The converted defender continues 
to grow In the centre of midfied, 
making it nigh on impossible for 
the Roar midfielder’s to conduct 
their usual slick passing game on 
Friday night. As he continues to 
grow in confidence and ability with 


A two goal performance 
on the losing side still 
earned Craig Goodwin a 
spot in GW’s Team of the 
Week. 
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the ball at his feet, so do his chanc- 
es of being on the plane to Brazil. 


Isaias Sanchez — Adelaide United 
The Spaniard may lose recognition 
amongst the likes of Fabio Ferreira 
and Jeronimo Neumann, but he is 
by far the most important cog in the 
Reds lineup. Dictating the flow of 
the game in similar fashion to com- 
patriot Xabi Alonso, Sanchez was 
the orchestrator of Sydney FC’s 
demise, and possibly that of Frank 
Farina. 


Carlos Hernandez — Phoenix 

It was certainly a risky decision, but 
Emie Merrick’s gamble has paid 
off by enticing the majestic Costa 
Rican to join him in New Zealand. 
The Nix continued their impressive 
charge up the ladder with Hernan- 
dez at the focal point of their play, 
scoring a fine first goal before help- 
ing his teammates put away two 


more impressive goals to secure the 
points in Newcastle. 


James Troisi — Melb Victory 

After a lengthy dry spell the on- 
loan midfielder burst back into 
form with a brace in his side’s 3-1 
win over the Mariners. The goals 
took Troisi back to the top of the 
scorer’s table, with Kevin Muscat 
hoping the fleet-footed midfielder 
can reproduce performances like 
these on a more consistent basis. 


Stein Huysegems — Phoenix 

The Belgian is currently playing 
like a man possessed and if he were 
Australian we would surely be dis- 
cussing his chances of featuring in 
Brazil. As it stands though, Huy- 
segems has the likes of Benteke 
and Lukaku ahead of him in the 
national pecking order, but he is 
establishing himself as one of the 
A-League’s eminent forwards. Not 


content with assisting Carlos Her- 
nandez for his opening goal, Huy- 
segems scored one himself with a 
smart finish on the edge of the area, 
as well as putting in the hard yards 
in defence as the Jets pushed for a 
late equaliser. 


Craig Goodwin — Newcastle Jets 
With Nathan Burns stealing the 
limelight earlier in the season Craig 
Goodwin has waited for his chance 
o impress on the flanks, but he is 
certainly making the most of his 
opportunity. After scoring with a 
hunderous strike in the first half 
he left-footed flyer bettered him- 
self in the second period, cutting 
inside onto his right foot and curl- 
ing a shot past Glen Moss to keep 
his side in the match. His direct 
running created a myriad of prob- 
lems for the Phoenix defence over 
he course of the afternoon, further 
signalling his return to form. 
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Match Details : 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Labinot Haliti 85’) 

Brisbane Roar 1 (Besart Berisha 
14’) 

Friday, 7 February 2014 

Pirtek Stadium, Parramatta 
Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Western Sydney Wanderers: 1. 
Ante Covic (Gk), 3. Adam D’apuzzo, 
Nikolai Topor-Stanley (C), 6. Jerome 
Polenz (2. Shannon Cole 79’), 8. 
Mateo Poljak, 10. Aaron Mooy, 11. 
Brendon Santalab (9. Tomi Juric 
74’), 13. Matthew Spiranovic, 17. 
Youssouf Hersi, 19. Mark Bridge (7. 
Labinot Haliti 74’), 21. Shinji Ono 


Substitutes Not Used: 18. lacopo 
La RocCa, 20. Jerrad Tyson (Gk) 
Yellow Cards: Matthew Spiranovic 
29’, Labinot Haliti 85’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theo 
(Gk), 2. Matthew Smith (C), 3. 
Shane Stefanutto, 5. Ivan Franjic, 7. 
Besart Berisha, 11. Liam Miller (10. 
Henrique 68’), 13. Jade North, 15. 
James Donachie, 18. Luke Brattan, 
22. Thomas Broich, 23. Dimitri 
Petratos (8. Steven Lustica 90’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 14. Diogo 
Ferriera, 16. Jean Carlos Solorzano, 
20. Matthew Acton (Gk) 

Yellow Cards: Liam Miller 39’, 
Matthew Smith 53’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


Brisbane Roar 
= NY 
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Honours even in blockbuster at Pirtek 


Match Stats 


22 Tackles 22 
15 Total Shots 15 
359 Total Passes 317 
54.3% Possession 45.7% 
9 Corners 4 
5 Offsides 0 


19 Fouls committed 


By Saman Zaiei 


This game lived up to its expecta- 
tion with the two top clubs bat- 
tling it out in front of 16,401 fans 
at Parramatta stadium, but nei- 
ther team could seal the win as it 
ended in a 1-1 draw. 

It was the home team who domi- 
nated from the very beginning, let- 
ting their opposition know whose 
home they were at and who was 
in charge as Hersi was able to get 
into the box from the right wing in 
the 3rd minute. HIs cross was de- 
livered low and accurate, however 
Santalab could not connect with 
with the ball and as it went past the 
goal Mark Bridge only just missed 
out as well. 

The Wanderers continued to attack 
receiving 3 free kicks close to the 
penalty box, but every well deliv- 
ered ball form Shinji Ono was well 
defended from the Roar. 

The Roar made the home team 
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1-1 With the minutes ticking away on the clock Labinot 
Haliti slides in to finally beat Roar’s Michael Theo 


pay for their close opportunities 
in the 14th minute as left back 
D’Apuzzo was caught in the mid- 
dle of the park. Brisbane saw their 
opportunity with a defender down 
and Donachie was able to pass it 
straight to Berisha who only had 
midfielder Aaron Mooy defending 
him. Besart did what he does best 
and made no mistake as he took a 
couple of touches and set himself 
up for a fantastic goal. This put him 
equal on top of the goal scoring ta- 
ble, however Hysegems and Troisi 
were able to net on the weekend, 
putting Berisha back into second 
with Taggart. 

The Wanderers knew exactly what 
they had to do following the con- 
ceded goal and wasted no time in 
doing so. But it wasn’t until the 
35th minute that the fans got off 
their seats, only to see Hersi’s great 
right footed shot saved by the fin- 
gertips of Theo. 
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A few minutes later in the 39th min- 
ute after Aaron Mooy was brought 
down, Shinji Ono delivered, once 
again, a perfect ball into the box for 
Spiranovic at the near post, but the 
tall defender could only put the ball 
over the bar. 

Attacking once again from the 
right, right back Polenz was able to 
send a high cross in the 43rd min- 
ute, but Santalab’s header was not 
powerful enough to beat the Roar 
keeper. 

In the second half it was much the 
same with Western Sydney looking 
dangerous with plenty of opportu- 
nities. 

Straight away in the 47th minute 
a well timed pass sent Hersi down 
the wing who passed it into the 
box for Santalab and after he took 
a nice first touch to bring the ball 
under control his shot hit the post. 
What an incredible chance it was 
the Wanderers and how agonis- 
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0-1 Besart Berisha looks like he 
ate his spinach before the match to 
muscle his way to the opener. 
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ingly close. 

Then in the 51st minute, a smooth 
through ball saw Santalb through 
the defence, but defender Smith 
knew what he had to do and took 
out striker, seeing his first yellow 
of the game. 

The free kick was taken well from 
Mooy, but ended up hitting the 
wall. 

Only nine minutes later at the hour 
mark Spiranovic sent Santalab 
away on the right, seeing him get 
past the keeper, but his low cross 
into the box was kicked out. 

Just a minute later Mooy was able 
to send another high cross into the 
box, but Theo was quick to pick up 
his drop ball. 

It was then Polenz down the right 
wing who delivered well for Ono, 
but the marque player couldn’t con- 
nect. Bridge was there as a back up, 
but his shot not powerful enough. 

Finally in the 69th minute it was 


the Roar on the attack, but Hen- 
rique could not finish a magnificent 
pass right in the box, as he took on 
Covic one on one. 

After so many opportunities and as 
the fans were painstakingly wait- 
ing, they were rewarded with one 
of the best goals scored by a fan 
favourite Haliti in the 85th minute. 
The incredible striker was brought 
on just at the right time as usual by 
Popovic and Aaron Mooy saw his 
hand signalled in the air and deliv- 
ered it high exactly where he want- 
ed it and his perfectly timed run 
saw him able to connect with the 
ball, which ended up in the back of 
the net. He celebrated as he usually 
does with his shirt off as the crowd 
went absolutely crazy. 

The game ended as one last op- 
portunity came to Franjic who put 
his shot over the crossbar from a 
corner. 


Besart Berisha pulls the 


° trigger to draw first blood. 
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Central Coast 


MELBOURNE 


Match Details 


Central Coast Mariners 1 

(Ibini 11’) 

Melbourne Victory 3 (Troisi 45+1’, 
62’, Thompson 50’) 

Central Coast Stadium, Gosford 
Attendance: 9,138 

Referee: Matthew Gillett 


Mariners FC: 12. Liam Reddy (Gk), 
3. Josh Rose, 5. Zachary Anderson, 
7. John Hutchinson (C), 11. Nick 
Fitzgerald, 15. Storm Roux, 17. 
Anthony Caceres, 19. Matthew 
Simon, 20. Bernie Ibini (9. Mitchell 
Duke 71’), 21. Mile Sterjovski (27. 
Isaka Cernak 65’), 25. Eddy Bosnar 
(4. Marcel Seip 77’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Justin 
PasField (Gk), 29. Matt Sim 
Yellow Cards: Caceres 

Red Cards: Nil 


Melbourne Victory FC: 1. Nathan 
Coe (Gk), 2. Pablo Contreras, 3. 
Adama Traore, 4. Nicholas Ansell, 
6. Leigh Broxham (C), 7. Guilherme 
Finkler, 10. Archie Thompson, 14. 
James Troisi, 16. Rashid Mahazi 
(5. Mark Milligan, 21. Tomas Rogic 
(17. James Jeggo 80’), 24. Scott 
Galloway (23. Adrian Leijer 91’) 
Substitutes Not Used: 13. Andrew 
Nabbout, 30. Keegan Coulter (Gk) 
Yellow Cards: Galloway, Troisi, Coe 
Red Cards: Nil 
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Prodigal Son Returns ne 0 Bary Mariners 


By Adrian Deans 


I need to start by simply saying 
this: Wow! I have never seen a 
ball hit as hard as Eddie Bosnar 
struck his second free kick on the 
weekend! Expressions like ‘thun- 
der bolt’ and ‘tracer bullet’ can- 
not do justice, because they’ve 
been used before to describe the 
efforts of mere mortals like Peter 
Lorimer or Alan Shearer. The 
home crowd were imploring the 
referee to give more free kicks 
within Bosnar range — which I’d 
estimate to be 40 metres. 

The other story of the day, of 
course, was the return of Tom 
Rogic to Bluetongue. Mariners 
fans were keen to see him play, de- 
spite the colour of his jersey, and 
they weren’t disappointed — unfor- 
tunately. Rogic gave the crowd a 
taste of what was coming in the 7th 
minute when he tricked and bustled 
his way through the core of the de- 


fence and unleashed a shot straight 

at Reddy. He’s added strength to his 

game while playing in Scotland. 
With the exception of Rogic 


though, the Mariners had the best 


of the first half and went ahead in 


the 11th minute when Josh Rose’s 


shot was parried by Nathan Coe 
into the path of Bernie Ibini. Coe 
did well to nearly save Ibini’s point 


blank effort but the Mariners de- 


served their lead. 
Indeed, they should have gone two 


up shortly afterwards when Ibini 
was put away by Matt Simon’s 


clever reverse pass. Ibini got him- 
self tangled up when he needed 


to shoot but the Victory were just 
hanging on. Simon has improved 


out of sight since returning from 
Korea — he’s always had ability but 


is now playing with intelligence 
and finesse. 


The second half was a different 


story. Troisi had equalised in first 
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half injury time and Victory came 
out rampant after the break. They 
were rock solid at the back, with 
Traore marauding Josh Rose-style 
down the left, Rogic pulling strings 
in the centre, and Gui Finkler prob- 
ing with numerous clever runs and 
passes. When Rogic and Finkler 
combine there are few defences 
that can deal with them. 

Victory took the lead in Mariners- 
esque style. Traore got in behind 
and slammed the ball hard and 
low across the face where Archie 
Thompson nipped in ahead of the 
defence to prod past Reddy. 

Then came the main talking point. 


ES —R a NESS 


Eddie Bosnar lets fly with one 
of his stinging free-kicks. 


Trent Sainsbury (Mariners) gives chase 
to Nick Ansell (Melbourne Victory) 


Mile Sterjovksi was fouled just in- 
side the box and the entire crowd 
screamed for a penalty. The referee 
believed contact had been outside 
the box, infuriating the crowd who 
then turned to watch the replay 
and were booing loudly when it 
showed the referee was wrong. 

They were also denied the chance 
to see Bosnar tear the net off with 
a spot kick. 

Straight afterwards, Victory went 
up the other end and put the game 
out of reach when Troisi got his 
second, turning Rose and beating 
Reddy at his near post. And that 
was it — the Mariners never re- 


ally got back into the game. After 
Ibini was replaced they seemed to 
have no outlets up front — just kept 
pumping the ball long to Simon 
who had little or no support — and 
Victory enjoyed the sort of posses- 
sion the Mariners usually employ 
to grind the resistance out of most 
visitors to Bluetongue. 

The Mariners are very much a 
patchwork side these days. Bos- 
nar was a Straight swap for Trent 
Sainsbury, but Kim Seung Jong’s 
international clearance didn’t come 
through in time. We saw a glimpse 
of Isaka Cernak, who clearly has 
ability, but Matt Sim (new state 


1-0 Bernie Ibini (Mariners) is is on havid 
at the far post to slot the ball home 


13 Tackles 19 | 
11 Total Shots 11 
526 Total Passes 396 
56.8% Possession 43.2% 
9 Corners 7 
3 Offsides 4 


13 Fouls committed 12 


league recruit) didn’t make it off 
the bench. 

I think we also learned how much 
Sainsbury had been papering over 
the cracks at the back. 

It will be very interesting to see 
whether Mossy can (yet again) 
repair a team torn apart by mid- 
season transfers to make a serious 
bid to retain the title. 


Adrian Deans is the author of Mr 
Cleansheets and more recently 
Straight Jacket — published by 
High Horse Books and available 
in all good book stores. www.adri- 
andeans.com 
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SYDNEY 
FC 


Adelaide United 


Match Details 


Sydney FC 0 

Adelaide United 3 (Djite 17, Fer- 
riera 27, Jeronimo 79) 

Crowd: 13,335 @ Allianz Stadium 


Sydney FC: 1.Vedran Janjetovic, 
6.Nikola Petkovic, 2.Sebastian Ryall, 
5.Matt jurman, 22.Ali Abbas, 24.Hagi 
Gligor (19.Nick Carle), 35.Dylan Ca- 
ton (28.Matt Thompson), 21.Milos 
Dimitrijevic, 4.Ranko Despotovic, 
9.Corey Gameiro, 10.Alessandro Del 
Piero. 


Yellow Cards: Ryall, Despotovic. 
Red Cards: None 


Adelaide United: 1.Eugene galek- 
ovic, 4.Jonathan McKain, 21.Tarek 
Elrich, 3.Nigel Boogaard, 5.0sama 
Mali, 14.Cameron Watson, 8.Isaias, 
10.Marcelo Carrusca, 18.Michael 
Zullo (9.Sergio Cirio), 11.Bruce Djite 
(7.Jeronimo Neumann), 22.Fabio 
Farreira (2.Michael Marrone). 


Yellow cards: Isaias, Elrich, Neu- 
mann 
Red Cards: None 


1-0 Bruce Djite fires home his shot | % 
from just outside the box.... 
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It was the same old story on 
the pitch for Sydney FC on the 
weekend, with another poor per- 
formance leaving the so-called 
glamour club in crisis both on 
and off the pitch. 

For the supporters, it was the last 
straw in what has been another 
year of underperformance at a club 
that prides itself on results and the 
fantastic support of the Cove. 

That famous support was singing 
a different tune on the weekend 
however, with the Cove voicing 
their opinion on their embattled 
manager with a sign reading ‘We 
want Farina gone’. 

If another imminent loss and the 
Cove’s harsh words weren’t bad 
enough, it all ‘spilt over’ onto 
Frank Farina and the bench, pun 
intended. 

After going down 2-0 in an im- 
pressive opening half by Adelaide 
United, poor old Frank copped a 
beer from the crowd, soaking the 
besieged and humiliated coach. 

The man responsible was forc- 
ibly removed by security and when 
asked about it, Farina was light- 
hearted about the incident, but 
said it highlighted an issue with 
security. 

If that wasn’t bad enough for Syd- 
ney FC officials, fans in the Cove 
then clashed with security guards 
over the sign in the crowd. 

According to witnesses, secu- 

rity staff demanded the banners 
be taken down, and though they 
were, the wife of the Cove’s leader 
folded one up but refused to give 
it to them. 
At that point she and her husband 
were ejected, with many of the 
Cove members following in pro- 
test and demonstrating outside the 
ground. 

Officials will meet with leaders 
of The Cove this week in a bid to 
stave off the fan rebellion which 
threatens to engulf their season, but 
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16 Tackles 

13 Total Shots 10 
361 Total Passes 490 
42.7% Possession 57.3% 
3 Corners 6 
6 Offsides 0 
16 Foulscommitted 18 


Man of the Match 
Fabio Ferriera (Adelaide) 
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it seems supporters wont be satis- 
fied until the coach is removed, 
regardless of how the team finishes 
the season. 

While all this was all going on, 
there was a football match being 
played out, but Sydney’s fortunes 
on the pitch were has disappoint- 
ing as off it. 

Tensions off the field were sparked 
by yet another poor start at home, 
with Adelaide dominating posses- 
sion and getting their reward in the 
17th minute. 

A wonderful long pass from Isaias 
opened up Sydney’s defense, be- 
fore Bruce Djite squeezed his shot 
past a diving Vedran Janjetovic and 
into the near post. 

The goal triggered a mini walkout 
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from fans in The Cove, many of 
whom didn’t stick around the see 
their team concede a second. 


Sydney were caught out by a long 
pass, as Fabio Ferreira out-muscled 
Hagi Gligor and showed tremen- 
dous strength the slot the ball past a 
helpless Vedran Janjetovic. 

Following the second goal a mas- 
sive contingent of Sydney support- 
ers exited the stadium, chanting 
‘Frankie out’ for the remainder of 
the first half. 

Those still remaining in the sta- 
dium passionately booed their team 
off the pitch as they went into half- 
time 2-0 down. 

Sydney showed some fight at the 
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..and celebrates with team 


mates! 
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3-0 Carrusca uses his pace to leave 


A-League | Round 18 7 


the Sydney FC defence in his wake and 
_ steer the ball under Jedran Janjentovic. 


beginning of the second half when 
Alessandro Del Piero came close to 
getting a goal back with his 52nd 
minute free-kick. 

Adelaide remained in control how- 
ever, and finshed the game off in 
the 80th minute courtesy of some 
lazy, Sydney-like defending. 

The Sky Blues were caught nap- 
ping when Jeronimo found the ball 
at his feet and tapped it in from 
right in front of the goals, as the 
remainder of the fans in blue made 
for the exits. 

As if things couldn’t get any worse, 
Nick Carle and Matt Thompson 
voiced their frustration to the me- 
dia after the game, which resulted 
in the players being barred from 


training earlier in the week. 

It’s certainly been a tumultuous 
week for Frank Farina, his players 
and the fans alike. 

Meetings between officials and the 
Cove supporters should go a long 
way to easing tensions, but there’s 
no doubting changes at the club are 
imminent and in dire need, both on 
and off the pitch. 

Sydney FC take on Perth Glory at 
home this weekend hoping to once 
again resurrect their season and 
win over their disgruntled fans. 

For poor old Frankie, it’s the old 
one-week at a time cliché, as he 
dries off the beer and tries to save 
his team from further humiliation, 
and his job from termination. 
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MELBOURNE 


HEART 


Match Details 


Melbourne Heart Fe 2 (Kisnorbo 
51’, Williams 81’) 

Perth Glory 1 (Mcgarry 73’) 
Lavington Sports Ground, Albury 
City 

Attendance: Appx. 7,000 
Referee: Lucien Laverdure 


Melbourne Heart FC: 1. Andrew 
Redmayne (Gk), 3. Robbie Wielart, 
7. lain Ramsay (22. Nicholas Kalmar 
77), 8. Massimo Murdocca, 10. 
Harry Kewell(C) (19. Benjamin 
Garrucio 59’), 13. Jonatan Germano 
16. Aziz Behich, 17. Jason Hoffman, 
21. Stefan Mauk (15. David Wil- 
liams 56’), 23. Mate Dugandzic, 24. 
Patrick Kisnorbo 


Substitutes Not Used: 6. Patrick 
Gerhardt, 20. Tando Velhapi (Gk) 


Yellow Cards: Nil 
Red Cards: Nil 


Perth Glory: 1. Daniel Vukovic 

(Gk), 5. Rostyn Griffiths (8. Nebojsa 
Marinkovic 65’) , 7. Jacob Burns 

©, 9. Shane Smeliz, 14. Steven Mc- 
garry, 17. Chris Harold (10. Jamie 
Maclaren 86’), 19. Joshua Risdon, 
23. Michael Thwaite, 25. Riley 
Woodcock, 28. Darvydas Sernas 
(16. Sidnei Sciola Moraes 46’), 36. 
William Gallas. 


Substitutes Not Used: 2. Jack 
Clisby, 18. Jack Duncan (Gk) 


Yellow Cards: Nil 
Red Cards: Nil 
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In what was a landmark game 
for the City of Albury, being the 
first A-League match played for 
competition points in the region 
- Melbourne Heart continued 
their resurgence towards an in- 
creasingly likely finals berth with 
a 2-1 win in tough conditions. 

The 7000-strong crowd who 
braved the searing heat were not 
disappointed. David Williams 
struck and was the hero for the 
second week in succession, follow- 
ing a goal from defender, Patrick 
Kisnorbo, while Steve McGarry 
scored for the away side. 

The Heart have now collected 10 
points from a possible 12 in their 
past four fixtures. John v’ant Schip 
deserves much of the credit, as he 
looks to have balanced the side, 
who’s hopes looked dead in the 
water in December. Their last loss 
came at the hands of the Glory on 
January 10. 

This result leaves the Glory in 8th 
position, only six points clear of 
the bottom-placed Heart. 

A finals position is at stake, as they 
now find themselves two points 
adrift of sixth placed Wellington 
Phoenix. It’s not out of reach, but 
could slip away from them rather 
quickly if this poor form contin- 
ues. 

The Heart are renowned fast start- 
ers, but their struggles stem from 
their inability to turn territorial 
dominance into goals has been tell- 
ing. This particular aspect has been 
improved under v’ant Schip, as 
chances are starting to be created 
more freely. 

Within the first 12 minutes, Heart 

skipper Harry Kewell found him- 
self bearing down on goal on two 
separate occasions- but his execu- 
tion was poor. 
With the temperatures soaring to 
40 degrees throughout the day, the 
players were allowed two desig- 
nated drinks breaks with safety the 
primary concern. 

The general consensus before the 
game was that these conditions 
would suit the Western Australian 
side. Their forays into their attack- 
ing third in the were few and far 
between, much to the frustration of 
Glory coach Kenny Lowe. The first 
chance of the game came in the 26th 
minute. Iain Ramsay fired a shot 
from 25 yards straight at Danny Vu- 
kovic, and the keeper parried over 
for a corner. The Heart were grow- 
ing in stature as the Glory looked 
to wilted in the blistering heat. A 
minute later, Kewell led a counter 


2-1 Heart’s David Williams locks horns 
with Glory’s Danny Vukovic, and the ball 
heads towards the goal after Wiliams 
gets a second bite of the cherry. 


attack which saw Aziz Behich’s 
penalty appeal turned away by ref- 
eree Lucien Lavadore, who waved 
play on. 38 minutes gone, and Ja- 
son Hoffman’s back-post header 
from a looping Kewell cross was 
easily caught by Vukovic. Perth’s 
first real opening came in first half 
stoppage time, as Shane Smeltz’s 
lay-off to Jacob Burns was blazed 
over the crossbar. 

The home side made all the run- 


1-1 Steve McGarry (centre) celebrates his equaliser 
with teammates Michael Thwaite and Jacob Burns. 
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Heart survives the heat in Albury to take the Glory 
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Man of the Match 
Patrick Kisnorbo (Heart) 


M 


atch Stats p 


Tackles 11 
Total Shots 8 
Total Passes 442 
Possession 51.3% 
Corners 3 
Offsides 0 
Fouls committed 17 


ning in the first period, and that 
continued early in the second half. 
Their reward was not too far away 
as the Glory continued to struggle 
in the heat. After a Behich cross 
was put out by Chris Harold for a 
corner, Harry Kewell delivered a 
lovely flighted ball and Kisnorbo 
made no mistake at the front post. 
The Melburnians’ tails were up, 
and created a few more menacing 
situations by crossing from deeper 


i 


wide areas. 
Heart’s new-look pressing game 
eventually took its toll as the tem- 
perature hovered above 39 degrees, 
approaching 7pm local time. 
Perth sensed an opportunity, which 
saw their work-rate increase, and 
in the 77th minute McGarry struck 
back. 

Smeltz’s header was cleared off the 
line by Behich, albeit weakly, and 
Michael Thwaite directed another 
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Photos: LIVE PIXELS 


header towards the centre of goal 
- where McGarry gleefully turned 
home past Andrew Redmayne The 
away side found themselves level 
for less than 10 minutes, before 
v’ant Schip’s substitutes combined 
for a killer blow. Ben Garrucio 
played the super-sub Williams in 
on goal - and while his initial at- 
tempt was blocked by Vukovic, he 
nodded the rebound home over the 
stranded goalkeeper. 


a 
1-0 Patrick Kisnorbo 
heads home from 
the corner to break 
the deadlock. 


Photos: BEN NEVILLE 
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Goodwin inspired Jets go down to in- form Nix 
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Match Details 


Newcastle Jets 2 

(Goodwin 26’, 46’) 

Wellington Phoenix 3 (Hernandez 
21’, Huysegems 33’, Hicks 72’) 

At Hunter Stadium 

Crowd: 10,406 

Referee: Shaun Evans 

Assistants: Luke Brennan, Lance 
Greenshields 

Fourth official: Chris Young 


Newcastle Jets: 1. Mark Birighitti, 
3. Taylor Regan, 4. Kew Jaliens, 6. 
Zenon Caravella, 7. Andrew Hoole 
(16. Jacob Pepper 75’) 8.Ruben 
Zadkovich (c ), 11. Craig Goodwin 
(19. Michael Bridges 82’), 15. Josh 
Brillante, 21. Sam Gallaway, 22. 
Adam Taggart, 27. Nick Ward (13. 
Joey Gibbs 27’) 


Substitutes not used: 20. Ben 
Kennedy (gk), 24. Mitchell Oxbor- 
row 

Yellow Cards: Hoole 24’, Caravella 
42’ 

Red Cards: nil 


Wellington Phoenix: 1. Glenn 
Moss, 2. Manny Muscat, 3. Reece 
Caira, 6. Joshua Brinsdell- South 
(15. Jason Hicks 66’), 10. Stein 
Huysegems, 12. Tyler Boyd (11. 
Jeremy Brockie 66’), 17. Vince 
Lia, 18. Ben Sigmund, 21. Carlos 
Hernandez, 22. Andrew Durante (c 
), 23. Matthew Ridenton (14. Alex 
Rufer 84’) 


Substitutes not used: 20.Lewis 
Italiano (gk), 24.Roy Krishna 


Yellow Cards: Muscat 43’ 
Red Cards: nil 


AMRIAN DEANS 


By Shaun Dyas ae, 


The Wellington Phoenix has 
beaten the Newcastle Jets 3-2 
in a tense and thrilling Sunday 
afternoon of football at Hunter 
Stadium. 

Despite a sterling performance from 
the Jets wide man Craig Goodwin, 
including two goals, the Phoenix 
proved the better side to continue 
their fine recent form in the com- 
petition. 

Clinical finishes from the Phoenix 
trio of Carlos Hernandez, Stein 
Huysegems and 66th minute sub- 
stitute Jason Hicks were enough to 
consign the Jets to another disap- 
pointing defeat at home. 

Their defence was looking unor- 
ganised for much of the match and 
the Phoenix deservedly made the 
home side pay. 

Wellington came out of the blocks 
stating their intent from the kick-off 
and it only took them two minutes 
to fashion the first chance. Huy- 
segems managed to wriggle past 
some close attention before cutting 
back to Hernandez on the edge of 
the area. 

He thrashed a shot goal bound that 
was well parried away by Jets keep- 
er Mark Birighitti in what would 
prove to be the first in a number 
of efforts on his goal for the after- 
noon. 

Apart from an attempt from Jets 
leading scorer Adam Taggart, in 
which he rounded the keeper but 
then stumbled at the crucial mo- 
ment, the Phoenix always looked 
likely of taking the lead. 

They did so on 21 minutes. 
Newcastle were guilty of failing 
to sufficiently clear their lines and 
the ball fell to the feet of Costa Ri- 
can Hernandez. He cut inside two 
defenders who were retreating and 
placed a drive inside the near post 


RS 
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roof of the net with his trusty left 
foot, leaving the largely untroubled 
Glenn Moss to pick the ball out of 
his net. 

Newcastle did not heed the warn- 
ings of the Phoenix’s first goal and 


of a blindsided Birighitti. The strike 
was no less than the threatening 
Phoenix deserved. 

Strangely enough, it took the Phoe- 
nix only 5 minutes to be just as 
loose playing out from the back, 
also costing them the equaliser. 
Ben Sigmund was harried into er- 
ror by Zenon Caravella who played 
a square ball into the path of Good- 


an almost carbon copy ensued, this 
time finished by Huysegems. The 
Belgian striker picked the ball up 
and drove at a retreating Taylor 
Regan in the Jets’ defence. His fin- 
ish was unerring; as he placed the 
ball just inside Birighitti’s left up- 
right for 2-1. 

Newcastle needed to get out of the 
blocks in the second half and it 


seems that whatever interim man- 
— ese Zane said to Good- 


win. He smashed a drive into the 


Man of the match Craig Goodwin ended 
up on the losing team with a brace. 


A new novel by GW’s Adrian Deans 


Adrian Deans does for Sydney's leafy fringes what Irvine 
Welsh does for Edinburgh's council estates. 

Straight Jacket is a ripsnorter of a ride through the dark 
heart of the burbs and may just be Australia’s answer to 
American Psycho. 

Kirsten Krauth, just_a_girl 


Sometimes funny, sometimes disturbing, and always 
compelling. With a super original premise 

and a one-of-a-kind protagonist, Deans’ entertaining fol- 
low up to Mr Cleansheets delivers on every level. 

Tony Wilson, Making News 


A disturbingly good read. Unnerving and darkly comic. 
Stuart Quin, Ealing Studios Australia 


win, the young man listened. 

A minute after the restart, Goodwin 
dribbled past some flimsy defence 
from the Phoenix and drove into 
the edge of the area. He skilfully 
bent an effort with his least fa- 
voured right foot around Moss and 
just inside the post. It was a superb 
goal from a player now playing at 
the peak of his confidence. 

The goal seemed to buoy the home 
side and they continued to pressure 
the Phoenix in what was their best 
spell of the match. Possession was 
largely with the home side but they 
were still struggling to create any 
outstanding goal scoring chances. 
Wellington was still looking dan- 


Vince Lia (Phoenix) at- 
tempts to cut out Zenon 
Caravella’s pass. 


s 
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tenis Jets’ Sam ia is outnumbered by Andrew 
Durante, Vince Lia and Ben Sigmund of the Phoenix. 


gerous on the break and Reece Cai- 
ra could have retaken the lead in 
the 53rd minute. More lax defend- 
ing from the Jets led to Huysegems 
playing Caira through on goal. He 
side-footed straight into the body 
of Birighitti, who spread himself 
well to smother the shot from just 
outside the six yard box. 

Newcastle was continuing to de- 
fend poorly and ultimately they 
would be made to pay for it. This 
time substitute Hicks was the man 
who picked the ball up and ran at 
a retreating Jets rearguard. He used 
the instep of his left foot and placed 
the ball into the net from the edge 
of the area past Birighitti, who 
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again had no chance of stoppin: 
the strike. 
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Tackles 
" Total Shots a 
341 Total Passes 375 
48.7% Possession 51.3% 
8 Corners 4 
3 Offsides 5 


13 Foulscommitted 11 


OCCER CLUB 


VPL Champions: 1981, 1982, 
1983, 1999,2000,2003,2005, 
2010, 2011 
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1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (gk) (c) 
2.Michael MARRONE 
3.Nigel BOOGAARD 
4.Jon McKAIN 

5.0sama MALIK 
7.JERONIMO 

8.ISAIAS 

9.Sergio CIRIO 
10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
11.Bruce DJITE 
14.Cameron WATSON 
17.Awer MABIL 
18.Michael ZULLO 
19.Jake BARKER-DAISH 
20.Paul IZZO (gk) 
21.Tarek ELRICH 
22.Fabio FERREIRA 
23.Jordan ELSEY 

*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 19.Jake BARKER-DAISH 
(promoted), 23.Jordan ELSEY 
(promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 6.CASSIO (hamstring 
tendon — indefinite), 15.Jacob MEL- 
LING (knee — 3 weeks), 31.Ryan 
GRIFFITHS (shin soreness) 
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Reds Ready To 
Dump Mariners 
On Valentines 


The A-League season is slowly 
drawing to it’s conclusion but 
for us fans the contests just keep 
hotting up. The race for a finals 
berth is as tight as it’s been in 
recent years, but it’s time for Ad- 
elaide United to play their cards 
as a run of consecutive games 
against the current tool four 
sides starts this Friday against 
the Mariners. 

The Reds take on Melbourne Vic- 
tory, Brisbane Roar and Western 
Sydney all in the next few games, 
with a tie against in form Wel- 
lington Phoenix in between, giv- 
ing Gombau the chance to prove 
his tactical grit in a bid to clinch a 
finals spot for the first time of ask- 
ing. 

Adelaide are still the in-form team 
in the A-League. Despite their blip 
in Phoenix two rounds ago, they 
responded magnificently handing 
Del Piero and his Sydney boys a 
three zip thumping on home soil 
last week, handing them an impres- 
sive one defeat in the last nice and 
just three points off third spot. Con- 
sidering their state of affairs early 
on, with one win in their first nine 
games, it’s quite a turnaround. 

You never know what you are go- 
ing to get with the Mariner’s these 


days but you can never rule them 
out. Never rule out the champions. 
Though they are enduring a similar 
test to what Adelaide are about to 
encounter - test against hard metal. 
Having faced and lost to both Bris- 
bane and Victory in the last two 
rounds, the champs need to get back 
on track. 

So we are all set for a Valentine’s 
Day showdown. A win for Adelaide 
sees them hop into third spot, thier 
highest posit all season, while Cen- 
tral Coast can move to within a sin- 
gle point of Western Sydney. 

Gombau though is keeping his feet 
well and truly on the ground, recent- 
ly claiming that it simply “doesn’t 
matter” if his side make it into the 
finals this season, reiterating his in- 
tentions for a long term plan. 

However, club captain Eugene 
Galekovic has added some spice to 


Fri Feb 14 Hindmarsh Stdm 7:30 PM 


the broth saying his boss may have 
a different approach away from the 
media spotlight. 

The boss tells us things behind 
closed doors and maybe doesn’t 
always tell the truth in press confer- 
ences.” 

“He knows we’re in a good po- 
sition right now. I think once he 
builds his team even more next year 
he’s thinking we’re going to give it 
areal crack. 

“But definitely us players and even 
the coaching staff (know) we’re ina 
good position right now to do some- 
thing in the finals.” 

The Mariner’s will be seeking re- 
venge after being on the end of a 
hammering the last time they came 
to South Australia, receiving a 4-0 
thumping, and to do that they must 
keep Currusca quiet. The Argentin- 
ian has played a pivotal role to the 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 27 
Adelaide Utd 7 
Mariners 7 
Drawn 6 


Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


TV broadcast: 6.30pm (AEDT) Live 
coverage on FOX Sports 2HD, SBS 2 
and on Sky Sport 2 (New Zealand). 
Radio Broadcast: 891 ABC Adelaide, 
ABC Local radio SA, 92.5 ABC central 
Coast Online/A-League Live Mobile 
phone app. SBS Radio. 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#ADLVCCM 


Reds this season and is in tip-top 
form. 

It’s all quite in both camps with 
regards to injuries leading up to the 
game, but watch out for Mariner’s 
new arrival Kim Seung- Yong, who is 
expected to at least make the bench. 
Adelaide are showing great depth 
right now, with Jeronimo, Cirio and 
Mabil left out of the starting eleven 
in Sydney. Gombau may be tempted 
to freshen his side but why fix some- 
thing that’s not broken? 

I can’t see a 
repeat of the December showdown, 
albeit being so one sided, but I do ex- 
pect to see Adelaide shine brightly in 
their first match back at Cooper’s in 
3 rounds. Confidence is high and the 
home fans can expect to see goals. 


All KO times are AEDT 


CentRat coast 


1.Justin PASFIELD (gk) 
3.Joshua ROSE 
4.Marcel SEIP 
5.Zachary ANDERSON 
7.John HUTCHINSON (C) 
8. Nick MONTGOMERY 
9.Mitchell DUKE 
11.Nick FITZGERALD 
12.Liam REDDY (Gk) 
15.Storm ROUX 
17.Anthony CACERES 
19.Matt SIMON 
20.Bernie IBINI 
21.Mile STERJOVSKI 
25.Eddy BOSNAR 
26.Kim SEUNG-YONG 
27.\saka CERNAK 
*“One to be omitted** 


Ins: 8.Nick MONTGOMERY 
(returns from suspension), 26.Kim 
SEUNG-YONG (pending Interna- 
tional Transfer Clearance) 


Outs: 29.Matt SIM (omitted) 


Unavailable: 10.Marcos FLORES 
(knee — season), 14.Michael 
MCGLINCHEY (on loan — Vegalta 
Sendai), 18.Michael NEILL (knee 
— season), 23.Adam KWASNIK 
(knee — season) 


FC 


Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (gk) 
4.Ranko DESPOTOVIC 
5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

9.Corey GAMEIRO 
10.Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
13.Sasa OGNENOVSKI 
14.Mitch MALLIA 

17.Terry ANTONIS 
20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (gk) 
21.Milos DIMITRIJEVIC 
22.Ali ABBAS 

24.Hagi GLIGOR 

25.Daniel PETKOVSKI 
28.Matt THOMPSON 
29.Alec UROSEVSKI 
34.Aaron CALVER 

35.Dylan CATON 

*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 13.Sasa OGNENOVSKI (new 
signing), 17.Terry ANTONIS (returns 
from injury), 25.Daniel PETK- 
OVSKI (promoted), Alec UROSEVSKI 
(promoted) 


Outs: 2.Seb RYALL (suspended — 1 
game), 19.Nick CARLE (adductor — 
2 weeks) 


Unavailable: Rhyan GRANT (knee 
— season), Pedj BOJIC (back — 2 
weeks) Terry MCFLYNN (quad — 1 
week), Richard GARCIA (ankle — 1 
week) 


Crunch time; 
now or never 
for Farina and 


his men 


It’s been a tumultuous week for 
the men in East Sydney, with ev- 
erything from supporter protests 
to players being barred from 
training. 

Another shambolic start by the Sky 
Blues, with Adelaide 2-0 ahead be- 
fore the half-hour mark as well as a 
late sealer, left Sydney FC languish- 
ing in the bottom half of the table, 
their 7th loss in 10 games. 

Once again, it was sloppy defense 
that lead to their demise, and an at- 
tacking system that just won’t click, 
even with the great Alessandro Del 
Piero spearheading the offense. 

It’s not just the performances on the 
field which are coming under fire, 
with CEO Tony Pignata and Bar- 
low meeting with Cove leaders this 
week to hear their concerns and try 
to convince them to hold fire on the 
apparent hostility to the club’s ad- 
ministration. 

On the field there appeared to be 
further revolt, with midfielder Nick 
Carle making clear in a post-match 
TV interview his utter frustration 
with the deep-lying role he’s been 
given all season by his besieged 
coach Frank Farina. 

Matt Thompson also clashed with 


coach Frank Farina, leaving Thomp- 
son and Carle banned from training 
earlier in the week. 

Despite calls for his head, Farina has 
this week showed he is going no- 
where, ignoring calls to resign and 
making a stance against the players 
who clearly agree with the senti- 
ments of the Cove. 

This week sees them return to the 
scene of the crime for their second 
match at Allianz in as many weeks. 
Their opponent Perth Glory, despite 
being a point behind the struggling 
Sky Blues, seem to be in better 
shape and will be looking to catch 
Wellington and Adelaide who are 
fifth and sixth respectively. 

The Glory were made to travel to 
Melbourne last weekend, followed 
by a three hour trip to Albury in 40 
degree heat. 

Despite going down to a late David 


Williams header, a young Glory side 
emulated their opponents, showing 
great heart in searing conditions in 
the New South Wales countryside. 
The Glory’s results haven’t been 
great in recent weeks, but the addi- 
tions of Royston Griffiths in defense 
and Lithuanian Darvydas Sernas up 
front should add to an improving 
young side not only this season, but 
in years to come. 

Perth will be looking to eradicate the 
errors in their game that lead to both 
Heart goals on the weekend, with 
the knowledge that if they can keep 
a clean sheet against the Sky Blues, 
they will more than likely win the 
game. 

For Sydney, you’d think defense 
will once again be a focal point at 
training this week, as Farina and his 
embattled squad try and sure up the 
leaks in their back four. 


Sat Feb 15 Allianz Stadium 5:30 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 25 
Sydney FC 11 
Glory 6 
Drawn 8 


Referee: Chris Beath 


TV Broadcast: 5.00pm (AEDT) Live and 
exclusive broadcast on FOX Sports 2HD 
and Sky Sport 1 (New Zealand). 


Radio Broadcast: 702 ABC Sydney, Local 
Radio NSW, 720 ABC Perth Grandstand 
Digital , Online/A-League Live Mobile 
phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#SYDvPER 


Going forward, they’re always going 
to be a chance with the quality indi- 
viduals they have in the final third, 
it’s just a question of whether they 
can put this turbulent week behind 
them and come together once again. 
If Sydney have showed us anything 
this season it’s that they’re extreme- 
ly inconsistent, hopefully for their 
sake they keep that going this week 
and notch up a win despite a horrible 
performance against Adelaide. 
However, with Perth’s so-far disap- 
pointing season going forward and 
Sydney FC’s tentativeness after 
such a horrible week, I can see these 
teams cancelling each other out in a 
low scoring affair. 


Glory Line Up 


1.Daniel VUKOVIC (gk) 
2.Jack CLISBY 
5.Rostyn GRIFFITHS 
7.Jacob BURNS 
8.Nebojsa MARINKOVIC 
9.Shane SMELTZ 
10.Jamie MACLAREN 
14.Steven McGARRY 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17.Chris HAROLD 
18.Jack DUNCAN (gk) 
19.Josh RISDON 
20.Daniel DE SILVA 
23.Michael THWAITE 
25.Riley WOODCOCK 
28.Darvydas SERNAS 
36.William GALLAS 
**One to be omitted ** 


Ins: 20.Daniel DE SILVA (pro- 
moted) 


Outs: Nil 
Unavailable: Travis DODD (knee 


— indefinite), Scott JAMIESON 
(Achilles — indefinite) 
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Phoenix Line Up 


1.Glen Moss (GK) 
2.Manny Muscat 
3.Reece Caira 
5.Michael Boxall 
6.Josh Brindell-South 
9.Kenny Cunningham 
10.Stein Huysegems 
11.Jeremy Brockie 
12.Tyler Boyd 

14.Alex Rufer 
15.Jason Hicks 
17.Vince Lia 

18.Ben Sigmund 
20.Lewis Italiano (GK) 
21.Carlos Hernandez 
22.Andrew Durante (c) 
23.Matthew Ridenton 
24.Roy Krishna 
**Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 5.Michael Boxall (returns 
from suspension), 9.Kenny Cun- 
ningham.(returns from suspen- 
sion). 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: 7.Leo Bertos (groin 
— 2-3 weeks), 8.Paul Ifill (Achilles 
— season), 13.Albert Riera (groin 
— 4-5 weeks), 16.Louis Fenton 
(shoulder — season) 


Wellington Phoenix v Melbourne Heart} Sun Feb 16 Westpac Stdm 3:00 PM 


Fixture gets 
make-over 


Wellington Phoenix versus Mel- 
bourne Heart is not quite the pros- 
pect it was as 2013 drew to a close. 

A fixture that a few months ago 
would have been drawn up as a bot- 
tom-of-the-table clash is now a meet- 
ing between two of the A-League’s 
form sides. 

The same two sides whose winless 
starts to the season stretched deep 
into December (Phoenix) and right 
into mid-January (Heart), have piled 
on the points in recent weeks. 

Melbourne have picked up ten of 
the past 12 points on offer, while 
Wellington have won six of their last 
eight. 

Ernie Merrick’s side rose into the 
top six for the first time following 
Sunday’s win over Newcastle Jets. 
The Phoenix are still eight points 
above this week’s opposition, who 
continue to occupy the bottom spot 
on the ladder and — despite a strong 
run — will know that they can ill af- 
ford any slip-ups if they’re to make a 
late, late run into the playoffs. 

A breakthrough win against a ram- 
pant Wellington side at the moment 
won’t be an easy ask by any stretch 
of the imagination but a plucky Heart 
side have made a habit of spoiling the 
party since John van’t Schip returned 
to the club. 

Perhaps buoyed by the hefty invest- 
ment of Manchester’s blue half earli- 
er this month, Melbourne Heart have 


lost just one of six games under the 
tutelage of the Dutchman. 

That run has seen them pick up 
rare back-to-back wins capped off 
by Sunday’s victory over the Perth 
Glory in the oppressive Albury heat, 
courtesy of a second late winner 
by David Williams in consecutive 
weeks. 

While on the topic of in-form strik- 
ers, van’t Schip could do worse than 
to warn his side about Phoenix front- 
man Stein Huysegems. The Belgian 
registered his ninth — and golden 
boot-equalling — goal at Hunter Sta- 
dium and has bagged seven in his 
previous eight games. 

It’s scarcely been a coincidence that 
Wellington’s return to form has coin- 
cided with Huysegems’s prominence 
in front of goal. 

It remains unclear as to whether his 


supply will be bolstered by the return 
of Spanish midfielder Albert Riera 
who remains under an injury cloud. 
But the significance of the former 
backpacker’s absence is offset by 
the impressive displays of Matthew 
Ridenton and Jason Hicks and the 
scintillating shift put in by Carlos 
Hernandez in New South Wales. 
Melbourne Heart might have over- 
come a major psychological hurdle 
with Sunday’s 2-1 win over Perth 
Glory, their first win away from Vic- 
toria in what has seemed an eternity. 
The next step would be to pick up 
their first win across the Tasman Sea 
this weekend, which would be only 
their third against the Phoenix in 11 
attempts. 

That might be easier said than done, 
however — Wellington have been in 
fine form at home, having only lost to 
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The Odds Head-to-Head 


Phoenix 1.90 Played 10 
Draw 3.65 Phoenix 5 
Heart 4.20 Heart 2 

Drawn 3 


Referee: Jarred Gillett 


TV Broadcast: 3.00pm (AEDT) Live 
and exclusive coverage on FOX 
Sports 2HD and Sky Sport 3 (New 
Zealand). 

Radio Broadcast: 702 ABC Melbourne, 
Local Radio Vic, Online/A-League 
Live Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#SYDVADL 


Kiss of Death 
Phoenix 4-1 Heart 


the league-leading Brisbane Roar in 
New Zealand and put on a show the 
last time they played at Westpac Sta- 
dium, thrashing Melbourne’s cross- 
town rivals 5-0 three weeks ago. 

If the moves of Wellington’s PR and 
marketing teams click, there ought 
to be a big crowd in attendance to 
witness the most unlikely of form 
clashes, had you looked at the table 
a month ago. 

The recipe is there for a much more 
inspiring match than the last time the 
two sides met — a lacklustre effort in 
December in which a Huysegems 
goal proved the difference. 

A win would move the Heart to 
within two points of the second-bot- 
tom Jets while Wellington could con- 
cievably be within touching distance 
of the top four by weekend’s end. 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 


Y 


Heart Line | HeartLine Up 


1.Andrew REDMAYNE aE 
3.Robbie WIELAERT 
4.0rlando ENGELAAR 
6.Patrick GERHARDT 
7.lain RAMSAY 
8.Massimo MURDOCCA 
10.Harry KEWELL (c) 
11.Michael MIFSUD 
13.Jonatan GERMANO 
15.David WILLIAMS 
16.Aziz BEHICH 
17.Jason HOFFMAN 
19.Benjamin GARRUCIO 
20.Tando VELHAPI (GK) 
21.Stefan MAUK 
22.Nicholas KALMAR 
23.Mate DUGANDZIC 
24.Patrick KISNORBO 
**Two to be omitted*** 


Ins: 4.0rlando ENGELAAR (returns 
from suspension), 11.Michael 
MIFSUD (promoted) 

Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Nil 


1.Michael THEO 
2.Matthew SMITH (c) 
3.Shane STEFANUTTO 
5.lvan FRANJIC 
7.Besart BERISHA 
8.Steven LUSTICA 
10.HENRIQUE 

13.Jade NORTH 
14.Diogo FERREIRA 
15.James DONACHIE 
16.Jean Carlos SOLORZANO 
18.Luke BRATTAN 
19.Jack HINGERT 
20.Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22.Thomas BROICH 
23.Dimitri PETRATOS 
26.Corey BROWN 

**One to be omitted** 


Ins: 19.Jack HINGERT (promoted), 
26.Corey BROWN (promoted) 


Outs: 11.Liam MILLER (suspend- 
ed — one week) 


Unavailable: 17.Matt McKAY 
(ankle — one week), 25.George 
LAMBADARDIS (knee — season) 


Roar’s Jets 
Hoodoo to 


Continue? 


After leaving Wanderland with 
a point Brisbane Roar will this 
week attempt to overcome their 
Newcastle Jets hoodoo as they 
aim to take another step towards 
the Premier’s Plate. 

With only nine rounds to go and 
seven points clear of their nearest 
rivals Brisbane are in the box seat 
as the season enters its final third. 
Mike Mulve y came out after the 
Wanderers match to state that his 
side will only get better from here 
and given his club’s record in this 
fixture they will need to ifthey want 
to maintain the gap at the top. 

Since the A-League’s inception 
Newcastle have found Suncorp 
Stadium a happy hunting ground, 
losing only twice on their travels to 
Brisbane. The last time these two 
sides met was back in December 
and that match went true to form, 
Newcastle finishing 2-0 victors 
thanks to an own goal from James 
Donachie and a second-half strike 
from Joseph Gibbs. 

Indeed despite sitting second-last 
on the table Newcastle have al- 
ready defeated Brisbane twice this 
season, their first victory coming 
all the back in round six, Adam 


Taggart reminding the Australian 
football public of his potential with 
a well taken brace. 

Those two victories for the Jets 
weren’t enough to keep Gary Von 
Egmond in a job and this Sunday 
will mark the first visit for Clayton 
Zane since he took over as man- 
ager at the club. 

Zane hasn’t enjoyed a great run 
since taking over, only collecting 
one point from a possible nine and 
his displeasure at Sunday’s 3-2 loss 
to Wellington Phoenix was clear 
for all to see. 

Craig Goodwin should be confi- 
dent of a place in the starting line- 
up after his performance in against 
the Phoenix but he’ ll be one of few 


as Zane indicated that he was pre- 
pared to ring the changes after the 
loss and it will be interesting to see 
who takes to the pitch come Sun- 
day afternoon. 

Marquee striker Emile Heskey, 
who has missed the past two games 
with a back strain, could return to 
reinforce a forward line that will 
be without Joel Griffiths and An- 
drew Hoole (both suspended) and 
Nick Ward (knee injury). New 
signing David Carney has been 
training with the club but is report- 
edly unlikely to take part with the 
coaching staff unhappy with his 
current fitness levels. 

Brisbane will likely be without 
Matt McKay once more whilst the 


Brisbane Roar v Newcastle Jets Sun Feb 16 Suncorp Stdm 5:00 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Roar 1.44 Played 27 

Draw 4.65 Roar 9 

Jets 7.50 Jets 11 
Drawn 7 


Referee: Takuto Okabe (JPN) 


TV Broadcast: 5.00pm (AEDT) Live and 
exclusive broadcast on FOX Sports 2HD 
and Delayed Broadcast on Sky Sport 1 
(New Zealand). 

Radio Broadcast: 612 ABC Brisbane, 
Local Radio QLD, 1233 ABC Newcastle, 
Online/A-League Live Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#BRIVNEW 


Kiss of Death 
Roar 1-1 Jets 


return of Ivan Franjic from injury 
is a headache for Mike Mulvey as 
he attempts to slot the Socceroo 
back into a winning side. 

Franjic’s appearance at left mid- 
field last weekend didn’t inspire 
and given the return of Steven Lus- 
tica to the club and Jack Hingert’s 
continued absence it would not be 
too surprising to see Franjic return 
to his old role at right-back. 

It’s certainly not the worst problem 
to have and the arrival of Lustica 
along with fellow returnee Juan 
Carlos Solorzano is a timely boost 
for a squad that could go ten points 
clear at the top of the A-League 
given that Western Sydney played 
their Round 19 match back in De- 
cember. 


WEWCAST ig 


UNITED 


1.Mark BIRIGHITTI (gk) 
3. Taylor REGAN 

4.Kew JALIENS 
6.Zenon CARAVELLA 
8.Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9.Emile HESKEY 
11.Craig GOODWIN 
12.Connor CHAPMAN 
13.Joey GIBBS 
15.Josh BRILLANTE 
16.Jacob PEPPER 
17.James VIRGILI 
19.Michael BRIDGES 
21.Sam GALLAWAY 
20.Ben KENNEDY (gk) 
22.Adam TAGGART 
23.David CARNEY 
24.Mitch OXBORROW 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 9.Emile Heskey (returns 
from injury), 17.James VIRGILI 
(promoted), 12.Connor CHAP- 
MAN (promoted), 23.David 
CARNEY (promoted) 


Outs: 7.Andrew HOOLE (sus- 
pended — one week), 27.Nick 
WARD (knee — short term) 


Unavailable: 2.Scott NEVILLE 
(knee injury — long term), 5.Ben 
KANTAROVSKI (knee — short 
term), 25.Mitch COOPER (knee 
injury — long term), 29.Joel 
GRIFFITHS (suspension — one 
week) 


The activity tracker that makes you move. 


TRACK YOUR ACTIVITY 
REACH YOUR DAILY GOAL 


FOLLOW YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS 


ON SPECIAL THIS WEEK FOR $125.00 
WWW.REFSWORLD.com 


loop 


Living an active 
een this 
The Polar Loop allows anyone to 
track their activity 24/7 and gives 
guidance to reach activity goals. 
Track your moves on your wrist, 
on the web and on your mobile. 


life has never 
un and easy. 


Check the Polar Flow web service and 
learn how all your small choices and daily 
habits can make a world of difference. 
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By Christopher Hearn 


Ja 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


The ACL returns 
for another sea- 
son and the Mel- 
bourne Victory 
will be hoping 
to make a bigger 
mark on Asia’s premier com- 
petition than their last ill-fated 
campaign-. 

Victory will plays Muangthong 
United at Simonds Stadium after 
the Thai powerhouseside defeat- 
ed Ha Noi T&T 2-0 in its second- 
round playoff on Sunday. 

Their opponents on Saturday eve- 
ning, are Thai side Muangthong. 
They are currently placed __ in 
the __ league and will provide a 
big test for the home side. Form 
suggests the away side generally 
do not travel well, but Victory will 
be ill-served in taking a side with 
Thai internationals lightly. 

Datsakorn Thonglao is one of 
their most potent threats, the 
diminutive playmaker has rep- 
resented Thailand 96 times, and 
at 30 years of age is in his peak. 
However, Muangthong are sorely 
lacking proper match practice, as 
the Thai Premier League season 
finished in November. Another 
issue for the Thai side to contend 
with, is that head coach Scott 
Cooper, is relatively new to the 
job having only been appointed 
last month. His knowledge of 
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Victory returns to Asian Champions League action 


the way his team best operates 
will stem from practice matches 
at best, so that may play into the 
Victory’s hands. The home sides 
own form has been patchy at 
best this season, a 3-1 win over 
the Central Coast Mariners last 
Saturday was preceeded by a 
1-1 draw and two 5-0 thumpings. 
It’s unclear which Victory side 
will turn up. The lure of possible 
Asian football has attracted Tom 
Rogic, James Troisi and Besart 
Berisha to the club, with the Al- 
banian joining at the start of next 
season. Realistically, this Victory 
side has enough in their arsenal 
to advance here, but their unpre- 
dictability has been a hallmark 
so far, in a season littered with 


managerial instability and off 
field distractions. 

That all seems to be settled for 
now, so there will be no excuses if 
they don’t get the job done here. 
Adrian Leijer has been ruled out 
with a fractured eye socket, the 
injury sustained in the dying 
embers of the match against the 
Mariners. Nick Ansell and Pablo 
Contreras will make up the cen- 
tral defensive pairing as a result. 
In another unwelcome develop- 
ment, Brazilian midfielder Gui 
Finkler is unable to participate 
due to the imports rule in the 
competition. Teams are only al- 
lowed to field three foreigners 
plus a nominated Asian player for 
Asian Champions League games. 


Mark Milligan should start in 
midfield, as his recovery from an 
arthroscope in his knee has been 
extraordinary. Originally ruled 
out for up to six weeks, Milligan 
was on the bench for the win in 
Gosford. 

The Mariners and the Western 
Sydney Wanderers await the ACL 
group stage having already quali- 
fied automatically. 

The Mariners, having been 
crowned champions in last sea- 
son’s A-League grand final, await 
Sanfreece Hiroshima, FC Seoul, 
and the winner of the play-off 
tie between Beijing Guoan and 
Chonburi will make up Group F. 
The Western Sydney Wanderers 
will face Guizhou Renhe, Kawa- 


2nd Qualifying Round 
Muang Thong Utd 2 - 0 Ha Noi 
Lekhwiya 2 - 1 Al Hadd 

Bani Yas 0 - 4 Al Qadsia 

El Jaish 5 - 1 Nasaf 
Lokomotiv 1 - 3 Al Kuwait 
Chonburi 3 - 0 South China 


3rd Qualifying Round 

Play-off East 3 

Melb Victory v Muang Thong Utd 
Beijing Guoan v Chonburi 


Play-off West 3 
Lekhwiya v Al Kuwait 
Al Qadsia v El Jaish 


Winners qualify for group stage. 


saki Frontale and Ulsan Hyundai 
in Group H. 

As Australian clubs continue to 
try and make a name for them- 
selves in the Asian football-sphere, 
it will be interesting to see how 
our three teams with very con- 
trasting styles fare up against the 
more technically-proficient sides 
based in Asia. 


Saturday, February 15 
KO 7:45pm (AEDT) 
Kardinia Park, Geelong 
TV: Live on Fox Sports 


All KO times are AEDT 


Group A 
Esteghlal (Irn) 
Al Rayyan (Qat) 
Al Jazira (Uae) 
Al Shabab (Ksa 


Group B 

Al Fateh (Ksa) 

Foolad Khouzestan (Irn) 
Winner Of Playoff 3.1 (West) 
Bunyodkor (Uzb) 


Group C 

Al Ain (Uae) 

Al Ittihad (Ksa) 

Tractorsazi Tabriz (Irn) 
Winner Of Playoff 3.2(West) 


Group D 

Al Sadd (Qat) 

Al Ahli (Uae) 

Al Hilal (Ksa) 

Foolad Mobarakeh Sepahan (Irn) 


Group E 

Pohang Steelers (Kor) 
Buriram United (Tha) 
Shandong Luneng Fc (Chn) 
Cerezo Osaka (Jpn) 


Group F 

Sanfrecce Hiroshima (Jpn) 
Central Coast Mariners (Aus) 
Fc Seoul (Kor) 

Winner Of Playoff 3.1 (East) 


Group G 

Guangzhou Evergrande (Chn) 
Yokohama F Marinos (Jpn) 
Jeonbuk Hyundai Motors (Kor) 
Winner Of Playoff 3.2 (East) 


Group H 

Western Sydney Wanderers (Aus) 
Guizhou Renhe (Chn) 

Kawasaki Frontale (Jpn) 

Ulsan Hyundai (Kor) 


Japanese ref to 
control A-League 
game as part of 
referee exchange 
program 


An experienced Japanese referee 
will take control of this Sunday’s 
Brisbane Roar v Newcastle Jets 
Hyundai A-League match as part 
of a referee exchange program 
between Football Federation 
Australia (FFA) and the Japa- 
nese Football Association (JFA). 

The program is designed to help 
referees from both countries gain 
valuable international experience 
as well as expose players in the 
Hyundai A-League and Japan to 
different styles of officiating. 
Takuto Okabe will take the whistle 
on Sunday at Suncorp Stadium in 
the first of two Hyundai A-League 
matches that will be controlled by a 
Japanese referee with the exchange 
program also including the round 
24 clash between Melbourne Heart 
and the Central Coast Mariners. 

Okabe has refereed 124 J-League 
matches since he was elevated to 
the Class | category of referees in 
Japan in 2006 and will be assisted 
by Australian assistant referees 
Ashley Beecham and Brad Hobson 
and 4th official Alan Milliner. 
game. 

The exchange will see Milliner, 
Beecham, and fellow assistant ref- 
eree Matthew Cheeseman officiate 
in the Japan v New Zealand inter- 
national to be played in Japan on 
5 March. 


Round 19: ASK THE EXPERTS 


Adelaide - 9 Mariners - 2 - Draw - 4 


Santo 
Cilauro 


Adelaide 
Sydney 
Phoenix 
Brisbane 


ACL Victory: 


> Fe 


ACL Victory: U: 2 


NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Roger 
Sleeman 
Adelaide 

Sydney 


Phoenix 
Roar 


ACL Victory: 


George 


Donikian 


Sydney FC-8 Glory-5 Draw - 2 


George 
Calombaris 


Adelaide 
Sydney 
Draw 
Roar 


ACL Victory: 


Media Mogul 


43 


Ross 
Alatsas 


Adelaide Utd 
Sydney FC 
Phoenix 
Roar 


ACL Victory: 


GM Greek Media Group 


29 


John 
Doyle 


Mariners 
Perth 
Wellington 
Roar 


ACL Victory: 


Original Captain Socceroo 


Adelaide United 
Perth Glory 
Draw 

Brisbane Roar 


ACL Victory: 


No.1 Victory ticket holder 


Jimmy 
Campbell 
Adelaide 
Sydney 


Phoenix 
Roar 


ACL Victory: 


Former Socceroo 


Peter 
Katholos 


Adelaide 
Sydney 
Wellington 
Brisbane 


ACL Victory: 


Former Socceroo 


Phoenix - 12 Heart - 0 Draw - 3 


Roar - 14 Jets -0 Draw - 1 


Eddie 


Krncevic 


Draw 
Glory 
Phoenix 
Roar 


ACL Victory: 


Former Socceroo 


George 
Campbell 


ACL: Victory - 14 Muang Thong 0 Draw 1 


John 


Draw 
Draw 
Phoenix 
Roar 


ACL Victory: 


— 


Hall of Fame Socceroo 


Adelaide 
Sydney 
Pheonix 
Roar 


ACL Draw 


Sth Melb & NSL Legend 


39 


Steve 
Blair 


Mariners 
Perth 
Phoenix 
Roar 


ACL Victory: 


Former Socceroo 


Draw 

Sydney 

Pheonix 

Roar y 

ACL Victory: | ae Z 
WZ 


World Cup ‘74 Socceroo 


Kiss Of 39) 


Death 


Adelaide 
Draw 
Phoenix 
Draw 


ACL Victory: 


AFC 
CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 15 


Melbourne Victory vs Muangthong United 
KARDINIA PARK, GEELONG 
Kick-off 7.45pm 


Get tickets from ticketek.com.au 


MELBOURNE 


The PFA Column 


1993-2013 y 
By Simon Colosimo 


Demanding, intense and at times 
uncertain the A-League is far 
from easy street for any foot- 
baller. PFA President Simon Co- 
losimo discusses the progress the 
game has made, how the land- 
scape has changed and how play- 
er education has never been more 
important to ensure Australia’s 
best and brightest make the right 
career choices when confronted 
with a raft of options. 

The goal was always to create a 
competition where Australian play- 
ers could genuinely have a career. 
In 1997 when I emerged into the 
old NSL alongside the likes of Soc- 
ceroos stars Vince Grella and Mark 
Bresciano at Carlton this was not 
the case. 

Back then if you wanted to carve 
out a successful career you had to 
go to Europe, and the players went 
in their droves. Some like Vince and 
Mark thrived and they would form 
part of the golden generation of So- 
ceroos who would lead us to back- 
to-back World Cup appearances. 
Some others did not enjoy the same 
level of success instead having to 
ply their trade in Australia playing 
a sport that was regarded by many 
as a joke. 


Asia provides a path even for coaches. Just ask Meh- 
met Durakovic in Malaysia or Phil Stubbins in Thaland 


When the A-League was estab- 
lished the goal of the PFA was to 
ensure this was no longer the case. 
Nine seasons on, and having seen 
the hard work the PFA, FFA and the 
clubs have put in, it is encouraging 
to see the progress we have made 
from those dark days. 

Whilst the game has come a long 
way it is neither a comfortable ca- 
reer nor the easy option. The men- 
tal strength required to make it in 
a league where there are only 230 
jobs up for grabs is huge and only 
the ones who have the hunger and 
desire to make it will progress to the 
A-League. 

As highlighted by the annual PFA 
Injury report to stay there is even 
harder. In the 2012/2013 season 
alone 542 games were missed 
through injury. Whilst the intro- 
duction of the agreed PFA and FFA 


Minimum Medical Standards have 
seen a significant reduction in the 
number of games missed through 
injury there is still plenty of work to 
be done at some clubs. Career end- 
ing injuries are also unfortunately 
not rare and despite insurance to 
protect players more still needs to 
be done to assist players in the dif- 
ficult phase of transition after their 
careers are over. 

Job security in also precarious. This 
season alone there were 119 players 
coming off-contract and this type 
of uncertainty is something that is 
a constant companion for players. 
Even when a player has a long- 
term contract it has proven to be no 
guarantee as shown by the demise 
of North Queensland and the Gold 
Coast, which left players out of 
work through no fault of their own. 
The reason why I raise all this is 


because some have expressed their 
concerns that the A-League may 
be a little too easy and that it could 
be having a negative impact on the 

Socceroos. The assertion that the 
younger generation have it easy is 
not a new one, however it misses 
the point that progress is what we 
are all after, with each generation 
building for the next generation 
and that is what the PFA has always 
been about — leaving a legacy for the 
next generation. Our fight for better 
conditions is not just about the here 
and now but for the generations that 
follow because we know it will help 
the game move forward. 

The golden generation did in many 
cases have to do it tough. They did 
almost all have to move abroad 
early and many were forced to go 
through extremely difficult periods 
that required them to show huge 
amounts of mental strength. Whilst 
their mental strength played a huge 
role in their success just as impor- 
tant were the choices they made. 
The choices for many of them were 
much more straightforward than for 
Australian players of today. Asia 
was not an option like it is now and 
staying in Australia was not an idea 
that many seriously entertained. 
The landscape has changed and Eu- 
rope is no longer the only place our 
players are looking to go too or are 
in demand in. 

In such an environment it is the re- 
sponsibility of us at the PFA to play 
a leading role in helping players to 
make the right choice. Choices must 
be made with a career in mind not 
just the short-term. For this to hap- 
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Colosimo: ‘A-League Far From Easy’ 


pen players have to be educated and 
be surrounded by knowledgeable 
and trustworthy people. 

Players have to be equipped to 
make the right choice as there are 
few second chances in football. If 
they choose to make the move from 
the A-League it has to be to the right 
club in the right league, with PFA 
research showing that the first move 
overseas for 80 per cent of players 
being the highest ranked club of 
their career. 

It also extremely important that 
the next generation are given time 
to develop and are not compared 
with past generations before they 
have had time to reach their poten- 
tial. Products of the A-League such 
as Robbie Kruse, Mile Jedinak and 
Mat Ryan have all shown how good 
the A-League is at producing play- 
ers who have the ability to be suc- 
cessful in Europe. There are many 
current A-League players ready to 
follow in their footsteps but it is im- 
portant that past glories are not used 
as a Stick to beat them with. 

The current Socceroos may not 
be playing at the same level as 
their predecessors but this is not 
the result of life being too easy in 
the A-League or a lack of mental 
strength. To get our players back 
playing regularly in the top leagues 
in the world we need to assist them 
in making the right decisions. This 
is a challenge we have always em- 
braced at the PFA and is one we will 
never shirk. 


*Simon Colosimo is a former Soc- 
ceroo and current PFA President. 


RAISING 
MY 
* OPINION 


Yellow Fever 


A Brazilian Ambassador once 
wondered whether Australians 
and New Zealanders had a lin- 
guistic or an anatomical prob- 
lem, since they seemed to reserve 
the term ‘football’ for games in 
which the players predominantly 
use their hands. 

Such is the seeming contradiction 
in Australia where the term for the 
game played with the feet is called 
soccer and football (which is rugby 
league, rugby union or Aussie rules 
depending on where you live) is 
played mostly with the hands. 

Football is no longer the poor 
cousin of the ‘big four’ national 
sports in Australia — cricket, rugby 
league, Australian rules and rugby 
union. 

Following the 2006 FIFA World 
Cup, the game has finally come of 
age in Australia and is starting to 
seriously challenge the other sports 
for spectator, sponsor and media 
support. 

And New Zealand -they quali- 
fied and went unbeaten in the 2010 


World Cup in South Africa - is also 
experiencing added traction in the 
popularity and participation stakes 
in this rugby union mad country. 

The Yellow Fever brand is spread- 
ing through the shaky isles as Wel- 
lington Phoenix continues to make 
its mark in the A-League. In fact 
that infamous Long White Cloud 
in New Zealand might soon get a 
tinge of yellow. 

The renaissance of football is 
primarily due to Wellington Phoe- 
nix, its new board and coach Er- 
nie Merrick. Having stagnated for 
many years, the Nix is now on a 
mission and with a bit of luck may 
well qualify for the finals this year 
judging their performance against 
Newcastle Jets last week. They had 
to field a make-shift team and at 
one stage fielded two 17 year olds. 
Yet, they produced “sexy football” 
to quote Ruud Gullit, the former 
Dutch international and Chelsea 
coach. 

Gone is their defensive system. In 
comes a crowd pleasing attacking 
style of football that is keeping the 
turnstiles clicking over. True, the 
Kiwis don’t attract the big crowds 
of Australia as it does not have the 
population. But pro rata it is on par. 
As New Zealand’s only profes- 
sional football club, they showcase 
their talents and the brand nation- 
wide. A week ago they played a 
match in Auckland and a couple 
months back they were in Napier. 


Excellent PR! 

Following a shaky start to the 
season, Phoenix stayed true. Mer- 
rick’s charges started to believe 
in themselves and the game plan. 

Even though their dressing room 

at times resembles an Emergency 
Ward — Albert Riera. Paul [fill, 
Louis Fenton and Leo Bertos are 
injured — Merrick still believes his 
squad can make the finals and with 
a little luck —succeed. But there is a 
caveat — no further injuries. 
“We are beginning to play consis- 
tently and we are scoring goals,” 
said Merrick this week.”Our youth 
policy is beginning to pay divi- 
dends. Players like Hamish Watson 
(20), Alex Rufer and Matt Ridenton, 
both 17, are developing rapidly and 
young Fenton and Tyler Boyd have 
become regular first team players. 
There is no doubt in my mind that 
our Football School of Excellence 
which was formed last season and 
the new Football Academy will 
produce good players. It’s a nursery 
that will strengthen Phoenix and 
New Zealand football.” 

Merrick readily admits that Phoe- 
nix is still work in progress. One 
area he is focusing on is the attack 
where he will be forging a spearhead 
of Stein Huysegems and Jeremy 
Brockie with Roy Krysna or Boyd 
on the wing and playmaker Her- 
nandez in the middle. Huysegems 
is proving to be one of the best on- 
ballers in the A-League. He could 
and should have been well ahead in 
the Golden Boot stakes had it not 


Ernie Merrick is 
leading a football 
revolution in New 
Zealand 


been for his unselfish attitude. Seri- 
ally dropped by previous manager 
Ricki Herbert, Van Huysegems un- 
der Merrick is blossoming into one 
of the most dangerous strikers in 
the A-League. 

Yes, Merrick has worked wonders. 
Unlike other coaches he does not 
go and kick chairs in frustration. 
He retains a poke face. He does 
admit though that he was feeling 
uneasy when Phoenix confronted 
his former club Melbourne Victory 
last year. 

Asked how he felt when Phoenix 
faced his old club Melbourne Vic- 
tory at the Etihad Stadium last year 
and again here in Wellington a few 
weeks ago, Merrick said: “ I wasn’t 
sure what the reception would be at 
Etihad and how I would be accept- 
ed. I did not go onto the pitch for 


the warm-up. I only did so when 
the teams walked out and was 
greatly relieved when I received a 
warm reception from the Victory 
crowd. I finished up signing auto- 
graphs.” 

Will Phoenix, like Melbourne 
Heart, look for a team in the Man- 
chester City mould, to buy a stake 
in their club? The Nix declined to 
comment. However, their astute 
millionaire owner Gareth Morgan, 
will, I am sure be scouring the Eu- 
ropean scene for a possible candi- 
date. It makes economic sense. 

I am just amazed that it has taken 
A-League clubs this long to dis- 
cover this pot of gold. 


*Andre Zwan is a former journal- 
ist and Government Affairs 
strategist. 


Columns’ 13 


North Geelong and 
Geelong Rangers 
win in Diversity Cup 


Host club and defending 
champion North Geelong had a 
comfortable five-one win over 
Lara in the Diversity Cup last 
Sunday night. In the early match 
Geelong Rangers accounted for 
Bell Park by three goals to one. 

North started brightly and went 
in front in the 10th minute, hav- 
ing already hit the post. Michael 
Anderson scored from close in, but 
Lara surprised the home crowd by 
equalising three minutes later with 
a spectacular shot from Damian 
Nasta. North was awarded a pen- 
alty in 26 minutes after an incident 
on the edge of the area. Reardo 
Luka gave keeper Kieran Ower 
no chance from the spot. Four 
minutes into the second half, Luka 
drove a free kick goalwards and 
again the keeper was wrong-footed 
as the ball took a wicked deflec- 
tion. The match officials decided 
it was an own goal, but Luka 
deserves the credit. Michael An- 
derson got his second and North’s 
fifth goal just short of the hour 
mark and coach Ante Sarcevic 
took him and Luka off to give two 
more of North’s youngsters a run. 
Sarcevic says he is trying to get his 
players to concentrate on a passing 
game and to persuade his senior 
men to respect the youngsters he 
is bringing in as they are the future 
of the club. 

In the early game Rangers 
dominated the first half scoring 
three goals without reply. Striker 
Panagiotis Vasileiou opened the 
scoring in the sixth minute follow- 
ing a throw in on the right. It took 
Bell Park until the 24th minute to 
win its first corner kick but then it 
had a few moments of attack- 
ing play which unfortunately for 
Park led to a Rangers’ breakaway 
and former Geelong midfielder 
Mathias Gorisito set up Vasileiou 
for his second goal. Daniel Innes’ 
corner kick was headed back 
across goal by Ronnie Clayson and 
Gorisito pounced to score from 
the edge of the goal area. Bell 
Park came more into the game, 
especially in midfield for a spell in 
the second half and were rewarded 
with a goal in the 59th minute. A 
foul just inside the penalty area al- 
lowed Julian Barbagallo to covert 
from the spot to give the Park fans 
some consolation. 

Next Friday 14th February North 
Geelong can make certain of a 
grand final berth by beating Gee- 
long while Corio will be favoured 
to follow suit if it can overcome 
Bell Park in the second match. On 
Sunday Geelong backs up against 
Lara and Rangers takes on Corio. 
The early matches at Elcho Park 
start at 7 pm. 

-ROY HAY 
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TWEETS OF THE WEEK 
- & 


It was a busy January transfer window all around the world but surely 
no one will be as happy with their new club than Dimitar Berbatov who 
replaced relegation threatened Fulham for the bright lights of French club 
Monaco. 


Rolivhuwa\@Rolivhuwal) Jan 31 
Lol RT @FootyHumour: Dimitar Berbatov pictured undergoing his medi- 
cal at Monaco! #DeadlineDay pic.twitter.com/anXyQCSoHs 


Arsenal failed once again to add a big name to their squad. While the form 
of star summer signing Mesut Ozil begins to dip manager Arsene Wenger 
tried everything to bring German wonder kid Julian Draxler to the gunners, 
only for the deal to fall through at the last moment. The French maestro 
then shocked fans by signing Swede Kim Kallstrom instead. 


Faded Footballers X@FadedFootballeri Feb | 
Arsenal sign Kim Kallstrom. It appears Wenger has been playing Champi- 
onship Manager 01/02. 


What ever happened to wearing black boots? 
Bayside Argonauts|(@ArgonautsFC Feb | 


Argonauts u8s ready for the ( gomvfc tournament on the 22/2 checkout the 
new boots #watchoutworld #giveeverthing pic.twitter.com/QnrOStQiq4 


Now I hate mowing the lawn, but I recon this guy absolutely loves his job. 
He doesn’t even do it with a ride on. 


barcastuff\(@barcastuff_] Feb 2 
Picture: Cutting the grass after the game pic.twitter.com/Z2PIsSiFtG [via 
@manelmontilla 


[ am not usually one for posting stats, as I believe they often take away 
from the only one that actually matters, who scored the most bloody goals? 


But this stat was spotted after a re- 
cent Barcelona game and did make 
me smile I have to admit. 


barcastuff\(@barcastuffl| Feb 6 
Xavi completed tonight more pass- 
es (135) than the entire Real Socie- 
dad team combined (118) #fcblive 
[via @whoscored] 


The performance of the week has 
to go to Liverpool and their 5-1 
thumping of the then EPL leaders 
Arsenal. The reds played some 
devastating stuff and found them- 
selves 4-0 up inside 20 minutes 
leaving Arsene Wenger having 
nightmares. 


GeniusFootball (@GeniusFootballl 
Feb 9 

Wenger’s wife today: ‘’Arsene get 
up its 6”. 


Wenger: WHAT?? They scored 
again? 


Wife: No, Its 6am. 


And there was no denying that the 
Liverpool squad absolutely loved 
every minute of it. 

jon flanagan(@jon_fian93(1 Feb 9 
5-1. Get in 
com/8vPEFbMOrs 


pic.twitter. 


Now this is just bizarre. I would 
love to know who the medical staff 
are down at Lazio because there is 
no way this guy is as young as he 
says he is. 


Billy Morrison (@Soccer_Talk [1 
16h 

Joseph Minala is a Cameroonian, 
he has signed for Lazio. He is 17 
apparently. #SerieA  pic.twitter. 
com/v9DhVakzBq 


And lastly another David Moyes 
joke. 


Footy Humour (@FootyHumourl) 
Feb 10 

Wenger: “You guys won’t even 
manage to finish 7th haha” 


Moyes: “Shut up you idiot” 


*bangs him in the jaw* pic.twitter. 
com/R75YglrR2E 


PoL’s Football Funnies 


There only seemed to be one big 


story in Australian football this 
week, and that was the increasing 
turmoil at Sydney FC. I found this a 
little disconcerting for a number of 
reasons, chiefly though the role of 
Fox Sports in setting the narrative 
of this emerging drama. 

The protest of The Cove during 
the game was not the first time an 
active supporter group has made a 
stance this season. Melbourne Vic- 
tory’s Norther Terrace has been at 
loggerheads with the club pretty 
much all season. Whilst other pro- 
tests or off-field incidents are often 
glossed over by the broadcaster, 
in this case they almost reveled in 
showing the banners that were re- 
moved and the chanting of the fans 
who exited at half-time because of 
it. 

When the same footage pops up 
in the “A-League Highlights Show” 
it’s hard not to believe there is an 
agenda at play. The half hour high- 
lights show should be the domain 
of the weekend’s goals and near 
misses, so when you see off-pitch 
incidents covered it stands out like 
a sore thumb. Would the co-host of 
that show make a good successor 
to Frank Farina? Is that why Fox 
are happy to hang the beleaguered 
coach out to dry (possibly alongside 
his suit which was soaked when a 
disgruntled fan threw a drink over 
him)? 

It was interesting to see that one 


of the banners was written in Rus- 
sian. As many were complaining 
about the heavy handed oppression 
in having the signs removed, an old- 
er generation of fans was wondering 
“what were they thinking?” Those 
from the era of ethnic purges past 
knew they could never get away 
with displaying a banner in a foreign 
language, a fact lost on those of the 
new football generation. 

In a previous life, as editor of the 
Richmond Soccer Club matchday 
programme, I suffered the conse- 
quences of pushing such a contro- 
versial boundary. I’d named the club 
magazine the Richmond Alemannia 
Magazine, in tribute to the club’s 
original name. This heinous crime 
went unnoticed until the club’s sec- 
ond year in the Victorian Premier 
League, when the FFV demanded it 
be changed or a substantial fine (it 
was either $2000 or $5000 I vaguely 
recall) would be imposed. The no- 
tice came through after that week’s 
edition had gone to print (techni- 
cally photocopy), and it was not 
handed out at the gate as usual to 
avoid the penalty. You never forget 
an hour wasted on repetitive sta- 


MOORE SPORTS 


Allianz (ii) 


pling, let me tell you. 

It did suprise me that none of 
the commentators or studio experts 
noted that foreign language banners 
and foreign flags were forbidden 
(was thinking of using verboten but 
don’t want to push the envelope) in 
Australian football. After all it is 
one of the reason the old National 
Soccer League had to go. Then 
again, maybe it suits them more to 
portray the club as being unreason- 
able in dealing with the matter. 

I ended last week’s column men- 
tioning a major FFV announcement 
on the new NPLV was imminent. 
Look’s like I got that one wrong. 
There was an announcement of 
sorts, that there would be a more 
substantial announcement next 
week. Not falling for that one again. 
The teams offered licenses were re- 
vealed, all thirty of them. The major 
detail i.e. how those thirty will be 
divided (if they are to be divided at 
all according to one crazy rumour) 
is still to be filled in. All eyes will 
once again be on the FFV website 
come the final five minutes before 
close of business on Friday. 
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Vic Vipers Take El Clasico 
Honours Over Pascoe Vale 


Men’s NIKE V-League 

In what was a mixed round be- 
fore it started and it looked that 
way after the first game with a 
rejuvenated Ashburton blowing 
Mickleham off the park in an 
11-1 thumping of their relega- 
tion threatened rivals, hat tricks 
from Ashburton’s Ricardo Cas- 
tro and Moe Matar killed off 
the game early and in fairness it 
could have been many more for 


molished their lowly opposition 
14-0 on the back of 5 goals from 
star striker Adem Alicevic which 
will give Hume bags of confidence 
going into the FOz cup, For Albert 
Park on the other hand it is just a 
case of how many they will con- 
cede each week with relegation all 
but assured. 


Compiled by Jimmy Soufis 
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Pascoe Vale FC vs Melbourne Uni FC 
Heidelberg FC 3-3 Vic Vipers FC 
Fitzroy FC 8-2 EFA Eagles 


7:30pm - Richmond vs Heidelberg FC 
8:15pm - EFA Eagles vs Melb Uni FC 
9:00em - Vic Vipers vs Pascoe Vale FC 
9:45pm - Ashburton FC vs Fitzroy FC 


NIKE Men’s V-League Premiership 


Results 


Ashburton FC 11-1 Mickleham 
Vic Vipers FC 8-2 Pascoe Vale FC 
Metropolitan FC vs Fitzroy FC 
Albert Park FC 0-14 Hume FC 


Next Round 


16th Febuary 

5:00em - Albert Park FC vs Metro FC 
6:00pm - Fitzroy FC vs Pascoe Vale FC 
7:00pm - Vic Vipers FC vs Ashburton 
8:00em - Mickleham FC vs Hume FC 


Top Goal Scorers 


Women’s 

1. Marcela Marques - Melb Uni - 33 
2. Letizia Sammut - Melb Uni FC - 15 
3. Niki Cook - Melbourne Uni FC - 14 
4. |li Jakab - Pascoe Vale FC - 13 

5. Leah Barrett - Ashburton FC - 12 


Mens 

1. Ricardo Castro - Ashburton FC - 37 
2. Juso Julardzija - Metro FC - 30 

3. Ernie Simsek - Metro FC - 26 

4. Sofiane Soufi - Pascoe Vale FC - 24 
5. Jason Barrientos - Vic Vipers - 22 


Hume captain Resit Culculoglu (Left) and star striker Adem Alicevic (Right) celebrate a goal dur- 


ing the demolition of Albert Park. 


burton. 


Richmond captain Melinda Aloisio (R) battles 
for the ball in her sides narrow win over Ash- 
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e Preschool program ° Futsal training 
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* Mixed Social Leagues * Elite Futsal League 


* Elite training 
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BMOM er Atnurg * Elite Futsal training 


(see ‘ALL Juniors— Boys & Girls ‘from 2 years to 16 years of age’) * Social Junior Leagues 
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By Pablo Bateson 


We continue with analysis 

for each group and every 

team participating at this 
year’s tournament. 


Confederation: 
UEFA 
Nickname: Na- 
tionalmannschaft 
(National Team) or 
Die Mannschaft 
Winners: 1954, 
1974, 1990 
Runners up: 1966, 1982, 1986, 2002 
Semi-finals: 1958, 1970, 2006, 2010 
Third place (different format): 1934 
Quarter-finals: 1962, 1994, 1998 
Second group stage (different format): 
1978 

Qualified: 18 times 

Most capped player: 

Lothar Matthaus (150 games and 23 
goals) 

All-time top goal scorer: 

Gerd Muller (68 goals from 62 appear 
ances) and Miroslav Klose (68 from 130 
games) 

FIFA ranking: 2 


Germany seemingly cruised 
through their qualification cam- 
paign under head coach Joachim 
Low, by winning all of its 10 
games. The majority of the squad 
for Brasil 2014 is likely to be made 
up from players that excelled at the 
2010 finals. 

After Brasil, the ‘National- 
mannschaft” are the world’s sec- 
ond most successful national team 
of all time. They have qualified 
for the finals of every World Cup 
entered and have only once failed 
to progress beyond the group stage 
(or first round). 

Like others most favoured for Bra- 
sil 2014, they have superstar qual- 
ity and depth across the park. 
Midfield brilliance is epitomised by 
Bayern Munich’s Bastian Schwein- 
steiger (100 caps and 23 goals), 
complemented by team-mate strik- 
er Thomas Muller (47 appearances 
with 16 goals). Arsenal stars Mesut 
Ozil (52 games and 17 goals) and 
attacking left-sided Lukas Podol- 
ski (111 games and 46 goals) add 
to perhaps the best midfield of any 
national side. 

For specialist strikers, there is Ma- 
rio Gomez (25 goals and 59 caps) 
from Fiorentina in the Serie-A and 
Miroslav Klose (130 games and 68 
goals) with Lazio continues in spar- 
kling form for the national team. 

Defensive leadership and team 
captaincy is from Bayern’s Philipp 
Lahm (104 appearances and five 
goals) who can play at either right 
or left back. 

Germany will want to assert their 
authority in the opening game 
against the Portuguese, and then 
travel to Fortaleza with confidence 
of overcoming Ghana for the sec- 
ond successive WC finals. 


x Confederation: 
: CAF 
Nickname: Black 
Stars 
Quarter-final: 
2010 


Round 16: 2006 
Qualified: 3 times 


Your comments and feedback welcome via Twitter @PabloFootball 


Germany’s greatest ever group challenge? 
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Bastian Schweinsteiger (Germany) q 
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Asamoah Gyan (Ghana) 


Most capped player: Richard King- 
son (90 caps and incredibly one goal as 
keeper) 

All-time top goal scorer: Kwasi Owusu 
(39 goals) based upon a review of the 
most credible recent research, and Asa- 
moah Gyan (39 goals from 76 games) 
FIFA ranking: 24 


Ghana’s demolition of Egypt 7-3 
on aggregate over two legs of the 
final play offs secured emphatic 
qualification. This followed finish- 
ing Stage 2 qualification with the 
highest goals scored of all teams 
across the 10 groups in Africa. 
Head coach is Ghanaian James 
Kwesi Appiah, so like Nigeria go- 
ing against the trend of bringing in 
foreigners to such a position. 

Although the Black Stars excelled 
at South Africa, they rode some 
good fortune at the group stage to 
progress including an unconvinc- 
ing draw over our Socceroos. They 
subsequently lifted enough to look 
on track for making the semi-finals 
only for an infamous goal bound 
hand ball by Suarez and a critical- 
miss of the ensuing penalty in extra 
time. 

Ghana are led by captain and strik- 
er Asamoah Gyan (39 goals and 76 
caps) of Al Ain in the UAE, who 
will be seeking to make amends for 
that fateful aforementioned penalty 
miss in 2010. 

Midfield influence is likely to fea- 
ture AC Milan’s Sulley Muntari (20 
goals and 72 caps) although he will 
need to not add to a poor disciplin- 
ary record. The left side includes 
Christian Atsu (20 appearances and 
four goals) from Vitesse Arnhem in 


the Dutch Eredivisie. 

In defence there is the slightly built 
and yet highly reliable right back 
Harrison Afful (36 appearances) 
from Tunisian club team Esper- 
ance Sportive de Tunis, and who 
excelled through the qualification 
campaign. 

Ghana needs to at least avoid de- 
feat in their opening game in Natal, 
to keep alive realistic chances for 
securing progression. The climatic 
conditions for the first two games 
are likely to suit the Black Stars. 


; Confederation: 
SS 7 UEFA 
. Nicknames: A 


} Selecao das Quinas 
(National Team) or A 
Y — Selecao 
Best finish: Third 
place 1966 
Semi-finals: 2006 
Round 16: 2010 
Qualified: 6 times 
Most capped player: 
Luis Figo (127 times and 32 goals) 
All-time top goalscorer: 
Pauleta (47 goals in 88 appearances) and 
Cristiano Ronaldo (47 goals from 109 
games) 
FIFA ranking: 5 


Despite struggling in the early 
games of their group stage, Portu- 
gal eventually qualified through the 
play offs with a convincing 4-2 ag- 
gregate win over Sweden. 
Previously, they had  under- 
whelmed at South Africa and then 
come so very close to making the 
final of Euro 2012 only to lose in 


a penalty shoot out to eventual title 
winners and arch rivals in Spain. 

Coached by a former internation- 
al defensive midfielder in Paulo 
Bento, they should relish the op- 
portunity to play a WC in the for- 
mer colony with of course a shared 
language. 

The team will once again be led 
by captain and striker Cristiano 
Ronaldo (47 goals from 109 ap- 
pearances) of Real Madrid, and 
who recently won the FIFA Ballon 
d’Or award. His main strike partner 
options are Lazio’s Helder Postiga 
(27 goals from 66 appearances) 
and Hugo Almeida (53 caps and 17 
goals) of Besiktas. 

Nani (72 caps and 14 goals) from 
Manchester United is a dominant 
wide attacking mid-fielder. Along- 
side in more central roles are the 
sometimes volatile Raul Meire- 
les (72 games and 10 goals) from 
Fernerbahce and Joao Moutinho 
(65 caps and two goals) of Monaco 
in France. 

Central defensive strength in- 
cludes Real Madrid’s Pepe (57 caps 
and three goals) and Bruno Alves 
(70 appearances with 10 goals) of 
Fernerbahce. 


Huge challenges for “A Selecao das 
Quinas” will be facing Germany in 
the opening game, 

followed by an Amazon encoun- 
ter against the USA. Of note, they 
have been beaten by the Germans 
at their last three meetings in major 
tournaments. 


Next week in GW: 
Group H 
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Confederation: 
gor = CONCACAF 
Nickname: — The 
& j Stars and Stripes (or 
f Team USA) 
may Best finish: Third in 
~ 1930 


Quarter-finals: 2002 
Round 16: 1994, 2010 
Qualified: 10 times 
Most capped player: 
Cobi Jones (164 games and 15 goals) 
All-time top goal scorer: 
Landon Donovan (57 goals from 155 ap- 
pearances) 
FIFA ranking: 14 


There is no doubt that football (or 
“soccer” as they keep insisting) 
has been steadily on the rise in the 
USA since hosting the tournament 
in 1994. This is reflected in the suc- 
cess, improving standards of foot- 
ball and rapid growth in popularity 
of the MLS. 

Jurgen Klinsmann steered Team 
USA to qualification by topping 
their group table, although they did 
stutter along the way with away 
losses to both Honduras and Costa 
Rica. 

Their most influential player must 
surely be the veteran Landon Dono- 
van (57 goals and 155 games) usu- 
ally playing as a winger or attacking 
midfielder when on national duties. 
Clint Dempsey (36 goals from 101 
caps and current captain), back on 
loan to Fulham provides the main 
striker option as well as 24 year old 
Jozy Altidore (21 goals and 66 ap- 
pearances) from Sunderland. 
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Germany A>, 
Ghana 
Portugal al 


USA 


FIFA WORLD CuP 
Brasil 


Ghana vs USA 
716 June in Natal 


Germany vs Portugal 
716 June in Salvador 


Germany vs Ghana 
21 June in Fortaleza 


USA vs Portugal 
22 June in Manaus 


Portugal vs Ghana 
26 June in Brasilia 


USA vs Germany 
26 June in Recife 


Germany probably could not have been 
drawn in a tougher group. Indeed it is 
hard to recall them facing a sterner test 
in the group stage of any previous WC 
finals. 

This includes a big challenge from climat- 
ic conditions with all of their three games 
in venue cities of the tropical north. How- 
ever, it would still be a shock to not see 
progression. 


The other three teams each have the 
Capability to secure a top two finish, 
which helps to make this group perhaps 
the hardest of all to predict. It is further 
complicated by only one of the six games 
being played outside the tropical and 
Equatorial zones. 


USA will leave nothing to chance in terms 
of being well prepared in every aspect to 
the highest level, and could be advan- 
taged by not having to face Germany until 
the last match day. Portugal will need 
Ronaldo to be at his very best to inspire 
the team, and Ghana must hit the ground 
running as they did in South Africa. All 
three reached the knock out stages of the 
2010 edition. It is almost too close to call, 
and yet there is no point sitting on the 
‘safety fence’. 


1. Germany 
2. USA 

3. Portugal 
4. Ghana 


In midfield or defence if required 

they have the highly versatile 
DaMarcus Beasley (of Puebla in 
the Mexican Liga MX) with 114 
caps and 17 goals. Central mid- 
field includes Michael Bradley (82 
games and 11 goals) who played 
with great success at Roma and 
very recently transferred to Toronto 
in the MLS. 

Defensive stability includes centre 
back Oguchi Onyewu (68 caps and 
six goals) with Sheffield Wednes- 
day in the English Champion- 
ship. In Tim Howard (88 caps) of 
Everton they have a top class goal 
keeper. 

If USA can win their opening 
game, they will be quietly confident 
of doing enough against Portugal 
and then Germany to progress. 
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BARCLAYS 4") 


Arsenal missed the chance to go 
top of the Premier League as they 
were held to a 0-0 draw by Man- 
chester United at the Emirates 
Stadium. 

With Manchester City’s clash with 
Sunderland postponed due to the 
weather and Chelsea failing to beat 
West Brom a day earlier, victory 
would have taken Arsenal to the 
summit. 

However, in a game where neither 
side offered enough offensively to 
win, Arsene Wenger’s men were 
only able to move within a point 
of leaders Chelsea and two ahead 
of City. 

David Moyes’ side, who were frus- 
trated by a late Fulham equaliser on 
Sunday, have now won just one of 
their last five Premier League out- 
ings and remain seventh. 


Steven Gerrard’s last-gasp pen- 
alty secured a huge three points 
for Premier League title hopefuls 
Liverpool in a 3-2 victory at Ful- 
ham. 

The visitors had twice fallen be- 
hind at Craven Cottage to an own 
goal from Kolo Toure and Kieran 
Richardson’s close-range _ strike, 
but Daniel Sturridge and Philippe 
Coutinho restored parity before 
Gerrard kept his cool from 12 yards 
in injury time. 

Fulham took the lead in fortuitous 
circumstances when Toure hacked 
Richardson’s cross into his own 
goal, but Sturridge levelled shortly 
before half-time by applying an ex- 
pert finish to become the first Liv- 
erpool player to score in seven con- 


ENGLAND EPL 


Latest Results Next Match 


Cardiff City 0 - 0 Aston Villa Chelsea v Everton 
P WODHLF A GD Pts Lastégames Hull City 0- 1 Southampton Arsenal v Sunderland 
Most recent first 5 & ane ‘ 
4 Chelsea 2617 6 3 48 21 «+27 57 DWWDW West Ham 2 - 0 Norwich City Cardiff City Vv Hull City 
2 Arsenal 2617 5 4 48 26 +22 56 DLWDW WBA 1 - 4 Chelsea Manchester City v Stoke City 
3Manchester City 25 17 3 5 68 27 +41 54 DLWWW Arsenal 0 - 0 Man United WBAv Fulham 
eae BN beget ete Nd ee ee Everton PSTP Crystal Palace West Ham v Southampton 
5 Tottenham Hotspur 26 15 5 6 36 32 +4 50 WWDLW i 
6lEverton 2% 129 4 37 26 + 45 LWLDW Man City PSTP Sunderland Crystal Palace v Man Utd 
7 Manchester United 26 12 6 8 41 31 +10 42 DDLWL Newcastle 0 - 4 Tottenham Liverpool v Swansea City 
SISOUTAN DOT OO Oe Oma YOM DIC) Stoke City 1-1 Swansea City Newcastle Utd vAston Villa 
QNewcastle United 26 11 4 11 32 38 -6 37 LLLDW 5 ae 
10SwanseaCity 267 7 12 33 36 -3 28 DWLWL Fulham 2 - 3 Liverpool Norwich City v Tottenham 
41 WestHam United 26 7 7 12 28 33 -5 28 WWWDL P 
12Aston Villa 267 7 12 27 36 -9 28 DLLWD One To Watch This Weekend... 
13 Hull City 27 6 13 25 31 -6 27 LWDLL : = : 
14 Stoke City yy ahh ee 2 SEL OP [NLL It's FA Cup time again in the UK this weekend. Can 
15CrystalPalace 25 8 2 15 18 34 -16 26 WLWWL Liverpool repeat the 5-1 hammering of Arsenal in 
16 Norwich City 266 7 13 19 39 -20 25 LDLDW their 5th round tie? Football is a funny old game 
17 West Bromwich...26 4 12 10 30 38 -8 24 DLDLD eomietines 
18 Sunderland 26 6 13 25 38 -13 24 LWWDW 5 
19 Cardiff City 25 7 14 19 44 -25 22 DLWLL 
A late Steven Gerrard penalty keeps Liverpool in the EPL title hunt 20 Fulham 266 2 18 26 58-32 20 LDLLL 
secutive Premier League games. the third late on after Paulinho had pick up. big an impact this year on what’s 


Liverpool dominated the second 

half but fell behind to Richardson’s 
strike shortly after the hour mark, 
yet Coutinho silenced the home 
fans on 72 minutes with a curled 
strike from 20 yards. 
And the visiting fans were sent into 
pandemonium in the closing stages 
when Sturridge was brought down 
by Sascha Riether in the penalty 
area, with Gerrard duly dispatching 
the penalty. 

The result leaves Liverpool four 
points adrift of table-toppers Chel- 
sea, while Fulham remain bottom. 


Emmanuel Adebayor scored 
twice as Tottenham beat New- 
castle United 4-0 to boost their 

UEFA Champions League quali- 
fication hopes. 

The Togo striker, who was frozen 
out of the side under former coach 
Andre Villas-Boas, took his tally 
for the season to nine in all com- 
petitions as Spurs won on the road 
for the ninth Premier League game 
this season. 

Adebayor, who only managed eight 
goals in the whole of last season, 
scored an early tap-in and added 


doubled the visitors’ lead. 


matches. 


mier club competition. 


Chico Flores made headlines for : 
all the right reasons as his goal : 
earned Swansea City a 1-1 draw : 
| leading financial expert has said. 


at Stoke City on Wednesday. 


The Spaniard, who was accused : 
of making a meal of a challenge | 
with West Ham’s Andy Carroll in : 
Swansea’s last away trip, scored : 
a second-half header to cancel out = 


Peter Crouch’s early opener. 


zone. 


: Everton’s Premier League clash 
Nacer Chadli completed the rout 
with a superb strike two minutes | 
from time to hand Newcastle a | 
fourth straight home league de- : 
feat, with Alan Pardew’s men hav- | 
ing drawn a blank in all of those | 
» City’s clash with Sunderland was 
The victory keeps Tim Sherwood’s : 
side in the hunt for fourth spot as : 


Spurs seek a return to Europe’s pre- : UK. 


against Crystal Palace was post- 
poned on Wednesday as bad 
weather led to safety concerns. 

The Goodison Park fixture became 
the second victim of the day’s top- 
flight programme, after Manchester 


called off around an hour before 
kick-off, as high winds battered the 


Manchester United cannot afford 
a sustained period without UEFA 
Champions League football, a 


Rob Wilson, football finance ex- 
pert at Sheffield Hallam University, 
says the club will have an “acute 
problem” if they fail to qualify for 
Europe’s premier club competition 


: for a prolonged period of time. 

The result sees the visitors move | 
into the top half of the table, leap- 
frogging Aston Villa and West Ham | 
on goal difference, while Stoke sit : 
three points above the relegation : 
' announcing record quarter figures 
» on Wednesday, Wilson warns that 
: their fortunes on the pitch need to 


United look in grave danger of 
missing out on a top-four finish 
this season following an inconsis- 
tent campaign under new manager 
David Moyes and, despite the club 


“Any dip in form will have an 
impact on financial position and 
financial performance,” he told 
Perform. 

“We would expect to see a net loss 
of around £30-40million if they fail 
to win UEFA Champions League 
qualification this year, but over the 
next two to three years if we con- 
tinue to see this downward trend 
we would see a big impact. 

“If we don’t see a sustained two 
or three years (of failure) then we’ ll 
probably see Manchester United 
come back to where they’ve been.” 

Despite revenue from the Cham- 
pions League making up a small 
percentage of United’s income, 
Wilson warned that not qualifying 
would have more serious knock-on 
effects than to just the finances. 
“(The Champions League) is not 
necessarily a cash cow for Man- 
chester United,” he said. 

“Based on commercial revenue 
it’s a very, very small proportion of 
that. It will be very important for 
them to offer Champions League 
football to potential players to 
come in. 

“T think if they were to fail to qual- 
ify this year it wouldn’t have that 


going on at the football club. 
“They can get away with it for 
the first year but if it was to be 
sustained where they weren’t in- 
volved they would have an acute 
problem.” 


England manager Roy Hodgson 
has ruled out a possible recall for 
former captain John Terry, despite 
his impressive form for Chelsea. 

Terry retired from international 
duty in September 2012 following 

a fall-out with the Football Asso- 
ciation, but his solid outings do- 
mestically this season have led to 
speculation that he could come out 
of retirement to aid England in their 
bid for glory at the FIFA World Cup 
in Brazil later this year. 

Hodgson’s options in the centre of 
defence appear thin. Among the de- 
fenders handed a call-up, only Phil 
Jagielka and Gary Cahill have been 
playing regularly at centre-half for 
their respective clubs 

England are due to play Denmark 
at Wembley in a warm-up match 
on March 5, which will be the last 
game before Hodgson names his 
squad for the World Cup. 


As soon as an attacking wide 
player in the Premier League 
starts running past defenders for 
fun, creates numerous chances 


for their team-mates and regu- 
larly finds the back of the net, 
comparisons to a certain Cris- 
tiano Ronaldo are immediately 
drawn. It has happened before 
and it will happen again. But 
most can never live up to the ex- 
pectation. Yet one man who could 
is Eden Hazard. 

The 23-year-old is emerging into 
a world-beater. Blessed with dyna- 
mism, deceptive power and an ir- 
resistible change of pace, he is well 
on his way to rivaling Lionel Messi 
and Ronaldo as one of the game’s 
finest. 

Not many can claim to have that 
talent. Very few demonstrate it. But 
under Chelsea boss Jose Mourinho 
the former Lille man has started to 
show why he cost over £30 million 
back in 2012. 


There had always been glimpses of 
his ability in the early stages of his 
life in London. In some matches 
defenders would look helpless as 
Hazard’s diminutive figure glided 
past them before they could even 
think to stick out a leg to make a 
tackle. Yet the consistency wasn’t 
there. Despite his brilliance, there 
would be times when he would 
go missing and not influence pro- 
ceedings as much as a player of his 
calibre should. But now, and wor- 
ryingly for the rest of the Premier 
League and Europe, he has taken 
his game to a new level and added 
a reliability to his performances 
that was previously absent. 


www.goalweekly.com 


This season the young Belgian 
has scored 12 goals in the league 
— only three behind Sergio Aguero 
of Manchester City — who is re- 
garded as one of the best strikers 
in the world. Not only has Hazard 
weighed in with goals but he has 
also contributed with assists. He 
has more than any other of Chel- 
sea’s attacking options, which in- 
cludes highly regarded internation- 
als such as Oscar, Willian, Andre 
Schurrle, Samuel Eto’o and Fer- 
nando Torres. It’s clear there is one 
man at Chelsea who is the diamond 
in the crown. 

His recent performance against 
Newcastle United was a further 
sign of his all-round ability and a 


demonstration of the potential he 
has to become a future Ballon d’Or 
winner. 

Scoring a hat-trick at any level is 
an achievement. Doing it in the 
Premier League is even greater. Yet 
it was the manner of his goals that 
suggested he could go on to match 
the greatest modern-day players. 

The first was an excellent fin- 
ish — on the move — after being 
fed in from the right by Branislav 
Ivanovic. But there was more to 
it than just the end product. In the 
build up to the goal, Hazard had 
found space in-between the op- 
positions back four and midfield, 
turned, passed it wide, continued 
his run into the box before slotting 


home. It was seamless. 


I’m going to score this.’ An attitude 


tally. His rivals bag over 30 a sea- 
son and have done consistently, and 
the Chelsea man cannot compete 
with that kind of strike rate. But 
he still is only 23 and is only in his 
second year in the Premier League. 
Yet at the same age Messi was al- 
ready the holder of the Ballon d’Or. 
Likewise, Ronaldo had begun his 
remarkable upward progression in 
performance, was scoring over 30 
goals a year and had won the FIFA 
World Player Of The Year. So there 
is still some distance for Hazard to 


His second was all about pace and 
power. Driving in from the left he 
played a clever one-two with Eto’o 
and accelerated behind the New- 
castle defence, seemingly unop- 
posed, before again calmly finding 
the back of the net. 

But it was the third —a penalty — that 
was the most telling of his ability to 
reach the very top. Not the manner 
in which it was taken, a saunter up 
to the ball waiting for the keeper to 
move before putting it the opposite 
way, but the arrogance, confidence 
and ruthlessness he showed. If you 
look at Messi and Ronaldo, undeni- 
ably the two best footballers in the 
world, they both take penalties. It’s 
a way of saying ‘I’m the best and 


that may be seen as brash, but one 
that all the top players have. It’s the 
same with Hazard. That type of in- 
dividual is always looking to better 
themselves, improve and stand out, 
and what better way to do it than 
regularly scoring goals. They are 
game-changers and match-deciders 
and will always accept the respon- 
sibility to try and win the game for 
their side. Whether it’s taking a spot 
kick or picking the ball up on the 
halfway line, beating three or four 
players before smashing it home, 
they all have huge inner-belief in 
their ability. 

The one thing currently stopping 
Hazard from being regarded along- 
side Messi and Ronaldo is his goals 


catch up. 

The Belgian may be the short of the 
very elite at the moment but with 
the attributes he has at his disposal 
there is a chance he could make 
that definitive step forward in the 
future. Not many can make the art 
of beating a man look so effortless 
like he does. If an improved end 
quality can be added to his game 
and he can become prolific in front 
of goal then there may be another 
crossover generational star in the 
Premier League and in Europe. 
Hazard has started to send a warn- 
ing to the rest of the footballing 
world. 
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FRIDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 

Skrill Premier Round 34 Chester v 
Halifax 6:25am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 21 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 


Soccer Sideshow 


h Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
: All times AEDT 
All games LIVE unless stated 


WEEK 27 


:No matches scheduled due to FA Cup 


SATURDAY 15TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 21 Mainz v Han- : 
nover 6:25am LIVE 


: Fifth Round. 


: WEEK 28 


: Sat Feb 22 Chelsea v Everton 


SUNDAY 16TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 21 Bayern Mu- 
nich v Freiburg TBC 1st Airing 
Sky Bet Championship Round 
31 TBC v TBC 2:00am LIVE on 
setantasportsplus.com 
Bundesliga Round 21 Leverkusen v : 
Schalke 4:25am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 21 Dortmund 
v Frankfurt 8:20am 1st Airing 
Scottish Premiership Round 26 
Celtic v St Johnstone 11:40pm LIVE : 


MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 21 Augsburg v 
Nuremburg 4:30am 1st Airing 
Sky Bet Championship Round 31 | 
OPR v Reading 2:25am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 21 Hertha Berlin : 
v Wolfsburg 6:20am 1st Airing 
Primera Division Round 2 TBC v 
TBC 8:10am LIVE 

Primera Division Round 2 TBC v 
TBC 11:10am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 21 Highlights : 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 31 
Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st Airing | 


:11.30 pm 


Fox 1 


‘Sat Feb 22 Arsenal v Sunderland 
1.50 am 


Fox 1 


“Sun Feb 23 Cardiff v Hull 
1.50 am 


Viewers Choice 


‘Sun Feb 23 Manchester City v Stoke 
: 1.50 am 


Viewers Choice 


: Sun Feb 23 West Brom v Fulham 


1.50 am Viewers Choice 


: Sun Feb 23 West Ham v Southampton 
:1.50 am 


Viewers Choice 


Sun Feb 23 Crystal Palace v Manchester 
: United 
4.20 am 


Fox 1 


:Mon Feb 24 Liverpool v Swansea 
12.20 am 


Fox 1 


Mon Feb 24 Newcastle v Aston Villa 
12.20 am 


Fox 2 ?? 


Mon Feb 24 Norwich v Tottenham 
2.50 am 


Fox 1 


: HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 


TUESDAY 18TH FEBRUARY 
Scottish Premiership Round 26 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st Airing - 


THURSDAY 20TH FEBRUARY 
Primera Division Round 3 TBC v 
TBC 8:00am LIVE 

Copa Libertadores 2nd Stage 
Matchday 2 Penarol v Santos 
Laguna 10:05am LIVE 


: ALL GAMES LIVE ON FOX 1 


'FriFeb 14 Adelaide v Mariners 


7.30 pm Fox 1 


: Sat Feb 15 Sydney v Perth 
5.30 pm 


Fox 1 


: Sun Feb 16 Phoenix v Melb Heart 
:3.00 pm 


Fox 1 


Sun Feb 16 Roar v Newcastle 


FRIDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 

UEFA Europa League Round of 
32 1st Leg Anzhi v Genk 4:00am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
UEFA Europa League Round of 

32 1st Leg Dnipro v Tottenham 
4:50am LIVE 

UEFA Europa League Round of 
32 1st Leg Dynamo Kiev v Va- 
lencia 5:00am LIVE on setantas- - 
portsplus.com 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
1st Leg Juventus v Trabzonspor 
5:00am LIVE on setantasportsplus. : 
com : 
UEFA Europa League Round of 32: 
1st Leg Liberec v AZ 5:00am LIVE : 
on setantasportsplus.com 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
1st Leg PAOK v Benfica 5:00am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
UEFA Europa League Round 

of 32 1st Leg Chornomorets v 
Lyon 5:00am LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
1st Leg Swansea v Napoli 6:55am | 
LIVE : 
UEFA Europa League Round of 32: 
1st Leg Pizen v Shaktar 7:00am_ 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
1st Leg Maribor v Sevilla 7:00am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
UEFA Europa League Round 

of 32 1st Leg Lazio v Ludog- 

orets 7:00am LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 

UEFA Europa League Round of 32 
1st Leg Porto v Frankfurt 7:00am 
LIVE on setantasportsplus.com 
UEFA Europa League Round of 

32 1st Leg Maccabi Tel-Aviv v 
Basel 7:00am LIVE on setantas- 
portsplus.com 


| 5.00 pm 


5.55 am 


Fox 1 


“SUNDAY SHOOT OUT 
: Every Sunday 7.00pm 


_ SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 
: Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


: SPANISH LA LIGA 


Sun Feb 16 Barcelona v Rayo Vallecano 
Fox 1 


“Mon Feb 17 Sevilla v Valencia 
6.55 am 


Fox 1 


SBS 


SBS ONE 
Evey Friday 
7:30 pm A-League Live 


Wednesday February 19th 
6:30 am UEFA Champions League 
Man City v Barcelona Live 


Thursday February 20th 
6:00 am UEFA Champions League 
Arsenal v Bayern Munich Live 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Highlights Show 


SBS TWO 
Every Monday 
8:40 pm A-League Highlights Show 


TV 
Heaven 


Matthew Naqvi 


Well, what a ripper of a weekend 
that was for local football! Mel- 
bourne Victory put on a perfor- 
mance we all know they can de- 
liver on a regular basis and put 
Central Coast Mariners to the 
sword in their own backyard. 
Liverpool put on one of the great- 
est displays of football against Ar- 
senal and demolished them with an 
onslaught of four goals inside the 
opening twenty minutes of play. 
Hopefully there will be a repeat of 
that level of awesomeness for my 
team’s this weekend. 

This weekend is exciting with the 


W-League semi-finals beginning 
on Saturday afternoon with Cen- 
tral Coast Mariners taking on Bris- 
bane Roar. 

The two teams a win apiece with 
round ones contest ended 3-0 ina 
Canberra away win and Brisbane 
won away 1-0 in round four. 
Sticking with the form of the away 
team taking home the points, I 
think Brisbane should get the vic- 
tory with 2-1 the final score line. 

The second semi-final is between 
Sydney FC and Melbourne Vic- 
tory on Sunday afternoon. Round 
one saw Sydney win 5-1 away and 
round five ended in a 1-all draw in 
Sydney. Sydney has been one of 
the most consistent and impressive 
teams all season. Victory was on 
top of the league ladder towards 
the end of the season and is in 
great form apart from last week’s 
hiccup. 


Both teams have a large number 
of Matilda’s so the skill levels will 
be high and the game exciting. 
Hopefully Steph Catley can lead 
her team as well as always and 
guide her team to victory. I think 
Victory will pip Sydney at the post 
with a 3-2 win and gain a spot in 
the Grand Final. 

Both games will air on ABC! at 
3pm. 

The match of the round is Friday 
night’s game on SBS between Ad- 
elaide United and Central Coast 
Mariners. Adelaide is coming off 
a comprehensive victory over a 
shambolic and dreadful Sydney 
FC. Josep Gombau has given Ad- 
elaide purpose and direction with 
an attacking style of play and prog- 
ress is definitely being made. 
Central Coast Mariners had a bad 
week with their loss to Melbourne 
Victory. They still sit in third spot 


and can edge within a point of 
Western Sydney Wanderers with 
victory. 

This match has the potential to be a 
genuine must watch with both sides 
capable of scoring plenty of goals. 
I predict that the better defensive 
outfit will get the result and that 
will be Adelaide. A win for United 
puts them in equal points with the 
Mariners and Victory causing a 
bottleneck for finals spots. 

When the games are all said and 
done watch SBS for The A-League 
Highlights Show hosted by Craig 
Foster and The World Game on 
Monday night. Comedy ensues 
with Santo, Sam and Ed’s Total 
Football over on Foxtel. Thursday 
FC delivers variety entertainment 
on Thursday night on SBS. 

Enjoy plenty of football action this 
weekend and hopefully your team 
wins. 


Adelaide United have lost nine of their 
last 10 A-League matches against 
Central Coast Mariners however, the 
hosts won the last meeting between 
these sides. 


Mariners have recorded only one 
win in their last five away games in 
league competition (D1 L3). 


Bruce Djité has scored in two of his 
last three appearances for Adelaide 
United. 


Adelaide United have only lost one of 
their last nine league games (W5 D3). 


Mariners have recorded only one win 
in their last five league games away 
from home (D1 L3). 


Brisbane Roar are without a win in 
four league games against Newcastle 
Jets, scoring just one goal during that 
period (D1 L3). 


Newcastle Jets have only lost twice 
in 12 previous A-League visits to 
Brisbane Roar (W8 D2). 


Joey Gibbs scored in the 87th minute 
against Brisbane Roar in the last 
league meeting involving these sides, 
sealing a win for Newcastle Jets. 


Brisbane Roar have averaged the 
highest share of possession this term 
(58.1%). 


Brisbane Roar’s Besart Berisha has 
scored in three of his last four league 


Marcel Seip (Central Coast Mariners) 
has the best pass accuracy of any 
player this season to have attempted 
at least 200 passes in the A-League 
(91.47%). 


Mariners have recorded seven clean 
sheets this season, no side has man- 
aged more. 


Adelaide United have scored at least 
once in each of their last nine A- 
League matches at home, no side has 
managed a longer streak this term. 


The Mariners are the only side in the 
A-League this season yet to concede 
a goal in the opening 15 minutes of 
a match. 


WEWCASTLe Vi 
UNITED x 


appearances. 


Newcastle Jets are without a win in 
seven league games this term, the 
longest winless streak of any side 
this term (D2 L5). 


Nine of the last 11 goals bagged by 
Newcastle Jets have come in the 
second half. 


However, there have been just three 
goals scored in the final 15 minutes 
of A-League games involving New- 
castle Jets this season, a league-low. 


Luke Brattan (Brisbane Roar) has 
attempted 1201 passes this season, 
a league-high. 


Sydney FC are unbeaten in five A- 
League games at home to Perth Glory 
(W4 D1). 


Perth Glory have failed to keep a 
clean sheet in their last 10 A-League 
visits to Sydney FC. 


Shane Smeltz (Perth Glory) has 
scored three goals in his last three 
league appearances against Sydney 
EC: 


Sydney FC have lost three successive 
home games, the worst current 
record in the A-League. 


Perth Glory have attempted fewer 
shots (including blocked) than any 


pis) 


WELLINGTON) 


other side in the division this cam- 
paign (188). 


Danny Vukovic (Perth Glory) has 
made more saves than any other 
goalkeeper this term (76). 


Perth Glory have managed just one 
win in their last 10 league games 
away from home (including play offs). 
scoring just seven times in that time. 


Eight of the last 11 goals scored at 
home by Sydney FC have arrived in 
the first half. 


Perth Glory have scored the highest 
proportion of goals from outside the 
box in open play (33%). 


Wellington Phoenix 


Melbourne Heart 


Wellington Phoenix are unbeaten at 
home to Melbourne Heart in the A- 
League (W4 D1). 


Melbourne Heart have registered just 
one win in their last nine against Wel- 
lington Phoenix in league competition 
(D3 L5). 


Wellington Phoenix’s Jeremy Brockie 
has scored three goals in his last three 
A-League matches against Melbourne 
Heart. 


Carlos Hernandez (Wellington Phoenix) 
has claimed the most assists this sea- 
son in the Australian A-League (8). 


Wellington Phoenix have scored at 
least once in each of their last eight 
league matches, the longest streak 
this season by any side. 


Melbourne Heart are without a win in 
22 league games away from home 
(D5 L17). 


Five of the last six goals scored by 
Wellington Phoenix have arrived in the 
first half. 


Melbourne Heart have averaged the 
smallest share of possession this sea- 
son (44.1%). 


Katsa’s 


The talking point of this week is 
Sydney FC, who based on recent 
events, have hit rock bottom, both 
on and off the field. 

Over to last weekend’s Game we go 
where, the Blues suffered a heavy 
3-0 defeat, at the hands of Adelaide 
United. 

Nothing new with such a result, 
teams suffer these heavy defeats 
every week, however, in the case of 
Sydney FC, the frustration that its 
fans have and are suffering, boiled 
over on the weekend, beginning 
with one fan tipping his beer over 
Sydney FC coach, Frank Farina. 

The downward spiral then contin- 
ued with a sign being lifted by their 
die hard fans, asking for Farina’s 


resignation, plus another one in Rus- 
sian directed to Club owner, David 
Traktovenko, calling for the Club’s 
Chairman, Scott Barlow’s, resigna- 
tion. 

Barlow is Tratovenko’s son-in-law. 
A number of fans were removed by 
security, due to these signs being 
erected, and the majority of Syd- 
ney FC’s supporters group, known 
as The Cove, then left the Stadium 
in protest, and assembled outside, 
where they broke into a chant, de- 
manding for Farina to be sacked. 

Farina, when asked after the match 
if there were any issues on and of the 
field at Sydney, claimed that there 
weren’t. 

Roll on Monday, and Farina asks 
Carle and Thomson to “train inde- 
pendently” and away from the senior 
playing group, citing “dissent” from 
these players as the reason. 

Sydney FC Powerbrokers go to 
great lengths to keep up the lines of 
communication between themselves, 
the Club and supporters via Social 


Media, and are actually organising a 
Fans Form for next week. 

However what is currently lacking 
at Sydney FC is a clear direction for 
the Club, one that will bring it some- 
thing that has missing for a very long 
time, and that is success. 

Perhaps the Sydney FC Powerbro- 
kers time and energies would be bet- 
ter spent implementing policies to 
bring success, as opposed to having 
to put out continual spot fires caused 
by failure. 

To say that Sydney FC have un- 
derachieved in the A-League, is an 
understatement, and expectations of 
this team, both from its Supporters 
and FFA Club Powerbrokers alike, 
are enormous. 

There are also question marks over 
who has assembled the playing 
squad in the past. Was it the coach? 
Or was it the Club Powerbrokers, 
with Del Piero being signed without 
then coach Ian Crooke’s blessing? 

The list of players that have left 
Sydney FC is also quite interesting, 


Namely, Cole, Topor-Stanley, Beau- 
champ, Bridge and Santalab, whc 
are more than holding their own at 
rival club, Western Sydney Wander- 
ers currently, and these guys coul¢ 
easily command a starting elever 
spot at Sydney FC. 

Add to that Petratos who has beer 
scoring frequently at Brisbane Roar. 
however the name of Popovic as 
coach is one that surely must be 
haunting Sydney’s Management, as 
they let the opportunity to appoint 
him as Senior Coach slip a few years 
back, when he was Assistant Coach. 
Sydney FC is once again at the cross 
roads, and time will tell if they wil 
recover. 

If they do not, one thing is for cer- 
tain, and that is that changes will be 
made to either the coaching or man- 
agement staff, or both. 


Until next week. 
This is Katsa — Just as you have 
known him 
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Francis Fields 
Former América and Paraguay 
national team idol Salvador Ca- 
bafias has gone the full circle in 
the last four years. 

The forward has lost everything 
after tragically being shot in the 
head in a bar altercation in Mexico 
City three years ago. After med- 
ics confirmed the bullet could not 
be removed from his skull, worse 
came to happen when his now for- 
mer wife took control of his assets. 

“T will forge ahead”, said Caba- 
has to a reporter. The Paraguayan 
spoke of his ordeal, about the 
warm-hearted gestures from for- 
mer team-mates and coaches from 
his previous clubs. 

Speaking at the bakery business 
run by his family, making bread 
from the break of dawn and with 
his hands full of flour, his modest 
living in Itagua - 30 kilometres 
east of capital Asuncion is a far cry 
from the luxurious living he previ- 
ously enjoyed. 


Getting up at 4am every day, Sal- 
vador gets up to work with his fa- 
ther and mother in a lorry very dif- 
ferent to the sports cars he used to 
drive to club training. 

Unfortunately with the bullet in 
his skull, his loco motor movement 
skills and cognitive speech and lis- 
tening skills have been affected. 
This does not mean he still refuses 
to play football again. 

On the outskirts of Itagua, Ypaca- 
rai, San Bernardino (which are all 
nearby communities close to Asun- 
cion), Cabafias confessed how he 
enjoys his job. People instantly 
recognise him and ask about his 
football playing days and whether 
he currently plays or not. 

Having being considered for pre- 
selection for the South Africa 2010 
World Cup under former boss Ge- 
rardo Martino — now at Barcelo- 
na, the former forward recalls with 
displeasure about the losses of his 
personal wealth. 

Having lost his house worth at 
US$5million, his assets taken away 
through custody by his ex-wife, 
his former player agent and law- 
yer having had an affair with her 
as well. 

Last week marked his four-year 
absence from the top level and 


i 
Paraguayan forward Salva- 
dor Cabanas remains playing 
professionally despite a 
4-year recovery from a gun 
shot attack 


such was the aggression in the at- 
tack that a talent, a high-scoring 
international lost his playing ca- 
reer. The football world especially 
across Latin America woke up with 
the sad news. The positive light in 
this story is that he has not been 
forgotten. 

Having led Club América, a giant 
in Mexican football to top goalscor- 
er in the 2007 and 2008 editions of 
the Copa Libertadores consecu- 
tively. With the unfortunate change 
of fortune, Paraguay still managed 
to reach the quarter finals losing to 
eventual champions Spain. 

It was a career that was growing, 
looking even more promising and 
who was in the eye of many scouts 
and clubs across Europe, especially 
with Manchester United very keen 
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at the time. Having initiated profes- 
sionally at Paraguayan first divi- 
sion club side 12 de Octubre, later 
on migrating to Audax Italiano in 
Chile and jumping over the Jag- 
uares de Chiapas in the Mexican 
Liga MX before landing to Améri- 
ca, his career was looking clearly 
prosperous. 

“When I got shot, I had already 
signed a pre-contract for $1.7m 
with Manchester United. That was 
where my destiny was heading”, he 
confessed in what was an up-close 
and personal interview. 

“In the end, their intentions did 
not work entirely because América 
retained me, gave me an apartment 
in Acapulco and another in Cancun. 
My salary doubled ”, he declared. 

Much speculation and rumours, 


conspiracies and threats, libel and 
tort accusations have been directed 
at Cabafias and at media giant Tele- 
visa for broadcasting and informing 
sensationalised and inaccurate de- 
tails of his tragic incident. 
Affectionately nicknamed “Chava”, 
despite everything has expressed 
gratitude to the people who have 
supported him and to the second op- 
portunity life has given him. Under- 
going 23 days of intensive therapy 
in Mexico City, his life was hanging 
ona thread. His recovery is not only 
inspirational, and shows strength 
and character. 

“My grandmother urges me with 
faith that I will get through this. I 
have lost a lot but I am still strong”, 
he concluded. Currently second di- 
vision side General Caballero Sport 


Twitter @francisfields 


Club has Cabafias officially in the 
squad. 

Cabanas netted over 100 goals fo 

his club sides, whilst for Paraguay 
he was capped 45 times with 1( 
goals to his name. 
Reuters - Argentina defender Ni 
colas Otamendi looks set to steal « 
march on his country’s World Cuy 
squad by arriving at their Belo Hori 
zonte tournament base in Brazil fou 
months before the finals. 

Otamendi is moving from Valenci 
in a loan deal to join Ronaldinho’: 
South American club champion: 
Atlético Mineiro whose Cidade dc 
Galo training complex will be Ar 
gentina’s headquarters for the Jun 
12-July 13 tournament, the Argen: 
tine sports daily Olé reported o1 
Monday. 

The former Vélez Sarsfield anc 
Porto centre back has been includec 
in Atlético’s list of players for thei: 
defence of the Libertadores Cut 
posted on their website although th: 
southern Brazilian club have yet tc 
confirm his signing. 

Former Barcelona, Chelsea anc 
Portugal midfielder Deco, now at 
agent, was involved in Otamendi’: 
move, Ole added. 

Valencia bought Otamendi fron 
Porto during the January transfe 
window but have filled their quot 
of foreign players for the rest of th« 
season. A member of Diego Mara: 
dona’s 2010 World Cup squad it 
South Africa, where Argentina los 
4-0 to Germany in the quarter-finals 
Otamendi has a good chance of be 
ing picked by national team coacl 
Alejandro Sabella for the Brazi 
tournament. 


Sky Blues clinch NYL title with 3 games to spare 


NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 
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Tomasz Ng 


Foxtel National Youth League 
Sydney FC clinched the 2013/14 
Foxtel National Youth League title 
with three games to spare, after a 
well fought 2-1 win over Brisbane 
Roar. 

Terry Antonis was the man to make 
a real difference, scoring the first 
goal and setting up the second for 
Mitch Mallia within 21 minutes of 
the contest. 

Brisbane’s Samuel Sibatuara pulled 
one back for the visitors in the sec- 
ond half to set up a close finish, but 
ultimately Sydney were too good 
and maintained their unassailable 
ten point lead at the top of the table. 

The Sky Blues have deserved this 
season’s championship after win- 
ning 13 out of 15 games, while scor- 
ing 47 goals in the process (average 
of over 3 per game). 

Their closest challenger up to this 
week was Newcastle Jets, who re- 
corded a thrilling 4-2 win over Ad- 
elaide United at Wanderers Oval. 

It was actually the Reds who took 
the early lead, with Anthony Costa 
on hand to put the loose ball in the 
box into the back of the net. 

The home side were in search of 
a quick reply, but finally found the 
equaliser in the second half through 
Radovan Pavicevic. 

Kale Bradbery then put the Jets 
ahead a couple of minutes later, be- 
fore substitute Nikola Milesunic got 
the Reds back on level terms. 

Not to be disheartened, Newcastle 
pushed on and eventually clinched 
the win after Pavicevic secured his 
brace, while Nicholas Cowburn got 
one of his own to make it four. 

The win keeps them four points 
ahead of Melbourne Victory, who 
returned to winning ways by thrash- 
ing cellar dwellers Central Coast 
Mariners 5-2 at Lakeside Stadium. 

Victory were made to come from 
behind twice, as Josh Bingham put 
the visitors in front early, and again 
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Alec Urosevski of Sydney FC on the 


ball against Brisbane Roar 


with a penalty on the half hour. 

Christopher Cristaldo was the hero 
for the home side however, equalis- 
ing for the Victory on two occasions 
before grabbing a first half hat trick, 
while Jesse Makarounas added pol- 
ish to the scoreline with a brace in 
the second half. 

It was a welcome return to form for 

the Victory after they had suffered a 
drubbing with the same scoreline a 
week prior against Perth Glory. 

Instead of carrying on with that 
win, the Glory actually returned 
to their mediocre ways, losing 5-1 
to Melbourne Heart at Epping Sta- 
dium. 

Heart began the match quickly, 
racing to a 2-0 lead thanks to Ersin 
Kaya and Hernan Espindola, but 
were pegged back by a stunner from 
Ryan Edwards. 

But instead of carrying on from 
the goal, the Glory failed to keep 
out the Heart before the end of the 


first half as Alexander Dao scored 

Heart’s third of the morning. 

Luke O’Dea then scored the fourth 
goal for Heart while Espindola got 
his second on the day to round out 
the comprehensive victory. 

The result see Heart move into 7th 
place, after the AIS had succumbed 
to a 3-0 defeat at the hands of West- 
ern Sydney Wanderers. 

Carrying on the theme of the round, 
Alusine Fofanah scored early for 
the Wanderers, before Mark Cindric 
made it 2-0 before half time. 
Lawrence Hanna then came close to 
a third after Jordan Thurtell pulled 
off a stunning save to deny the for- 
ward, while a splendid free kick 
from Yianni Perkatis did find the 
back of the net for the Wanderers. 

So with the title decided, the fo- 
cus turns to which one of Perth or 
Central Coast will get the dreaded 
wooden spoon. 


Terry Antonis 
was on target for 
the Sky Blues 


Saturday, 15 February 2014 
Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory 
Wanderers Oval 
KO 10:30AM 


Saturday, 15 February 2014 
Melbourne Heart v AIS 
Epping Soccer Stadium 

KO 2:30PM 


Saturday, 15 February 2014 
Brisbane Roar v Western Sydney 
Wanderers 
Goodwin Park 
KO 3:30 PM 


Saturday, 15 February 2014 
Adelaide United v Sydney FC 
Parra Hills 
KO 4:30 PM 


Sunday, 16 February 2014 
Mariners v Perth Glory 
Centre of Excellence, Tuggerah 
KO 10:30AM 


P WD LFA GD PTS 


1 Sydney FC 15 131147182940 
2 Newcastle Jets 15 93 3 39 25 14 30 
2 Melbourne Victory 15825 42 31 11 26 
4 Adelaide United 15735 31 283 24 
5 Wanderers 157 17 34 26 8 22 
6 Brisbane Roar 15 555 34 35 -1 20 
7 Melbourne Heart 15546 21 23-219 
8AIS 15528 30 39 -9 17 
9 Perth Glory 1530 12 26 62 -369 
10 CC Mariners 151311 1835-176 


Sydney FC 2 
(Terry Antonis 9’, Mitch Mallia 21’) 
Brisbane Roar 1 (Samuel Sibatuara 57’) 


Melbourne Victory 5 (Cristaldo 20’ 33° 
40’, Makarounas 50’ 90+2’) 

Central Coast Mariners FC 2 
(Bingham 11’ 31’pen) 


Newcastle Jets 4 (Pavicevic 54, 80, 
Bradbery 57, Cowburn 87) 

Adelaide United 1 (Costa 9, Mileusnic 
61) 


Western Sydney Wanderers 3 (Fofanah 
7, Cindric 34, Perkatis 70) 
Australian Institute of Sport 0 


Melbourne Heart 5 (Kaya 6’, Espindola 
19’ 59’, Dao 43’, O'Dea 55’) 
Perth Glory 1 (Edwards 28’) 
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Canberra United crowned W-League premiers 


By Katie Lambeski 


The last home-and-away fixtures 
of the W-League were played at 
the weekend, and they did not 
disappoint. Newcastle earned 
their first point of the season, 
Perth ended their season on a 
high and the first week of finals 
match-ups was sorted. 

Despite both Saturday fixtures be- 
ing “dead rubbers”, it did not play 
out that way in either match. New- 
castle and Adelaide could not be 
split in a 2-2 draw to start it off at 
Wanderers Oval. Newcastle looked 
set to finish the season with zero 
points next to their name after Ad- 
elaide’s Kristy Moore had her side 
2-0 up by the twenty-ninth minute. 
Hannah Beard hit back for the Jets 
shortly after, leaving captain Gema 
Simon to play the part of hero in 
the last minute of the match with a 


Standings 


PWDLFADP 
12903 28 8 20 27 


1 Canberra United 


2 Sydney FC 1282237 14 23 26 
3 Melbourne Victory 127 23 23 12 11 23 
4 Brisbane Roar 12723 22 16 6 23 
5 Perth Glory 125071731 -14 15 
6 Adelaide United 123451215 -3 13 


1223717 23-69 
1201111047 -371 


7 Wanderers 


8 Newcastle Jets 


looping headed goal. 

The Jets arguably had the bet- 
ter start, but were hit against the 
tun of play twice through Moore. 

They would not be deterred as they 
continued to press on and that re- 
sulted in a clever goal from Beard. 
An even battle of wills character- 
ized the second half as both had 
chances to attack and find a goal. It 
remained that way until the ninety- 
first minute when Simon earned the 
Jets a point. 

In a season where both these sides 
had their season’s wrecked by in- 
juries, Perth managed to end their 
otherwise disappointing season 
with a 2-1 win at home to Western 
Sydney on Saturday. The prolific 
Kate Gill turned out to be the dif- 
ference maker, her second-half 


brace giving the Glory something 
to take into the off-season. 

Perth fashioned the better of the 
chances throughout, despite falling 
behind to a fifteenth minute Emily 


Caitlin Munoz celebrates with teammates after scoring the opening 
goal for Canberra United. Photo: Courtesy The Canberra Times 


van Egmond opener. Both keep- 
ers (Wanderers’ Dimi Poulos and 
Perth’s Chantel Jones) had their 
work cut out for them in a busy 
outing where the result could have 
gone either way. Wanderwoman 
Catherine Cannuli ended her career 
with the captain’s armband, a final 
honor to cap off a decorated career. 

To start off ‘Super Sunday ’, Bris- 
bane Roar dashed Melbourne Vic- 
tory’s hopes of a home semi-final 
with a narrow 1-0 win on Sunday at 
QSAC. Katrina-Lee Gorry’s stun- 
ning free kick turned out to be the 
winner, as she opened the scoring 
just five minutes before half-time. 
Despite both sides being guaran- 
teed finals spots, there was still 
plenty on the line just a week out 
from finals. 

Brisbane aimed to get on the front 
foot right from the beginning and 
throughout, with Roar midfielder 
Elise Kellond-Knight firing away 
the first shot of the match early. Ex- 


citing Roar attack pairing Hayley 
Raso and Larissa Crummer were 
prominent early, piling pressure on 
the Victory defence. Victory would 
have chances themselves in the first 
half through Jess Fishlock and Ca- 
ity Friend, both denied by Nadine 
Angerer. An end-to-end contest 
played out in the second half, but 
Victory could not find their way 
through. 

Canberra United claimed top spot 
in a pulsating end to the round, de- 
feating Sydney FC 2-1 on Sunday 
at Sydney United Sports Centre. A 
spot-kick from Caitlin Munoz and 
a smashing effort from Stephanie 
Ochs ensured Canberra’s victory, 
cancelling out Sam Kerr’s equal- 
izer halfway through the first 45. 
This match picked up at the same 
pace their last meeting had, and 
now both have major claims on this 
season’s crown. 

It wouldn’t be without a flash point, 
however. Controversy reigned early 


at the thirteenth minute when the 
referee pointed to the spot after a 
tussle in the Canberra corner; it did 
not faze Munoz as she converted 
the penalty. Sydney wasted little re- 
plying, as Kerr’s clever header from 
the right post beat Lydia Williams. 
Sydney pressed on, as did Canberra 
in the warm conditions, but the 
game stayed level, until Ochs had 
her say. A lightening-quick counter- 
attack, beginning with Williams’ 
long pass to Ash Sykes down the 
left flank allowed her to cut back to 
Ochs, who blasted home. Sydney 
huffed and puffed, but couldn’t take 
Canberra’s stout defence down. 

A tantalizing opening week of W- 
League finals kicks off at McKellar 
Park on Saturday at 3pm as Can- 
berra United host Brisbane Roar. 
The second semi-final will be con- 
tested by Sydney FC will host Mel- 
bourne Victory at WIN Jubilee on 
Sunday 3pm. 


Semi Finals 


15 Feb KO 3:00pm 
Canberra United Vs Brisbane Roar 
McKellar Park 


16 Feb KO 3:00pm 
Sydney FC Vs Melbourne Victory 
WIN Jubilee, Kogarah 


*ABC1 will show extended highlights 
of each match on Saturday 15 Febru- 
ary and Sunday 16 February at 6pm 
nationally. 


Melbourne Victory coach David 
Edmondson says his side holds 
“no fear” of Sydney FC, after 
Victory learned that it would 
face the reigning champion in an 
away Westfield W-League semi- 
final on Sunday. 

Canberra United’s win over Syd- 

ney FC on Sunday saw the former 
win the minor premiership and 
consign Victory to third place and 
an interstate semi-final. 
Despite succumbing to Brisbane 
Roar at the weekend — its second 
1-0 loss in as many weeks — Ed- 
mondson said Victory was playing 
well enough to shake up the finals 
series. 

“We’re playing well, we’re cre- 
ating chances and we’re not really 


EDMONDSON: WE HAVE NO FEAR 


conceding many scoring opportu- 
nities, but we’re just not putting 
the ball in the back of the net. The 
last two weeks we’ve had enough 
chances to win each game by two 
or three,” Edmondson said. 

“There’s no fear involved and 
there’s plenty of respect for the 
other three teams in finals along- 
side us. We’re confident that we 
can go and beat anybody if we put 
things right, play our game and put 
the chances away that we’ve cre- 
ated.” 

Melbourne Victory’s last en- 
counter against Sydney FC came 


in Round 5 at Allianz Stadium, a 
match which saw both sides come 
away with a share of the points. 

“T think that the last performance 
against Sydney away from home 
definitely gave us belief. We domi- 
nated that game, but didn’t capital- 
ise on it and let them back into it,” 
Edmondson said. 

“The morale’s alright and the girls 
are confident.” 

New Zealand international Katie 
Hoyle will again be absent this 
week with national team duties, 
while Enza Barilla could also miss 
another week because of family 


Re 


commitments. 

“Enza [Barilla] had a family wed- 
ding that counted her out yesterday 
and quite possibly this week. We 
were aware of that a few weeks ago 
so that’s why we’ve had to look at 
alternatives for Enza,” Edmondson 
said. 

“While there’s some been some 
level of experimentation lately, it’s 
because we’ve had to.” 
Edmondson said the health of the 
squad was OK, despite several 
players carrying injuries in recent 
weeks. 

“We brought Emma [Checker] off 
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at the end (against Brisbane Roar). 
She got a bit of a knock on the 
same knee she injured a few weeks 
ago, but we took her off just as a 
precaution,” he said. 

“Jess Humble came through the 
whole game after her slight knee 
injury the week before. 

“Jess Fishlock is not 100 per cent 
and hasn’t been for a few weeks, 
but she doesn’t make any excuses 
for it and we’ll manage her during 
the week. 

“Lisa [De Vanna] wasn’t 100 
per cent to start, but she came on 
and did OK for us. At this stage of 
the season it’s just managing the 
bumps, bruises and knocks, but 
touch wood I’m able to pick from 
a full squad this week.” 


23 
Round 12 Review 


Newcastle Jets 2 

(Hannah Beard 32’, Gema Simon 91’) 
Adelaide United 2 (Kristy Moore 10’, 28’) 
Saturday 8 February 2014 

Wanderers Oval, Newcastle 

Referee: Katie Patterson 


Newcastle Jets: Eliza Campbell (Gk), Han- 
nah Brewer, Stacey Day (Jasmine Courteney 
78’), Siahn Bozanic (Ashley Spina 46’), Cia- 
ra Mccormack, Gema Simon, Tara Andrews, 
Rhali Dobson, Hannah Beard, Cassidy Da- 
vis, Clare Wheeler (Grace Mcintyre 57’) 


Substitutes — Claire Coelho (Gk) 
Cautions — Ciara Mccormack 20’, Hannah 
Beard 36’ 


Adelaide UnitEd: Melissa Barbieri (Gk), 
Laura Stockdale, Emily Condon (Daniela Di 
Bartolo 60’), Lisa-Marie Woods, Monique 
lannella, Daila-Tais Borg, Jenna Mccormick, 
Tiarn Powell (Jessica Nagel 86’), Snez Vel- 
janovska, Kristy Moore, Louise Mason (Ra- 
chael Quigley 53’) 


Substitutes — Kelly Barltrop (Gk) 
Cautions — None 


Perth Glory 2 (Kate Gill 48’, 84’) 

Western Sydney Wanderers 1 (Emily Van 
Egmond 15’) 

Saturday 8 February 2014 

Percy Doyle Reserve, Perth 

Referee: Rachel Mitchenson 


Perth Glory: Chantel Jones (Gk), SaraH 
Carroll, Cecilie Sandvej, Bronwyn Stud- 
man, Shannon May, Sasha Andrews, Kate 
Gill, Marianna Tabain, Shawn Billam (Amy 
Knights 68’), Emily Henderson (Thia East- 
man 59’), Carys Hawkins (Jess Dillon 78’) 
Substitutes — Gabrielle Dal Busco (Gk) 


Cautions — Cecilie Sandvej 88’ 


Western Sydney Wanderers: Dimi Poulos 
(Gk), Caitlin Cooper, Emily Van Egmond, 
Heather Garriock, Tori Huster, Michelle Car- 
ney (Jordan Baker 85’), Jess Seaman, Cath- 
erine Cannuli, Teigen Allen, Alanna Kennedy, 
Linda O’neill (Helen Petinos 90’) 


Substitutes - Mackenzie Arnold (Gk), 
Jenna Kingsley 
Cautions — Emily Van Egmond 88’ 


Brisbane Roar 1 (Katrina Gorry 41’) 
Melbourne Victory 0 

Sunday 9 February 2014 

Qsac (Queensland Sports And Athletics 
Centre), Brisbane 

Referee: Rebecca Durcau 


Brisbane Roar: Nadine Angerer (Gk), Laura 
Alleway, Brooke Spence, Kim Carroll, Elise 
Kellond-Knight, Larissa Crummer (Emily 
Gielnik 46’), Katrina Gorry, Vedrana Popovic, 
Tameka Butt, Hayley Raso (Sunny Franco 
77’), Ayesha Norrie (Joanne Burgess 70’) 


Substitutes — Kate Stewart (Gk) 
Cautions — None 


Melbourne Victory: Brianna Davey (Gk), 
Jessica Humble, Stephanie Catley, Caitlin 
Friend (Lisa De Vanna 53’), Jessica Fish- 
lock, Jessica Samuelsson, Emma Checker 
(Cindy Lay 83’), Gulcan Koca (Maika Ruyter- 
Hooley 71’), Beattie Goad, Ella Mastranto- 
nio, Lauren Barnes 


Substitutes — Cassandra Dimovski (Gk) 
Cautions — Emma Checker 41’ 


Sydney FC 1 (Sam Kerr 24’) 

Canberra United 2 (Caitlin Munoz 13’ Pen, 
Stephanie Ochs 60’) 

Sunday 9 February 2014 

Sydney United Sports Centre, Sydney 
Referee: Lara Smith 


Sydney FC: Casey Dumont (Gk), Teresa Po- 
lias, Danielle Brogan (Renee Rollason 46’), 
Alesha Clifford, Nicola Bolger (Chloe Loga- 
1zo 66’), Amy Harrison, Caitlin Foord, Ellyse 
Perry, Emma Kete, Leena Khamis (Jodie 
Taylor 77’), Sam Kerr 


Substitutes - Sham Khamis (Gk) 
Cautions — None 


Canberra United: Lydia Williams (Gk), 
Catherine Brown, Georgia Yeoman-Dale, 
Kendall Fletcher, Grace Field, Caitlin Munoz 
(Grace Gill 64’), Michelle Heyman, Nicole 
Sykes, Ashleigh Sykes (Meg Mclaughlin 
87’), Lori Lindsey (Jennifer Bisset 91’), 
Stephanie Ochs 


Substitutes — Trudy Burke (Gk) 
Cautions — Catherine Brown 16’, Jennifer 
Bisset 93’ 
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safe pair of hands with the McMaster 


In action for Heidelberg 
Utd against Green Gully 


This week Goal! Weekly’s 

brings you 
a special 0&A interview with 
former Brisbane Roar and Wel- 
lington Phoenix goalkeeper Griffin 
McMaster... 


What got you into football? 
Playing school football at The 
Southport School (Gold Coast) 
and the EPL was becoming more 
popular in Australia in the late 
90’s. Loved watching Leeds 
United and Manchester United. 
I’m a Man United fan so I got 
touched with the 98/99 year when 
they won the treble. 


Who did you play for growing up? 
My first team was Palm Beach 
Sharks up in the Gold Coast and 
that was senior football. ’m 
actually a late starter in football. 
I started goalkeeping at 17 so I 
never played juniors. I had to fit 
into senior football very quickly. 


How did you get your initial break 
in the Queensland Roar (Now 
Brisbane) team? 

In 2004 Queensland Lions 
(coached by Miron Bleiberg) from 
the Brisbane Premier League 
won the right to compete in the 
A-league, operating as Queensland 
Roar. I was in the system but start- 
ed as ano.3 keeper at the Roar. I 
had to bide my time, work hard 
and of course needed that extra bit 
of luck. Then my break came and 
was fortunate in the 06/07 season 
to get a short-term contract as a 
no.2 to Liam Reddy. 


What is one football moment you 
will never forget? 

A lot of great moments during 
my career but one of the most 
memorable has definitely got to 


be keeping a clean sheet against 
Sydney FC away in the semi final 
1st leg. I remember making some 
important saves that game which 
ended in a 0-0 draw. We then 
went on to win the 2nd leg and 
progressed to the preliminary final. 
But I should also mention that 
when Wally Lewis read my name 
out on the ch9 news bulletin say- 
ing that my goalkeeping heroics 
helped the team progress also was 
a memorable moment. 


You have played in some big 
games against some big names 
during your time in the A-league, 
which one would you say was the 
best and most memorable? 

Well I can’t go past my debut 
against Melbourne Victory in 
which I also got man of the match. 
Was definitely a very fitting wel- 
come to the A-league. Also like 
I mentioned earlier the semi-final 
against Sydney FC in 2008 was 
another big game I was involved 
in. 

I did play against some big 
names during my time at the Roar. 
Robbie Fowler probably being the 
biggest. You can also add Juninho 
to the list while he was at Sydney 
FC. 


You have signed with your former 
club Heidelberg United for the up- 
coming season. Why Heidelberg? 
There’s a good vibe around at the 
club at the moment. More so than 
when I was there in 2011. It’s a 
club with a very rich history and 
that is always a bonus being part 
of a club with such calibre. Having 
Jeff Olver who is regarded as one 
of the best goalkeepers Australia 
has ever produced as a goalkeep- 
ing coach is great. Heidelberg 
have a great playing group this 


Alibre 


season with not many egos and a 
very passionate coach in George 
Katsakis. 


How is it being reunited with 
George Katsakis at Heidelberg 
United? 

He’s definitely a character of the 
game. He’s fantastic at motivating 
his players and bringing the best 
out of them. It brings a smile to 
your face. He’s a true gentleman 
on and off the pitch and I hope to 
experience success with him this 
season. 


The last time you played for 
Heidelberg United in 2011 you 
were named VPL Goalkeeper of the 
year. You were also on the verge of 
signing for Melbourne Heart. What 
happened? 

Yes, a very up and down season. 
In round 19 against Northcote I 
came off my line to clear a ball 
unfortunately came out second 
best in the challenge. Unfortu- 
nately broke my leg and dashed 
any chances of me signing for 
Melbourne Heart. I lost out on a 
contract but was great consola- 
tion to win the keeper of the year 
award. 


So would you say that injury, which 
prevented you from signing for 
Melbourne Heart, was the most 
disappointing moment in your 
career? 

Well, I would say so, yes. At 

the time I was keeping very well 
for Heidelberg. I was in good 
shape and in great form. I had a 

lot of momentum when I heard 
Melbourne Heart were chasing 

my signature but in the round 19 
clash against Northcote I came out 
second best in a challenge which 
resulted in me being out for 10 and 


a half months. 


What do you think of the new NPL 
which will be taking place this 
season in Victoria? Can you give us 
more of an insight about the new 
league structure? 

It’s good changes. Some criteria 
does need slight adjusting but 

all in all it’s good. It will give 

an opportunity for more home 
grown and local players to play at 
a higher level and that’s what it’s 
about. 

All teams now are only allowed 

2 foreigners. So that means the 
foreign players playing in Victoria 
this season will be of a higher 
level than foreign players who 
have played in previous years. 
There is also a points system 
involved for players. All will be 
revealed on Friday so stay tuned. 


Favourite Socceroo of all time? 
You can’t go past the unsung hero 
Mark Schwarzer. Did a superb job 
in goals during his time for his 
clubs and national team. 


Current team you enjoy watching 
the most in the A-League? 

Of course the teams that wins and 
play a positive brand of football. 
I’m more of a neutral but of course 
have a soft spot for the two clubs I 
have served time at (Brisbane Roar 
and Wellington Phoenix). Having 
known a fair few of the lads it’s 
good to watch their progress. Iam 
currently living in Melbourne now 
so I follow both Melbourne clubs 
very closely. 


Current player you enjoy watching 
the most in the A-League? 
Thomas Broich is just fantastic. 
Could easily be one of the best 
foreingers to have played in 


A-league since it started. He’s a 
complete player. Very creative, 
quick on the ball, and one of if not 
the best crosses in the league. He 
could and should be playing in the 
Bundesliga. 

I love Berisha’s aggressiveness in 
the box. You could argue and say 
he is one of the best strikers to 
have hit the A-league. Of course 
you can’t go without mentioning 
Del Piero as well. His sublime 
touches are pure class. I like see- 
ing any goalkeeper rip it up and 
make brilliant saves. A lot of them 
are this season, which is good to 
see. 


What do you think about the 
growth in Australian football? 

It’s been very good. Of course 
there’s going to be a lot of naysay- 
ers but wind the clock back 10 
years and it was worse. That’s 
another debate but it’s a fact. ’m 
glad the game has gone corporate 
and more professional. It’s fantas- 
tic that we are seeing a lot more 
media coverage of the game in 
this country. Younger people want 
to be apart of it. The A-league is 
fresh and continually growing. 


You have played under some big 
managers during your career, 
which would you say you learnt 
most from? 

Learnt a lot off both Frank Farina 
and Ange Postecoglou. Not just in 
soccer but in life as well. Both are 
very astute people. 

Farina is more a manager type. 
That’s why Rado (Vidosic) works 
well with him in that combina- 
tion. He’s the eyes of he club, 

if something isn’t working he’s 
very observant to fix things. He’s 
a terrific man manager and I hope 
he has as long tenure at Sydney Fe 


and builds something there. 

Ange well, he’s a no-nonsense 
operator. He has had great success 
in the A-league and commands re- 
spect. Not afraid to make big calls 
on players. He’s a very switched 
on guy. 


Having played under Ange 
Postecoglou at Brisbane Roar, do 
you think he is the right man for 
the Socceroos job? 

Time will tell. All signs point 

to the contrary. He has proven 
himself as a great coach in the 
A-league but on the International 
stage it’s a different ball game. Pr 
one of those people still thinking 
about Holger Osieck and never 
forgot the fact that he got the Soc- 
ceroos into the World Cup. I hope 
that doesn’t come back to haunt us 
in Brazil. 


You have played with some great 
players, but who was the best? 
Craig Moore. Blessed with loads 
of ability and a very humble 
person. Was a great person to get 
advice from.. Now he’s a player 
development manager for FFA anc 
the job suits him perfectly. Glad I 
can meet and play with people like 
him in football. 


Your perfect 11? (players you have 
played with or against) 

Clint Bolton (goalkeeper) 
Danny Tiatto (left back) 

Craig Moore (centre back) 

Ivan Franic (right back) 

Tom Oar (left midfield) 

Robbie Kruse (right midfield) 
Juninho (centre midfield) 

Mark Milligan (centre midfield) 
Archie Thompson (striker) 
Robbie Fowler (striker) 

John Aloisi (striker) 


— 
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Napoli reduce 
Milan to tears 


Mario Balotelli was in tears as he : 
sat on the bench during Milan’s : 
trip to Napoli, following what had : 


been a big week in his personal 
life. It proved a sad night for the 
Rossoneri, going down 3-1. 


The image went viral. Mario Ba- | 
lotelli sitting on the bench, tears ; 
streaming down his face. He had - 
been substituted minutes earlier, : 
Milan a goal down against Napoli. © 
Unfortunately the meaning behind | 
these tears was severely misinter- : 


preted by some online sources. 


Unsourced lies were spread. These : 


tears were the result of racist chant- 


ing toward Balotelli, it was said. © 


Completely untrue. No Italian 


source identified such chanting. No : 
reputable source, only Twitter and ; 
Facebook accounts aiming for more - 


followers. It appeared to work, as 


even the next day — despite the best 
efforts of some — that story was still = 


making the rounds. 


So, what was it? Balotelli remains : 
tight-lipped, but it had been an | 
emotional week. On Wednesday he : 
announced he was a father. “Finally - 
the TRUTH : - ) ... PIA ... Sweet : 


child of mine!!! 
tweeted. 


Pia was born in December 2012. | 


your Dad,” he : 


ait 


wee ue we 


: AC Milan’s Mario Balotell 
Until now Balotelli had contested 
: ex-girlfriend Raffaella Fico’s claim 
he was the father, unless a DNA test 
proved otherwise. He refused any 
: contact. Fico and their daughter live 
in Naples and this week may have 
- been his first visit. 
“As I had said, if the tribunal con- 
. firmed I was Pia’s father, I am ready 
» to take my responsibility,” wrote 
: Balotelli in an open letter to TV 
| programme Verissimo. “I want to 
- do it in silence, far away from ev- 
erything that is media-related, when 
- dealing with such an important rap- 
: port as the one that ties a parent to 
: their child.” 
_ There was much to do in Balotelli’s 
: professional life. Milan went into 
: the Round 23 clash at the Stadio 
San Paolo sitting tenth. 

Their opponents occupied the third 
Champions League spot, a massive 
- 15 points ahead. Milan had experi- 
: enced something of a revival under 
» Clarence Seedorf, gaining seven 
: points from nine, even if perfor- 
» mances were somewhat stilted. 


i lets it all 


pour out. 


January loan signing Adel Taarabt 
made his Milan debut with Kaka on 
the bench and Keisuke Honda out 
- both suffered with illness during 
the week. 

Napoli were looking to respond 
from a disappointing loss at Atalan- 
ta a week earlier. That was followed 
by a last-gasp defeat in the first leg 
of their Coppa Italia semi-final at 
Roma. 

The Rossoneri netted with their 
first chance of the game. Taarabt 
surged forward from the halfway 
line on a counter-attack and curled 
a fantastic effort into the bottom 
corner after just seven minutes. The 
lead lastly barely four. Gokhan In- 
ler’s drive from distance took a de- 
cisive deflection off Nigel De Jong 
to loop over Cristian Abbiati. The 
home side had the better of the first 
half from then on, with Christian 
Maggio hitting the post and Gon- 
zalo Higuain seeing a goal chalked 
off due to a close offside decision. 
Rafa Benitez’ broke through shortly 
after half-time. Inler clipped a cross 


1 Juventus “SG 
2 Roma ree iy S34) eH 
3 Napoli 201 4on S447 227, 
4 Fiorentina 23 13° 5) 5) 42) 24 
5 Internazionale ray A) ty LL 
6 Hellas Verona rey il) E) Sh yf 
7 Parma PET A BYE 
8 Torino Pex 1) 13 se el) 
9 Lazio Pew if A 2) 
10 Genoa Pest (3 fy ZEN OG) 
11 Milan Pa f Ba sh) 
12 Sampdoria Pex ie it (3) Aah GP) 
13 Atalanta re sh) Sp) 
14 Udinese Pe Ry Ay SP) 
15 Cagliari ra Al Sp 
16 Bologna 24 9 10 22 39 
17 Chievo ra ck 3 By 1G Sp 
18 Livorno Paste Gy VN PER EN) 
19 Sassuolo 234 5 14 23 49 
20 Catania Pee Te “ky 1G Zt) 


to the back post, where Higuain 
swooped to glance a header past 


the season. Pepe Reina had a rush 
of blood in coming well off his line 
to try and intercept Balotelli, but 
completely missed the ball. Super 
Mario was not expecting it and 
went wide with an open goal ahead. 

Substituted shortly after, the tears 
flowed. 

Higuain gave Milan more reason 
to weep as he finished off a neat 
move involving Marek Hamsik 
and Lorenzo Insigne, tapping home 
from close range. The match ended 
3-1 and proved a good response 
from Napoli, but the main story was 
Balotelli. 

Seedorf insisted the tears had 
nought to do with racism. “Mario 
is human. These are things that 
happen many times in football and 
sport in general. I’d say it was actu- 
ally beautiful...” 

Mario’s brother, Enock Baruwah, 
hinted on Twitter the paternity issue 
was the cause. “Let’s not start post- 


P W DHL F A GD Pts 


Fiorentina 2 - 0 Atalanta 


Latest Results Next Match 


Milan v Bologna 
Fiorentina v Inter 
Catania v Lazio 
Juventus v Chievo 
Cagliari v Livorno 
Sassuolo v Napoli 
Atalanta v Parma 
Genoa v Udinese 
Roma v Sampdoria 
Hellas Verona v Torino 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


It’s fourth versus fifth as Fiorentina host Inter. The Viola 
snapped a mini-streak of poor results to keep in touch 
with the Champions League spots. Meanwhile, Inter 
were buoyed by their first win in 2014 and will look to 
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124 LWLLL 
17 21 WLDDD 
16 18 LLDLD 
19 17 LDWLL : : 
26 17 LLLLW keep their recovery going. 
24 16 DDDLL 


_ ing pictures of him crying, dammit. 
© Let’s leave him alone for once and | 
Abbiati. His 11th League goal of ° 
: been a tough week.” 

| Napoli released a statement on Sun- 
© day denouncing claims of racism. : 
» “With regards to some debates that : 
: appeared on Facebook according to 
» which Mario Balotelli cried at the | 
_ stadium last night because of alleged 
racist chants towards him, Napoli : 
- underline that, as everyone present 
at the stadium could tell, there were 
: no racist chants against him, just as 
' there have never been racist chants | 
at the San Paolo against anyone.” ° 
' Tronically, the storm this season : 
: surrounding the territorial discrimi- 
: nation sanctions revolves around | 
- anti-Neapolitan chanting. 
: Former Milan player Zvonimir : 
- Boban - working as a television - 
pundit and always one to speak his 
' mind - is more concerned about | 
» what Balotelli does on the pitch. 
- “Balotelli has never given the im- 
: pression of being a champion. His 


pretend it didn’t happen... It has 


football does not make a difference. 


. Both at Inter and Manchester City 


he never did great things. He is 


' not among the true champions. He 
: is potentially strong, but to build 
» a team around him would be a big 


risk.” 
Balotelli’s focus then, needs to be 


© on Milan’s upcoming Champions 


League Last 16 tie with Atletico 
Madrid. They are also still a shot 
to qualify for Europe via Serie 
A. Helping Milan out of the mire 
will go some way to dispelling the 


» doubters. 


Elsewhere, the Rome derby ended 


» inascoreless draw for the first time 


in nearly seven years. Roma had the 


: better of the chances — Gervinho 


saw a goal disallowed for offside, 


: only just — as Lazio frustrated their 


city rivals. 
Verona produced a second half 


- comeback to stun Juventus. Carlos 


Tevez scored two early goals to 


- put the Bianconeri in command, 
* but Luca Toni and Juanito — in the 
» 94th minute — ensured a share of 


the spoils. 


| 
Pepe Lopez 


Atletico Implode 


Atletico Madrid last week were 
on top of the world to use an 
analogy, they were on top of 
Spain at least, to be accurate. 3 
points clear of La Liga, and con- 
fidently approaching the defense 
of their Spanish Copa Del Rey 
Semi-Final against their local 
arch rivals Real Madrid, Atletico 
had the world at their feet, so to 
speak. However in the space of 
less than 2 weeks, Atletico Ma- 
drid bowed out of the Copa Del 
Rey, losing 0-5 on aggregate, and 
also gave up their 3 point lead in 
La Liga, following a shock 0-2 
loss away to Almeria. 

To add insult to injury, Atletico 
have been dealt a cruel blow of 
injuries. First off striker David 
Villa injured his left thigh and has 
not played for 2 weeks, goalkeeper 
Thibaut Courtois missed the Alme- 
ria La Liga match with a leg injury, 
midfielder Tiago will miss up to a 
month of football with a broken 
wrist sustained in the loss against 


Real Madrid add to Athletico Madrid’s horror seven day run 


with a semi final Copa Del Ray whitewash. 


Almeria, and most recently young 
defender Manquillo has suffered 
a serious cervical sprain, the full 
extent of the damage still currently 
being assessed in hospital. 

Atletico Madrid have been hit hard 
in the past 2 weeks with injuries 
and some bizarre refereeing, partic- 
ularly in the match against Almeria, 
however Diego Simeone is not one 
to begin to feel sorry for himself or 
his team, and was quoted by ESPN 
last week with these comments; 

“T do not believe in excuses from 
outside. Focusing on these things 
just wastes effort, it does not help 
the team win games. Things hap- 
pen and will happen again. Look 
at the game in Bilbao, and who is 
taken out for a month for writing 


the referee’s report wrong. We must 
focus on improving ourselves. I do 
not criticise refs for making mis- 
takes against us. I focus on my own 
work. These incidents are for you 

[the media].” 

Despite missing star players, Real 
Madrid and Barcelona missing 
Ronaldo and Neymar respectively, 
both teams were equally impres- 
sive over the weekend as they both 
scored 4 goals, Real Madrid de- 
feated Villareal 4-2 at home, whilst 
Barcelona defeated Seville 4-1 
away. Barcelona hold a 2-0 aggre- 
gate lead against Real Sociedad, on 
the eve of their 2nd leg Copa Del 
Rey semi-final. Should Barcelona 
avoid losing by more than 2 goals, 
they will meet Real Madrid in the 


i? VP fo) Ik le AA 
1 Barcelona Pay is 8 
2 Real Madrid Pa gs) 2 ey 
3 Atlético Madrid B41 8S 2 We 
4 Athletic Club 230 Oe OM OME 2 mE 2O) 
5 Villarreal Pay We ce Tf EN aay 
6 Real Sociedad 2310 7 6 42 34 
7 Sevilla 28 7 8 42 4 
8 Valencia 231199 410) 36) 735) 
9 Espanyol ey § 0 2a 2s) 
10 Levante Sane OMmOEEEZCMEGO) 
11 Celta de Vigo et & tl 2 sy 
12 Elche Pe if iN) ee ee 
13 Getafe Pe ih £e Po Pe ag 
14 Osasuna 237 4 12 21 37 
15 Almeria 237 4 #12 24 4 
16 Malaga fo @ tl 2s sy 
17 Granada et 8 ie a ey 
18 Real Valladolid 23 4 9 10 26 39 
19 Rayo Vallecano 23 6 2 15 25 52 
20 Real Betis aya § 1 2 ge 


final of the Spanish Cup on the 19th 
of April later this year. 

Meanwhile back in Australia, 
SBS’s The World Game claims that 
Spanish and Real Madrid legend 
Fernando Hierro is seeking to fol- 
low in the footsteps of compatriot 
Josep Gombau of Adelaide United 
and is seeking to coach in Austra- 
lia’s A-League. Australian Based 
Sports Agent Ismail Ozsoy was 
quoted as saying; 

“He is very keen to come out here. 
He has all the coaching licences and 
a big part of what he wants to bring 
to Australia is a marquee player. It 
is very well known that he is a per- 
sonal friend of former Madrid and 
Spain team-mate Raul, who is 36. 
Raul’s contract at Al-Sadd in Qatar 


SPAIN LaLiga : 


GD Pts 


Last5games 
Most recent first 
WLWDD 
wowww 
LWWDD 
DDWWW 
LWLWW 
DLWDL 
4 Si] IL(L IL [oyIo) 
+1 31 WWDDL 
3 29 WLDWL 
8 29 DDWDW 
6 26 DWWLW 
12 25 DWLWD 
-14 25 LDLDL 
-16 25 WLLDW 
17° 25 WLWLL 
-10 24 LWLDL 
-10 24 LLLDW 
13°21 DDWLL 
-27 20 WDLLW 
32 14 LWLLL 


+46 57 
+41 57 
+40 57 
+14 44 
+17 40 
+8 37 


ends in October so both Hierro and 
the player would be available for 
the next A-League.” 


Lionel Messi equalled another re- 
cord as Barcelona overcame Real 
Sociedad 3-1 on aggregate to set 
up a Clasico Copa del Rey final. 
Leading 2-0 from the first leg, 
Barcelona’s passage into the show- 
piece was never in doubt after 
Messi made early pressure count 
with a run from the halfway line 
that ended with him finding the net 
for the 335th time in his Barcelona 
career. 
The 26-year-old moved level with 
the figure set by Athletic Bilbao’s 
Telmo Zarra for scoring the most 
goals for a single Spanish club. 


Espanyol 4 - 0 Granada 
Valencia 5-0 Real Betis Atlético Madrid v R Valladolid 
Rayo Vallecano 4 - 1 Malaga 
Real Madrid 4 - 2 Villarreal Barcelona v Rayo Vallecano 
Almeria 2 - 0 Atlético Madrid Villarreal v Celta de Vigo 
Osasuna 2 - 0 Getafe 

Real Valladolid 2 - 2 Elche 
Real Sociedad 0 - 0 Levante 
Sevilla 1 - 4 Barcelona 
Celta Vigo 0-0 Athletic Club Malaga v Real Sociedad 


Latest Results Next Match 


Elche v Osasuna 


Levante v Almeria 


Granada v Real Betis 
Getafe v Real Madrid 
Athletic Club v Espanyol 
Sevilla v Valencia 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Reigning La Liga Champions Barcelona 
will host Rayo Vallecano from Madrid, 
Fox Sports 1 will broadcast this match 
Live Sunday February 16, 2014, 6am 
AEST. 


La Liga challengers Atletico Madrid will 
host Valladolid, Fox Sports 1 will have 
a delayed broadcast of this match on 
Sunday February 16, 2014, 8am AEST. 


Sevilla and Valencia will meet in a battle 
for a Champions League place next 
season, Fox Sports 1 will have a Live 
broadcast of this match on Monday 
February 17, 2014, 7am AEST. 


Getafe will host Real Madrid in a derby 
of Central Spain, Fox Sports 1 will have 
a delayed broadcast of this match on 
Monday February 17, 2014, 9am AEST. 


Antoine Griezmann grabbed an 
equaliser on the night to preserve 
Sociedad’s pride, but they were 
unable to reach a first Copa final 
since 1988, where Barca will face 
Liga title rivals Real Madrid. 
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: : 2 Aberdeen 24143 7 «35 22 +13 45 DLWWW 1 Partizan 15 10 3 2 28 12 +16 33 WWWWL 
2 Hajduk Split 211 8 2 37 19 +18 41 WDDDD 3 Motherwell 3142 7 «234 «30 44 44 DLWWW 2CrvenaZvezda 15 10 2 3 30 15 +15 32 WWWWW 
CD french it ma eo WwoW smire 23 kT wii 
5 Split Wh 7 8 BO 8 a LIBVD 5Dundee United 249 8 7 40 28 +12 35 DLDDL 4 Radnicki Nis 16 6 3 16 10 +6 24 LWLWW 
Ms 6 St. Johnstone 239 5 9 31 26 +5 32 WDWLL 5 Vojvodina 156 6 3 20 17 +3 24 LWLDD 
GISIEV IE. ale 8 © a ay WWD 7 Hibernian 247 7 10 21 27 -6 28 LLLDW 6 Novi Pazar 157 3 5 18 16 +2 24 WLDWW 
ids EO BS oe a whe 8 Kilmarnock 27 5 13 30 41 -11 26 DLWDL 7 Cukariéki 16 4 5 14 13 +1 22 LLDWL 
BSeneymie alg 8 2 we oS 1 Copp 9 St. Mirren 26 6 13 24 41 -17 24 LLDWL 8 Spartak Subotica 15 6 3 6 12 19 -7 21 DLWLW 
OE ee eee timo ME EM BM DLNDW sheik AE 8 ot DL w 
gO 11 Partick Thistle 25 4 10 11 22 39 -17 22 DDLDD 10OFKBeogad 155 2 8 17 24 7 17 DLLWW 
12HeartofMidlo... 255 5 15 22 44 -22 5 WWODLL 11 Vozdovac Wea a y ie de =) We WILLIE 
12RadnickiKragu... 15 4 4 7 15 21 -6 16 LWDLD 
13SlobodaUzice 15 4 4 7 13 19 -6 16 WLLWL 
14 Javor lvanjica 10s) 868) (64 19) 5515) DIEDIDIE 
15 Donji Srem 153 5 7 15 19 -4 14 DWWLL 
16RadBeograd 153 2 10 6 18 -12 11 DLLLW 
Bundesliga Eredivisie Super Lig 
P WODLF A GD Pts wooden sr P WDLEA GD Pts Mostreson art LastSgames 
1 Bayern Minchen 20 18 2 0 53 9 +44 56 WWWWW 1 Ajax 23146 3 47 20 +27 48 DWOWW PW DL F A GD Pts = Most recent first 
2Bayer Leverkusen 20 14 1 5 37 20 +17 43 WWLLL 2 Twente 2212 7 3 51 23 +28 43 LWWWD 1 Fenerbahge 2014 2 4 46 24 +22 44 LLWWL 
3Borussia Dortmund 20 12 3 5 47 24 +23 39 WWDLD 3 Feyenoord 23134 6 51 32 +19 43 WWDLW 2 Galatasaray 21 7 2 37 #17 «+20 40 WWOWW 
4 Schalke 04 2014 5 39 29 +10 37 WWWDW 4 Vitesse 2312 7 4 46 29 +17 43 DLDDW 3 Besiktas 19 10 6 3 35 21 +14 36 WWDLW 
5BorussiaM'gia... 20 10 3 7 36 25 +11 33 LLLDD 5 Heerenveen 2310 6 7 51 40 +11 36 WLWLD 4 Sivasspor 20 112 7 36 26 +10 35 WLWWL 
6 Wolfsburg 2010 3 7 33 24 +9 33 WLLDW 6 PSV 23:10 5 8 41 31 +10 35 WWLWL 5 Karabikspor 209 6 5 22 19 +3 33 WWDLW 
7 Hertha BSC 29 4 7 31 24 +47 31 WLLWW TAZ 2310 3 10 37 36 +1 33 LWWLW 6 AkhisarBeledi.. 209 4 7 29 26 +3 31 WWLWW 
8 Augsburg 29 4 7 30 29 +1 31 WWDDW 8 PEC Zwolle 238 8 7 34 30 +4 32 DWWWL 7 Kasimpaga 198 6 5 31 23 +8 30 LDDLD 
9 Mainz 05 29 3 8 2 35 - 30 LWWWD 9 NAC Breda 238 5 10 35 39 -4 29 WDWLL 8Eskisehirspor 209 3 8 25 22 +3 30 LWLLW 
10Hannover96 «20 7: «3:« 10 29 «35 «6 S24. ~XLWWLD 10 Heracles 238 5 10 33 38 5 29 DWLWL 9 Trabzonspor 208 5 7 28 26 +2 29 LDDWL 
11 Hoffenheim 25 7 8 40 43 -3 22 DWLLD 11 Groningen 27 7 8 39 40 -1 2 LLLDW 10 Bursaspor 207 7 6 23 27 -4 2 DLWDW 
12EintrachtFran... 205 6 9 24 34 -10 21 WLWDW 12GoAheadEagles 23 7 7 9 34 48 -14 28 WDDLL 11 Konyaspor 208 2 10 29 29 +0 26 WWLWD 
13Werder Bremen 205 5 10 24 45 -21 20 LLDWL 13 RKC Waalwijk 236 8 9 36 41 -5 26 WDWLD 12Gaziantepspor 20 7 4 9 24 33 -9 25 LWDDL 
14 Stuttgart 25 4 1 33 41 8 19 LLLLL 14 Utrecht i A WD go A a 2) (LDL 13Genclerbirigi 20 7 3 10 23 26 -3 24 LLWWW 
15 Freiburg 204 6 10 20 36 -16 18 DLWWL 15 Cambuur 236 5 12 24 33 - 23 DLLWW 14 Antalyaspor 205 7 8 24 26 -2 22 DLWLL 
16 Nurnberg 22 17 «+%2%4 36 -12 17 LWWDD 16 Roda JC 235 7 1 35 50 -15 22 LLLWD 15 Elazigspor 206 1 13 25 43 -18 19 WLWWL 
17HamburgerSV 20 4 4 12 33 47 -14 16 LLLLL 17 NEC 234 9 10 36 58 -22 21 LDDDW 16 Rizespor 204 6 10 20 29 -9 18 DDLLD 
18 Eintracht Brau... 203 3 14 11 37 -26 12 LLDWL 18ADODenHaag 236 3 14 25 51 -26 21 DLLWL 17 KayseriErciye.. 203 4 13 16 35 -19 13 DLLLL 
PW DL F A GD pis  ,Lsstuanes’ P WODLFA GD Pts __,,astogames P WODLF A GD Pts _,gastagames., 
(Leicester City 30 21 4 5 54 30 +24 67 DWWWW 1 Brentford 2919 6 4 51 27 +24 6 DWWDW 1 Chesterfield 30 15 10 5 48 27 +21 55 DWWWD 
2 Burnley 30 16 11 3 46 24 +22 59 WWDDD 2Wolverhampton... 29 18 7 4 49 20 +29 61 WWWWL 2 Scunthorpe United 30 13 13 4 42 28 +14 52 DDDDD 
3 Queens ParkRa... 29 16 8 5 36 21 +15 56 LDWWW 3Leyton Orient 30 18 6 6 61 31 +30 60 LLLWW 3 Oxford United 30 13 12 5 40 24 +16 51 DDWDW 
4DerbyCounty 30 16 7 7 58 40 +18 55 WDWDW 4PrestonNorthEnd 29 15 10 4 40 28 +12 55 WWDDL 4 Rochdale 2215 5 9 46 34 +12 50 WLDWW 
5Nottingham Forest 30 14 12 4 50 30 +20 54 WDWWW 5 Rotherham United 29 14 9 6 51 38 +13 51 WWDWW 5 Burton Albion 2914 8 7 33 28 +5 50 WDLDW 
6 Reading 30 13 8 9 47 35 +12 47 LWWLW 6 Peterborough U... 29 15 3 11 50 41 +9 48 WLWWL 6 Fleetwood Town 29 15 4 10 46 34 +12 49 DLDWW 
7Brighton&Hov... 30 12 10 8 32 25 +7 46 WWLDL 7 Walsall 30 12 10 8 36 29 +7 46 LDWDW 7 Southend United 29 13 8 8 36 25 +11 47 LDDWD 
8 Ipswich Town 30 11 11 8 «43 34 «+9 «44 DWDWL 8SwindonTown 30 13 5 12 49 41 +8 44 WLDWL 8NewportCounty 26 10 9 7 35 30 +5 39 DLDLL 
QWiganAthletic 29 12 7 10 33 28 +5 43 WLWDL 9 Port Vale 2913 3 13 43 «445 -2 42 WLLWL 9 Dagenham &Red...30 10 9 11 37 38 -1 39 LWDDL 
10 Blackburn Rovers 30 11 10 9 37 35 +2 43 DWDDL 10 Milton Keynes Dons29 11 6 12 44 42 +2 39 WLLLD 10 PlymouthArgyle 29 10 9 10 27 31 -4 39 WDDLD 
11Leeds United 30 12 6 12 43 39 +4 42 LWWDL 14 Gillingham 31115 15 42 53 -11 38 WLWLW 11 Hartlepool United 30 10 8 12 32 35 -3 38 WDLWL 
12Middlesbrough 309 12 9 41 35 +6 39 DDDLW 12Coventry City 29 13 8 8 57 51 +6 37 LWLDD 12AFC Wimbledon 30 10 8 12 32 36 -4 38 LLWWD 
13 Watford 299 1 9 43 37 +6 38 WDWLD 13BradfordCity 307 14 9 41 38 +3 35 LDLDD 13 Morecambe 2910 8 11 33 38 -5 38 LDDDL 
14 Huddersfield Town 30 10 7 13 38 41 -3 37 LWLLL 14 Colchester United 27 8 10 9 35 36 -1 34 LWWDL 14 York City 318 12 11 34 37 -3 36 DWLLD 
15AFC Bournemouth29 9 8 12 36 49 -13 35 DLWDL 15OldhamAthletic 30 9 7 14 34 42 -8 34 DWLWL 15Cheltenham Town 30 8 12 10 35 40 -5 36 LDDDL 
16 Blackpool 30 8 10 12 28 42 -14 34 DLLDL 16 Carlisle United 309 6 15 34 51 -17 33 WLLWL 16 Exeter City 299 8 12 34 38 -4 35 DDDLL 
17 Sheffield Wedn... 29 7 12 10 36 37 -1 33 LWWDD 17 Bristol City 316 13 12 45 50 -5 31 WDLWL 17 Mansfield Town 308 11 11 32 40 -8 35 WDDDL 
18 Birmingham City 30 8 9 13 36 38 -2 33 LWDLL 18CrawleyTown 25 7 10 8 29 34 +5 31 DDWLW 18 BristolRovers 30 8 10 12 28 32 -4 34 WDLLW 
19 Bolton Wanderers 30 6 11 13 34 48 -14 29 LDLLL 19 Tranmere Rovers 30 8 7 15 33 52 -19 31 LWLWL 19Accrington Stanley28 8 9 11 32 38 -6 33 DWWDL 
20 Doncaster Rovers30 7 8 15 26 45 -19 29 LDWDW 20 Crewe Alexandra 30 8 7 15 33 57 -24 31 DWLWL 20 Portsmouth 30 7 12 11 34 43 -9 33 DLWDD 
21 Millwall 306 9 15 30 58 -28 27 DLLDW 21NottsCounty 319 3 19 40 50 -10 30 WLLLW 21 Bury 27 11 10 32 35 -3 32 DWDLW 
22 Charlton Athletic 285 9 14 23 38 -15 24 LLLLD 22 Sheffield United 28 7 8 13 28 38 -10 29 WLDLL 22 Wycombe Wander 30 7 10 13 33 39 -6 31 DDLLD 
23 Barnsley 284 10 14 27 47 -20 22 DLDWD 23 Shrewsbury Town 30 6 9 15 28 41 -13 27 LDLLL 23 Torquay United 29 7 8 14 29 43 -14 29 LWLWD 
24 Yeovil Town 295 6 18 26 47 -21 21 DLLLW 24 Stevenage 77 4 16 27 45 -18 25 WLWLL 24Northampton Town296 8 15 23 40 -17 26 WLDLL 
Ligue 1 
PWD LF A GD Pts _lestigames: PWD LFA GD Pt (Seer WDLFA GD Pts —yahreganr 
‘Olympiakos Pireus 24.22 2 0 70 7 +63 68 wwwww TPSG 24167 1 «+55 16 +39 55 DWDWW 1 Benfica 1813 4 1 34 13 421 43 WDOWWW 
2 Monaco 2414 8 2 39 17 +22 50 DDWWD 2 Porto 18 12 3 3 35 12 +23 39 WLWLW 
2 PAOK 2416 3 5 48 23 +25 51 LWLWL : f 
3 Atromitos 24147 3 38 17 «421 49 WWWWD OU os BBS 6 Bi wee WwhwLt 3 Sporting CP ABE 28 de” ead 36 CO WDD 
4Panathinikos 24 13 4 «7 «236 «21 «45 43 WLDWW CSS eS ee etl cl UE 4 Nacional 16 Be og gt ABS at WWD 
5Asteras Tripois 24 11 9 4 34 21 +43 42 LWWDW SCVMM. 2s il @ if aa Ay sal ee) MUN p Eston IB Ge An ek 18 AB 0 WODDD 
Pp f . 6SportingBraga 18 8 2 8 26 21 +5 26 WLDWD 
6 Panthrakikos 49 7 8 #3 33-2 34 LWDWL 6 Olympique Lyonnais 24 10 7 7 37 #30 +7 37 WLWWW port 9 B ga 
Sass 7 Reims 249 9 6 2 29 +0 36 WLDLW 7VitoriaGuimaraes 18 8 2 8 20 18 +2 26 LLWLW 
7PASGiannina 24 10 2 12 27 33 -6 32: WWWLL 
8Panaitolikos 28 7 9 2 2 43 31 LOLWW isle Ce ae es ED e Rio Ave PED Noe MI ee ee DE 
9 Ergotelis Sh 7 Gg oe oF ot an WD 9 Nantes 24 10 3 11 25 25 +0 33 LLDLW QVitéria Setibal = 18 6 «4 «8 22 30 -8 22 WWLLL 
10 OF 47 9 8 #20 2 8 30 WLDDW 10 Bastia 249 6 9 30 3 5 33 WLWWL 10 Academica 186 4 8 12 21 9 22 LDWWL 
41 Kalloni 249 2 13 23 41 18 29 WLLDW ii Reale eo 8 9 a a ee OMiils 1H Mafiome BR Be Te St bs 2) SD WEDD 
42 Xanthi bh. 9 B= Ab oar 80s, it 96" EDIE 12 Toulouse 247 9 8 24 31 -7 30 LDDLW 12 Gil Vicente 185 4 9 15 26 -11 19 LDLLL 
43Apollon Smimis 246 7 11 29 37 -8 25 WDLDL 13 Nice 249 3 12 23 30 -7 30 LWLWD 13 Arouca 184 5 9 16 2 -7 17 DDLWW 
‘4Levadiakos 924 7 3 14 25 43 18 24 LDLWL iene ee as) I) Ube bneises: RIG ee a ee ae one ED 
45 Panionios 46 6 12 19 «229-10 24 LLLLW 15 Rennes 246 9 9 26 28 -2 27 LWDDD 15Olhanense = 18 341112 «29-17 13. DLLWL 
46 Platanias 45 7 12 20 33 -13 22 LLWLL 16 Guingamp 24658) 1023) 27-4 26 EE DID) 16 Pacosde Ferreira 18 3 4 11 16 34 ~-18 13 LWDLD 
47 Veria 244 7 13 19 44 25 19 LLDLL SRE aS i we a ee DEOL 
18 Aris 243 8 13 20 39 -19 17 WDDLD 18 Valenciennes 245 6 13 24 37 -13 21 WLLDW 
19 Sochaux 243 6 15 17 46 -29 15 LWDLL 
20 Ajaccio 242 8 14 19 41 -22 14 WDDLL 
THE CHAMPION IP Leyton Orient 1 - 2 Peterborough U... CROATIA Schalke 04 2 - 0 Hannover 96 Porto 3 - 0 Pagos de Ferreira 
Port Vale 2 - 3 Swindon Town Sporting Braga 4 - 1 Gil Vicente 
Yeovil Town 1 - 2 Leeds United Sheffield United 2 - 0 Shrewsbury Town Istra 1961 1 - 3 Dinamo Zagreb Académica 0 - 1 Estoril 
Blackpool 1 - 1 Nottingham Forest Lokomotiva Zagreb 2 - 1 Slaven Koprivnica Panaitolikos 0 - 0 Aris Benfica 2-0 Sporting CP 
Bolton Wanderers 2 - 2 AFC Bournemouth Mid Week Zadar 3 - 1 Osijek Platanias 0 - 1 Ergotelis 
Barnsley 2 - 2 Ipswich Town Leyton Orient 1 - 3 Bristol City Split 1 - 2 Hajduk Split Apollon Smirnis 2 - 0 Xanthi 
Huddersfield Town 1 - 0 Wigan Athletic Port Vale 2 - 0 Colchester United Hrvatski Drago... 1 - 2 Istra 1961 Veria 0 - 5 Olympiakos Piraeus Gaziantepspor 1 - 2 Besiktas 
Charlton Athletic 0 - 2 Birmingham City Carlisle United 1 - 0 Bradford City Atromitos 3 - 1 Asteras Tripolis Kasimpasa 1 - 3 Konyaspor 
Burnley 3 - 1 Millwall Sheffield United PSTP Brentford Kalloni 1 - 0 Levadiakos Kayseri Erciye... 1 - 1 Rizespor 


Reading 0 - 2 Sheffield Wedn... 

Brighton & Hov... 1 - 0 Doncaster Rovers 
Middlesbrough 0 - 0 Blackburn Rovers 
Leicester City 2 - 2 Watford 


Mid Week 

Derby County 1 - 0 Queens Park Ra... 
Sheffield Wedn... 0 - 3 Wigan Athletic 
Huddersfield Town 0 - 3 Nottingham Forest 
Brighton & Hov... 1 - 0 Leeds United 
Watford 1 - 0 Birmingham City 

Yeovil Town 1 - 1 Millwall 

Bolton Wanderers 0 - 1 Burnley 


Notts County 3 - 0 Coventry City 

Walsall 0 - 3 Milton Keynes Dons 

Oldham Athletic 1 - 1 Bristol City 

Carlisle United 1 - 2 Gillingham 

Bradford City 3 - 3 Crewe Alexandra 
Tranmere Rovers 1 - 2 Preston North End 


Mansfield Town 2 - 1 Southend United 


Dagenham & Red... 0 - 2 Hartlepool United 
Torquay United PSTP Bury 
Exeter City 1 - 1 Portsmouth 


York City 0 - 0 Cheltenham Town 


Bristol Rovers 1 - 1 Oxford United 
Wycombe Wanderers 0 - 0 Accrington 


Stanley 


Morecambe 0 - 1 Burton Albion 
Scunthorpe United 1 - 1 Chesterfield 
AFC Wimbledon 0 - 3 Rochdale 
Northampton Town 0 - 2 Plymouth Argyle 


Mid Week 
Wycombe Wanderers 1 - 1 Fleetwood Town 
Bristol Rovers 1 - 0 Cheltenham Town 
Torquay United 1 - 2 Northampton Town 
Mansfield Town PSTP Bury 


Toulouse 0 - 0 Saint-Etienne 
Olympique Mars... 3 - 0 Bastia 
Ajaccio 3 - 1 Rennes 
Guingamp 1 - 2 Reims 

Lille 2 - 0 Sochaux 
Montpellier 1 - 1 Evian TG 
Valenciennes 2 - 1 Nice 
Nantes 1 - 2 Olympique Lyonnais 
Bordeaux PSTP Lorient 
Monaco 1 - 1 PSG 

Toulouse 1-3 Bastia 


Borussia M’gla... 0 - 1 Bayer Leverkusen 
Wolfsburg 3 - 0 Mainz 05 

Werder Bremen 1 - 5 Borussia Dortmund 
Nurnberg 0 - 2 Bayern Munchen 
Freiburg 1 - 1 Hoffenheim 

Eintracht Fran... 3 - 0 Eintracht Brau... 
Hamburger SV 0 - 3 Hertha BSC 
Stuttgart 1 - 4 Augsburg 


PAS Giannina 1 - 0 Panaitolikos 
Panathinaikos 2 - 1 PAOK 

OFI 1 - 0 Panthrakikos 

Aris 1 - 0 Panionios 


Vitesse 0 - 0 ADO Den Haag 
PSV 3 - 2 Twente 

NAC Breda 2 - 0 Roda JC 
Go Ahead Eagles 2 - 1 AZ 
Feyenoord 5 - 1 NEC 
Heracles 1 - 1 Cambuur 
PEC Zwolle 1 - 1 Ajax 

RKC Waalwijk 5 - 2 Utrecht 
Groningen 1 - 3 Heerenveen 


PORTUGAL 
Nacional 2 - 0 Belenenses 
Vitoria Setubal 3 - 2 Vitéria Guimar: 
Rio Ave 1 - 1 Arouca 
Olhanense 1 - 1 Maritimo 


aes 


Galatasaray 3 - 0 Eskigehirspor 
Elazigspor 3 - 0 Kayserispor 
Sivasspor 2 - 0 Fenerbahce 
Trabzonspor 2 - 4 Akhisar Beledi... 
Bursaspor 1 - 1 Antalyaspor 
Genglerbirligi 1 - 2 Karabiikspor 


Cup 5th Round Draw 


Sat 15/02/14 

Sunderland v Southampton 

Sun 16/02/14 

Cardiff City v Wigan Athletic 
Sheffield Wedn... v Charlton Athletic 
Manchester City v Chelsea 

Mon 17/02/14 

Everton v Swansea City 

Sheffield United v Nottingham Forest 
Arsenal v Liverpool 

Tue 18/02/14 

Brighton & Hov... v Hull City r 
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One Game At A Time 


France 


PSG v Valenciennes 

Bastia v Monaco 

Lorient v Toulouse 

Nice v Nantes 

Reims v Bordeaux 

Rennes v Montpellier 

Sochaux v Guingamp 
Olympique Lyonnais v Ajaccio 
Evian TG v Lille 

Saint-Etienne v Olympique Mars 


Mainz 05 v Hannover 96 
Borussia Dortmund v Eintracht Fran... 
Bayern Minchen v Freiburg 

Werder Bremen v Borussia M'gla... 
Hoffenheim v Stuttgart 

Eintracht Brau... v Hamburger SV 
Bayer Leverkusen v Schalke 04 
Augsburg v Niirnberg 
Hertha BSC v Wolfsburg 


Hajduk Split v Hrvatski Drago... 
Istra 1961 v Lokomotiva Zagreb 
Dinamo Zagreb v Split 

Osijek v Slaven Koprivnica 
Zadar v Rijeka 


Radnicki Kragu v Radnicki Nis League 
Novi Pazar v Partizan resumes 
Cukaricki v Rad Beograd Saturday 


Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice 23rd Feb 


Vozdovac v OFK Beograd 2014 due 
Donji Srem v Vojvodina to winter 
Crvena Zvezda v Javor Ivanjica —_ break 


Napredak v Jagodina 


English Championship 


Birmingham City v Huddersfield Town 
Doncaster Rovers v Barnsley 
Ipswich Town v Blackpool 

AFC Bournemouth v Burnley 
Millwall v Bolton Wanderers 
Watford v Middlesbrough 

Queens Park Ra... v Reading 
Yeovil Town v Watford 

Wigan Athletic v Barnsley 
Sheffield Wedn... v Derby County 
Nottingham Forest v Leicester City 


English League One 


Swindon Town v Colchester United 
Peterborough U... v Walsall 
Shrewsbury Town v Port Vale 
Coventry City v Bradford City 
Crawley Town v Carlisle United 
Milton Keynes Dons v Oldham Athletic 
Crewe Alexandra v Brentford 
Wolverhampton ... v Notts County 
Rotherham United v Stevenage 
Bristol City v Tranmere Rovers 
Preston North End v Leyton Orient 


English League Two 


Accrington Stanley v Scunthorpe United 
Southend United v Exeter City 
Cheltenham Town v Wycombe Wanderers 
Fleetwood Town v Northampton Town 
Plymouth Argyle v York City 

Bury v Bristol Rovers 

Oxford United v Mansfield Town 
Portsmouth v AFC Wimbledon 

Hartlepool United v Newport County 
Rochdale v Morecambe 

Burton Albion v Dagenham & Red... 
Chesterfield v Torquay United 


St. Mirren v Aberdeen 

Dundee United v Kilmarnock 
Hibernian v Ross County 
Inverness CT v Heart of Midlo... 
Motherwell v Partick Thistle 
Celtic v St. Johnstone 


Xanthi v Kalloni 

Levadiakos v Atromitos 
Olympiakos Piraeus v Platanias 
Asteras Tripolis v PAOK 
Panaitolikos v Apollon Smirnis 
Panionios v PAS Giannina 

Aris v Veria 

Panthrakikos v Panathinaikos 
Ergotelis v OFI 


Kasimpasa v Besiktas 

Rizespor v Gaziantepspor 
Kayserispor v Genglerbirligi 
Karabiikspor v Trabzonspor 
Akhisar Beledi... v Kayseri Erciye... 
Besiktas v Bursaspor 

Fenerbahge v Kasimpasa 
Konyaspor v Elazigspor 
Antalyaspor v Galatasaray 


Groningen v Twente 

PSV v Heracles 

Twente v Vitesse 

RKC Waalwijk v NEC 
Roda JC v ADO Den Haag 
AZ v Utrecht 

Cambuur v PEC Zwolle 
NAC Breda v Feyenoord 


Portugal 


Pagos de Ferreira v Olhanense 
Nacional v Belenenses 

Vitoria Setubal v Vitoria Guimaraes 
Rio Ave v Arouca 

Olhanense v Maritimo 

Benfica v Sporting CP 

Porto v Pagos de Ferreira 

Sporting Braga v Gil Vicente 
Académica v Estoril 


www.goalweekly.com 


Australia’s number one supplier of Nike Teamwear in 2013 


‘Tr F 


NIKE INTER JSY NIKE CLASSIC JSY NIKE STRIKER JSY NIKE VICTORY JSY NIKE PARK JSY 
Senior from $27.94 Senior from $26.67 — Senior from $25.40 Senior from $22.86 Senior from $20.32 
Junior from $25.40 Junior from $24.13 Junior from $22.86 Junior from $20.32 — Junior from $16.51 


== 
HH) ; uf 
_y 


NIKE TRAINING JSY NIKE SHORTS NIKE SOCKS NIKE FOOTBALLS 
Available in Junior Senior from $16.51 from $8.38 Size 3,4&5 
only from $13.75 Junior from $13.97 from $12.70 


Also available: GK Apparel, Tracksuits, Jackets, Polos, Bibs, Bags and much, much more! 


Tn Las We 
—D roahoau 
FOOTBALL 7 \_/@f FOOTBAL 
Terms and conditions apply. Prices listed are based on minimum orders and are GST exclusive. 


TEAMWEAR SPECIALIST Pricing is for apparel only — art at additional charge. Prices listed are for 2014 only — whilst stocks last 
"- 


= 


For a copy of the 2014 price list and order form 
please email your club details to: thisisfootball@live.com.au 
and we will have your copy sent out to you immediately. 


www.thisisfootball.com.au ¢ email: thisisfootball@live.com.au ¢ phone: 03 9428 3088 


Lycamobile 


Call the world for less 


% 
Australia 
pS = a ia iy — :_ — B= 
AT, = == G [3 —= = 
UK USA Germany Denmark ftaly Austria Spain Holland Norway 
+e esa 
(with a minimum recharge amount.) 
(No flagfall) 
International ¢ National Calls 3 ¢ 
Calls from pd for bd 
: (Landline) 
flagfall applies 
www.lycamobile.com.au 1300 854 607 
Recharge here Terms & Conditions: The offer is valid from 27.01.14 until further notified Lycarnobile to Lycamobile calls are free ©) L 
= cm BE cos, a \reetsina subject to a minimum amount in the the account . if ile to cals, = 
2° Sg eee Pct nt ts gn mobile 
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